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Saturday, The event aims to Keep medicines out
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752
pounds
of meds
collected
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More than 752 pounds of expired
s ns recently wereth;thug]ut
region’s waterways a
county-wide collection called Prof
ect Rx
Old antibiotics, hormones and
m '-'E{E -'.r.'llff at the
ough event instead of being
dumped down the drain where they
eventually work their way into rivers
and creeks, potenfially affecting

TOSS DRUGS
IN PROJECT RX

wildlife and the people downstream

who drink the water.

Researchers have found every-
thing from antidepressants to hor-
n'x:inea in the nation's waterways
and are mvestigating theirimpacton
mﬁﬁ[‘fﬂﬂmﬂltandhwwm

154 growmg pro not
just in' Greenville or this state, but
nationally,” said Stacey Flax, spokes-

~woman for Renewable Water Re-
‘'sources; or ReWa, formerly the

Western Carolina Regional Sewer
Authority and a sponsor of the
event.

“We don't want to flush this stuff
because eventually it will get into

our waterways,” she said, “And

there's only so much that waste wa-
ter treatment can do to remove
those (drugs) from the water"
mﬁfﬂﬂ}'iﬂﬂmdmﬂigamm
many saying they had been
searching for such 2 collection or
had moved from a state like New
Jersey that had one, Flax =aid. So
many turned out, in fact, that orga-
nizers were forced to buy more

See DRUGS on page 7B



DRUGS

FROM PAGE 18

hmkmﬁﬂqﬁmtesaﬂer

opening, she said.
The county’s first expired-
-dru.g collection last Novem-
vielded more than 400
pounda of old medications.
This time, drugs were col
lected at two
MeAlister Squarg and St.
=t

thing from antibiotics and
hirth control pills to diabe-

“outdated

tes drugs and pan killers,

some dating hack 40 years

while others were from

South America and Ama.._

Ftaxsaud.'lhemalauwere
vitamins, supple-
ments and overthe-counter

‘medications, she said,

While most were in pill
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About 60 volunteers were
on hand for the event, which
also keeps the tlmgs gu;nué
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“It's very important for
thecumrmmitgtuw:lﬂeth;s
issue proactively,” she said.

wders and creams, Office,
ehesmﬁ.ﬂllareinmnemteﬂ Partn

“MutmurEhasthﬁmem

System, Carolina Insht

for Community Policing,
Greenville County Sheriff's
Office, Greenville Family

_Eree Blﬁaﬂr;e, Greemrﬂle:

Technical
Forever and
Market.

Another collection is-ex-
pected this fall.
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