More bacteria could
' be allowed in water

Easley utility wants
EPA to loosen fecal

N
coliform rules :LE“
By Anna Simon  —
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EASLEY — A dispute over the
amount of fecal coliform bacteria
that can be released from awaste-
water treatment plant into a Pick:
ens County stream that flows into
Lake Hartwell now rests with the
Environmental Protection Agen-
oy,

"The federal agency has until to-
day to accept or deny a permit
that relaxes stale and federal
limits on the amount of the bacte-
ria found in human and animal
e o

en Lreek, a tributary of the
Twelve Mile River that flows into
Lake Hartwell, asource of recrea-
g?nmdg‘fh;]fdi?gwatwﬁ;rdtmsnf
several letlers” about the permit

‘and are carefilly reviewing
them. Adecision has notyet been
made,” said Davina Marraccini,
-an EPA spokeswoman,

The possibility of the pollution
posed by groups and individuals
concerned that it would set a pre-
cedent that could lead to degrad-
ed watm;iumﬁpu_th Carolina and
throughout the nation.

‘Easley Combined  Utilities,
which operates the wastewater
treatment plant on Golden Creek,
e it el s
allowed elsewhere.

The state Department of
Health and Environmental Con-
trol, which denied the utility’s
original request for a 10 percent
variance in compliance and then
was overruled by an administra-

T W) OWENRILEY UR /5uff  tive law judge, is “just leaving the

Easley Combined Utitities employee Warren Cox tests treated water flowing into
Golden Creek at the Golden Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant. See WATER on page 5A
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