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Wyche is worthy of honors

AWARDS, NO MATTER HOW GRAND, ¢an seenya paltry
thank you compared to the magnitude of the achievements that
earned them.

Such is'the case with the E:hturdlnnry..ﬁ:hmmmt
award bestowed last week upon Greenville conservationist,
photographer and lawyer Tommy Wyche by Upstate Forever,
the nonprofit conservation group founded more than a decade

ago by Brad Wyche, his son.
MMEWWW&HW
its existence to the passion nature’s beauty handed down

from mmmmmmmmhﬁ toa childhood
of backpacking, hiking and canoeing with 2 dad who has been a
catalyst and inspirational force for conservation in South Carolina.

“It1 could accomplish 10 percent of what he’s done, I would be very
pleased,” he said in an interview with Greenville Magazine last month.
This is not false modesty or filial duty speaking. His father’s

decades-long determination to preserve the wild beauty of
South Carolina’s mountains led to one of the most signi _'“' it
conservation nﬂhmmmmtsin U S. h;stnrr t]:lt p"' tectic '
over 100,000 acres of the Blus R ountain

range stretching from the wuuc’hnmmﬂ Fufrgﬁtiu
Georgia to the Poinsett Watershed in upper Greenville County,
mwwmﬁamm ahmlﬂth&gamrnfmmr

In E?S,Wy:hefnnndedﬂtmﬂ!mﬂﬁust,themd oldest
land trust in the state, with the goal of protecting the state’s
mountain edge with a bridge of public land. Piece by piece, he has
negotiated the conservation easements, watershed buffers and
state patks necessary to guard the land from development and.
protect scenic views, Jones Gap State Park, Jocassee Gorges and
Caesar’s Head State Park owe their existence to Wyche’s advocacy,

‘Most recently, Naturaland Trust donated 305 acres to Jones
Gap State Park, a gift#adu&d at Siﬂmﬂ]Iun The tract includes
the headwaters of Tankersley Branch River and the peak of
Grassy Top Mountain, which at 3,268 feet is just 300 feet shy
of the highest peak in the state, Sassafras Mountain. Naturaland
has also in the past snwmlmnuths secured major grants to
protectimportant tracts along Scenic Highway 11.

“This has truly been the passion of a lifetime. And Wyche's advocacy
has not been limited to his work with the Naturaland Trust. He is an
accomplished nature phuhagmpherw:.th six published coffes tahle
b-ouks, m:]udjng Eycles ofﬂmm'ﬂseﬂuew:aﬂ “ﬁI&l:mm; of the

der Conservation Award, the Nature Conservancy Oak Leaf
ﬂwm::landﬂie Order of the Palmetto, Indeed, the listis long,
But nothing on it compares to. Wyche’s greatest reward: the
‘wild Blue Wall that will be protected for generations to come,
thanks to his extraordinary achievement.
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