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New Study: Smog Poses Greater Health Risk Because of Global Warming
More Bad Air Days for Southeast U.S. Cities

GREENVILLE, SC — According to a study released today, Greenville, SC is expected to
experience more ‘red alert’ air pollution days in coming years as rising temperatures due to
global warming increase smog in the Upstate.

The study, Heat Advisory: How Global Warming Causes More Bad Air Days data from the
2007 journal Climate Changewhich looks at global warming, ambient ozone and public health
in 10 U.S. cities. Findings conclude that Greenville, SC could experience nearly a doubling in
the number of days that ozone levels exceed the Environmental Protection Agency’s health-
based 8-hour air quality standards.

The analysis was prepared by researchers at Yale University, Johns Hopkins and Columbia
Universities, in collaboration with the State University of New York at Albany and the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) in
Washington, D.C. released the report today.

“Air quality problems are already bad enough in the Upstate. This report shows that climate
change is going to make them even worse,” said Brad Wyche, executive director of Upstate
Forever.

Heat Advisory: How Global Warming Causes More Bad Air Day$irms that higher
temperatures mean more smog for a given level of ozone precursor emissions. Smog is formed
when pollutants from cars, factories and other sources react with sunlight and heat.

According to Steve Smith, executive director of Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, “Bad air
quality is yet another serious impact we’ll suffer from global warming. We need our South
Carolina federal representatives like Congressman Bob Inglis and Senator Lindsey Graham to
take action now to reduce global warming pollution to levels scientists say are necessary in order
to protect public health.”

On ‘red alert’ days — everyone — particularly children, the elderly and people with existing

respiratory illnesses — is advised to limit prolonged outdoor exertion. For people with asthma,
smog pollution can increase sensitivity to allergens.
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The Clean Air Act Science Advisory Committee, which is the Environmental Protection
Agency's blue ribbon panel of science advisors, unanimously concluded that the current ozone
standard of 84 parts per billion (ppb) needs to be substantially reduced to between 60 and 70 ppb
in order to protect public health.

The report, Heat Advisory: How Global Warming Causes More Bad Air Daysailable at
http://www.nrdc.org/globalwarming/heatadvisory/contents.asp

Upstate Foreveris a nonprofit, membership-based organization promoting sensible growth and
protecting special places in the Upstate region of South Carolina. For more information, visit
www.upstateforever.org.

Southern Alliance for Clean Energyis a nonprofit organization that promotes responsible
energy choices that create global warming solutions and ensure clean, safe and healthy
communities throughout the Southeast. For more information, visit www.cleanenergy.org.
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