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Residents want Duke relicensing to come with lake, land
gurantees

Development protections, compensation for less of land access proposed

BY ANNA SIMON + CLEMSON BUREAU « PUBLISHED: JUNE 16. 2011 2:00AM
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SENECA — Pasl and fulure enjoyment of Duke Energy lakss and lands weighed heavy on Lha minds of
people who addressed the Federal Energy Regulalery Commission on Wednesday aboul the relicensing of
hydro-electric [acilities on lakes Jocassee and Keowoa.

Residents in growing Lake Keowee subdivisions
asked for proleclion from development of marinas
and other commercial businesses on more
crowded areas of tha lake.
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Others with deep Pickens and Oconea roots and I o (L F T

memories asked lor compensation for loss of
public lards thay lhought would always be open
for hunting, hiking and olher ouldoor pursutis.

Jocassee hydro stalion tour 10133}
Jocassae hydro station lour on Juas 14, 2011,

MORE VIDED
“Thay made a lot of broken promises.” former
Pickens Mayor Ted Sheehan said.
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Dana Leavitl, directlor of spacial projects for

Upslate Forever, said documents from Lhe original ‘
50-year hicense promised batwean 60,000 acres
| and 74,000 acres of forest land would be available )

to the public.
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*Duke has nol ully satisfied the obligation,” Leavitt
said. .

Sandra Mages, & Duke spo} oman, said
Buke's "pledge has been mora than fulfilled.” Duks
has protected "approximataly 57,000 ecres of land
for public use in Iha Keowea-Toxaway area.*

CI |Ck here ’ Leavitt said the public has use of aboul 40,000

TG FIND OUT MORE 1 acres "counling acres tha siate bought back® that
are now Jocassea Gompes.

Land thal Duke bought for $83 an acra was sold to
the slale for $2,000 an acre, Sheehan said.

Duke didn't "pledge (his land as a compromise or prerequisile lo building our facilities bul to honor our
corporate commilment lo partner with slale and federal agencies,” Magea said. The partnership "keeps (hese

tands protecied and mainlained.” ‘Peopla gather for the Keowea-Toxaway Hydcoelaclic Project
scomng mesbng at Sensca high school on Wednesday,

Northern Pickens Gounty resident Dennis Chaslain asked FERC to specify mitigation in (ha licensing for past (- ATRICHK COLLARD/SIafi)
loss of natural and hisloric resources including Fort Prince George, a 1700s culpost now unkar water.
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Wayna Kelley of the Pickens County Hislorical Sociaty proposed Ihal Duka donate land, financing and an ! Related Stories
endowmeant for reconstruction of the hisloric fort a5 an educationat lourism attrection. = Womitie Caryle dasmed one of the slale's best fims
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Lake Keowee resident Jim Codner, president of Advocales for Quality Development, said commerclal
development should be planned and not plopped in the middle of residential areas end boal density should
ba reslricled in constricted areas,

Issues inciuding shoreling erasion and impact of pump storage operalions on fish were also raised.

FERC wall accept written public comment through July 15. Duke's current licanse ends in 2016. Renewal
would be for 30 lo 50 years.

Tha final oulcome and [angth of the licarsa will be determined by FERC's fiva presidentially appointed
commissioners.

Length typically is based on the cosl of ervironmenial and clher measures including mitigation snd
development of added recreational facildies, said Elisabeth Blaug, FERC's atiorney for the project. Usually a
longer licensa is granted when costs are higher, she said.

3 Comments >>
Read and share your lhoughts on Lhis slory.
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