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huge project on 40 miles of
the Hudson River,
“Its Q?ME o take fiE—
year perhaps, maybe a
tle more, depending on
what section of the river
you're in. This is a fix for
grandchildren,” David
K?@ director of the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency's Hudson River
field office, told Greenville-
Online:com.
And people on both riv-
ers ahmz CONgerns abaiit
recontamination by PCBs

sﬁrreduphycleanupachvi further

v

“While every jl;‘Cl is
umquﬂ. vir
dre . project has 1.he
potenti; for resiispension,
recontamination and trans-
port of contaminants in
sediments,” said Tom
Brosnan, a Hudson River
Natural Resource trusiee
for the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration.

Federal trustees on the
Hudson worry ahout po-
tential recontamination of
dredged areas by high lev-
els of surface PCBs direct-
Iy adjacent to the dredged
areas, Brosnan said.

On the Twelve Mile, the
2,000member Lake Hart-
well Association, Upstate
Forever and the P‘ickens

uun Dismct expressed
that, following remov-
a! thm ga.n: Fé’hnm of a

PCBs are washmg fmrn
floodplains ito the fver.

exﬁ %Um For-

kens County

fmm.d high concentrations

oiPCEsm the ﬂmﬂsﬂams.

tees overseeing the court-
ordered dam removal said
samples from a small nuri-
ber of suspicious locations
don't indicate widespread

contamination.

Mari; Behan, a spokes-
man for General Electric,
which is responsible for
the N{.'W York Supérfund

environmental remedy,
and yet it is an ine'-ntahle
e
' Proj
to hemns:dﬂ-ed and man-
Ahef question is wheth-
er al:wl-tnrmmiﬂiswurﬁl
long-ferm gain in cleaning
toxic carcinogens from the
walers.

“Shortterm pain for
longterm g‘ain is one way
to consider it." Brosnan
said. “Data from other re-
mediated sites show that
after dredging, concentra-
tions in sediments and fish
and transport of PCBs
should  show awelnraiaad
rates of decline”

Dredging and demoli-
tion of a second dam on the
Twelve Mile should be
complete in August, said
Stephen Harris, @ spokes-
man for Schlumberget
Technology Corp,, which
owns the former capacitor
manufaclm‘lng plant site
and is responsible for the
cleanup.

Schiumberger plans no
festing of flood
plain sediment “as we con-
tinue to adhere to the prof

ect's approved removal and
testing specifications;”
Harris said.

EPA will test for PCBs

and will document the

amount and area of residu-

nlsed.’:rrrentlﬁflmlhe

Twelve Mile when the

court-ordered dam remov-
alis done, said Craig Zeller,
EPA project manager for
the Superfund cleanup in
Pickens County.

The EPA. which iso't a
party 1o the court-ordered
natural resources seftle
ment, will meet with
Schlumherger and state

“Thealth officials after demo-

litien is complete and set

tlement trustees sign offon

the dredging, Zeller said.
Schiumberger will be

held responsible for an
"'t-.-r_n:'k11tﬂ.-|“.-11|3d:fe,-ml-:>1;1|r:.a].!'r

ments find unacceptable
risk, Zeller said.

Removal of the two cen-
turyold dams on the
Twelve Mile was ordered
to allow better flow of sedi-
ment to bury PCHs on the
hottom of Lake Hartwell as

mm‘hed in the Super

The mghhna.re on the
Hudson began with remoy-
al of a crumbling dam in
1973 followed by two vears
of heavy rain that washed
contarnination formerly he-
hind the dam downstream.

Underestimates of the
amount of sediment be-
hind the dam and insuffi-
cient sampling are “the
principal causes of the
dowiistream {ransport of
PCBs in the Hudson,” Be-
han said. Neither GE nor
the EPA was involved in
the sampling or dam re-
moval, he said.

“Before any rdam 15 taken
out 1 would sample the
heck out!of it. If we had
known what that was, we
would have dredged oute-
erything before that dam
was taken out,” King said.

To date, 60,000 samples
have been tested in the
cleanup and more sam-
pt‘mgmmwhemgdonem
{loodplains, King

After the first Dhaﬁt of
dredging on the Hudson in

2009, reports from the EPA

and GE show more PCB

contamination than o

nally th when dreﬂg

ing starie: “a good 40

percent m-::m. King said.
Dredging released near-

ly 25 times more PCBsinto-
the water than the EPA an-

ficipated and spread prem
ously buried PCBs down:
stream “where they are
mabile and available to be
taken in by fish" states

GE's evaluation of Phase 1 j !

on the Hudson.

Although more than I

60,000 sediment samples

were taken before dredg-
ing started, equipment

mistook a lajrerutwood de-

bris from logging and pa-

per mills as the river’s but-

tom, Behan said. More 1

PCBs were underneath,
‘Because dredging can
stir up PCBs, precautions
on the Hudson include a
studied balance between
the pace of work and the
depth of dredging — in
other words, deeper dredg-

i

ing and fewer passes, 1o >3

minimize  resuspension,
Behan said.
Gilt curtaing and. small
dams — two methods also
used on the Twelve Mile —

. wemmesﬁ]?usedm
areas of the Hu smhr&'

duce movement of PCBs
downstream, Behan said,
The second phase of
work on the Hudson rie
guires removal of about 2.5
million cubic yards of sedi- 3
ment, about 95 percent ur
the marﬂnalsEPAta:gﬂI:d

for ‘removal; COVEring all !

areas with up to.a
foot of clean sediment; and
securely capping er
areas to keep it in place
emlil in high flow, Behan
sai






