2/15[rp

U

EPA keepé striet rules on Golden Creek

EPA: Permit ‘is not stringent Ernnugh'

By Anna Simon
CrEmzon BUREAD
ﬂ]mﬂnﬂummmﬂws .o

The Environmental Protection

o Agency decided Monday to deny
apem'nt that would have relaxed

Eslmnaudfedemlh:mtsnnﬂle

amount of fecal coliform bacteria
that can be released from a was-

(Dt&ml’ﬂ‘tmﬂhnﬂnlplantma

Pickens County stream that
flows into Lale Hartwell.
The relaxed provisions in the
permit fail to comply with the
CleanWat&r&cl,m;dmgtna

by plant,

eral ol on  signed
ﬁe& Giattina, director of the
EPA's Water Protection Division.
The permit “inchudes an ef
fluent limit for fecal coliform that

is not stringent enough to ensure
compliance with South Carolina
water quahly standards, includ-
ing protection of desagnated s
es,” Giattina said in the objection.
Easley Combined Ullities,
which o the h‘eammt
asked that upto 10 per-
cent of samples be allowed to ex-
ceed limits on the amount of the
bacteria found in human and ani-
malwasrtﬂ that can be released in-
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W Read the EPA's general ob-
jection online with this story at
GreanvilleOnline.com.

to Golden Creele

The creek is a tributary of the
Twelve Mile River that flows info
Lake Hartwell, a source of récre-
ation and drinking water for tens

See EPA on page 5A
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of thousands of Upstate
residents.

Joel Ledbetter, manager
of Easley Combined Utili-

ties, which serves about

10,000 homes and busi
nesses primarily in the city

of Easley, received notice

of EPA's objection late
Monday and said he wants
to discuss thislatestturn of
events with legal counsel
bedore commenting on
what the utility’s next move
e To dad
e 10 percent stan

is in existing

and applies elsewhere,
Ledbetier said.

The EPA has until April
25 to follow its 'gmcml ob-
jection with a specific ob-
jection that would include
actions needed to elimminate
the federal agency’s objec-

tions to the state permil,
The state Department of
Health and Environmental
Control will then have 90
days to either request a
hearing or submit arevised
propased final permit. If
DHEC duesn'tact, then au-
thority to issue a permit

passes to EPA, according

to the EPA document.
DHEC spokesman
Adam Myrick said it is pre-

mature fo comment be- graded

cause DHEC officials had
just received the informa-
tion late Monday.
uﬂﬁt?*’tc hatl denied the
s original request
and was overruled by Ad-
ministrative Law Judge
Carolyn Matthews, who

- ruled that up to 1) percent

of total samples over any
Jirday period could exceed
the permitted daily mad-
mum limit. The 1!‘.] pa'bmt
provision is allowed in
niht'rplaces memdgesmd
in & court document.

Chris Starker, rural wa-

ter project associate with
Upstate Forever, which
had asked the EPA to ob-
ject to the permit, said,
“We're very pleased with
EPA's decision.”

Starker said the adminis-
trative law judge’s ruling
could make it difficult for
the public to pmtecﬁh;u'&-
ters, Reﬂamng- pu 1
rules would set a -
ent that could lead to de-
witers in Suut]‘l
Carolina and throughout
the nation, Starker said.

Ledbetter said the utility
needed “some relief from
100 percent” and that it
poses no threat

The concentration of
contaminants in wastews

dramatically,

making 100 percent com-

pliance with fecal coliform

standards impossible, Led-

better said, The Golden

Creek plant has been out of

e 1 percent of the

time or less over the past
five years, he said,



