G’;ﬁﬂf‘ﬂ‘ e South Saluda River project

Judge says rocks
will boost water
quality, wildlife

By Anna Simon
Clermisa buresu
asimign@greanllansws.com

CLEVELAND — De-
Splth an administrative
judge’s  decision

. agajna: their efforts to

mvenlplammmtufrmk
vanes in the river, many

mountain residents on the
South Saluda River press

pneven as the start of the
projectdraws near,

- “I'm one of 102 land-
ownersup here who object

to that project,” said Van'

Membarsc Saids wmwm:rwmmwnmwwmﬁm“m river, Ken OsaURUSTATE
Plan raises fishermen’s
‘hopes, neighbors’ fears

| Residents still fighting plan to dump rocks in
(! meSuuutSahldafurtrmhab:tat

-

‘Allen, who haslived for 28

years by the river that

. flows along the Green-

yille-Pickens county ling
between the majestic sil-
houettes of Caeszars Head

SUZIE RIDDLESStaf

and Table Rock. '

“Thisisa beautiful, nat-
ural river, and we want to
keep it in the same condi-
tion that it is in,’ Allen

said. “We haven't givenup.

W&'re still trying to stop
m&m (1]

DPigging tons of rock
into the river bed will in-
crease flooding — already
a pmblam in heavy or per-
sistent rain — as well as
sedimentation and ero-
sion, said river rESIﬂ.EHt
Lib Tickle, who asked
Pickens County Council to
help fight the project.

Egltthnumer side of the
debate are conservation
groups armed with state
and federal permits and
ready 1o bégm the work
they say will improve the
river, which has bean
stocked with trout since
the 1930s, by enhancing
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hni;:tat for trout and other
fis

“We're not tryving to do
anything but enhance this
respurce that should be en-
joyed by the public,” said
Jolin Tynan, deputy direc-

tor of Upstate Forever, one-

partner in the $104,000 pro-
ject funded mainly by a
MNatural Resource Conser-
vation Service grant and
private gifts.

“This is a great project,
It is a great thing for the
community, and it'sa great
thing for the river,” said
Frank Holleman, president
dENatmraIand'l‘rnﬂt.

One side wants 1o add
rock structures to provide
pools and protected places

. for trout to hide from pred-
ators, lay eggs and eat, The
| other side wants the river
leftalone and fears tamper-

consequences and: irrepa-
rable harm.
Elsewhere in
County, there's sinﬂlar de-
‘bate over the impacl of
work on the Twelve Mile
River, where sval of

ﬂmﬂm{ﬂ?ﬂﬁmmnma—
tion has unleashed major
‘changes some fear could
bring further injury rather
than intended healing.

The South Saluda “is not
broken. It doesn't need fix-
ing,” said resident Brenda
Brooks. “Bringing in heavy
equipment doesn't sound
very mmrnmﬁmfaﬂy
friendly. There are rivers:
right upstream that are
colder where trout natural-
yreproduce”

The river dlready con-
| tains some reproducing
trout and could be the first
former trout stream in the
state to Have a vigorous

ing could bring unintended

Pickens

two dams that held back

populatitn restored, Holle-
man said,

“We've lost nearly 90
percent of the trout waters
in our state,” Tynan said.

Pickens Comnty Couneil
Chairwoman Jennifer Wil-
lis said the council wants to

ensure that county resi-

dents downstream from
the project aren't negativ-
ely impacted.

The county would like to

see formal design plans
and hydrology studies; but

because the work will be

done from the Greenville

County side of' the river,
Pickens County has been
told it doesn’t have juris-
diction, Willis said.

“We will probably write
a couple of letters” to the

county delegation, she
said.
The project has approv-

al from the DS Army
Corps of Engineers, the
state - Department  of
Health and Environmental

Control and the Greenville
County flood uﬁmmmn-a

tor, which all have said the
worlk should have no or
minimal impact on the riv-
er, Tynan said.

E.ngmee\-ing drawings
show typical structures
tather than specifics for

each location because
plans need to be flexible so
the structures can he
placed ﬂpprﬂpna‘tei? for
each location in the river,
Tynan said.

Arecent decision by Ad-
ministrative Law Judge
Carolyn €. Matthews said
Tickle, who challenged the
DHEC permit, failed to
prove that DHEC erred in
issuing it. The project will
benefit fish, wildlife and
water quality, and environ-
mental impacts can be
avoided, Matthews wrote
in her order,

The project consists of
placing 15 Yock vanesin the
river and restoring and

Blocking off muddy eroded
pull-offs on the south side
of ‘State 11 near the viver,
Holleman daid.

4 wide, paved parking

ares on the other side of the

highway will remain open
to the public, he said.

Work will start in com-.
ing. weeks and shpuld be
doen this fall, he zaid.

The nonprofit groupand
private landowner Dianne
Culberteon own the two
parcels containing the

streteh of river near State

11 where the rock will be
placed, Holleman said he
represents  both Natura-
land and Culbertson.

Culbertson said she is
happy with the plans. She
said her hushand, now de-
ceased, was an avid fisher-
man’ auﬂ would have liked
the project.

For years the river has
been accessible fo the pub-
lic from State 11 through
Naturaland property and
swill remiain open to the pub-
lie except during construc-
tion, when access will be
closed for safety reasoms,
Holleman said.

Residents fear theres
more to the project than

what's being presented.
Tickle said she's seen docu-
mentsn indicating 28 struc-
tures will be placed in the
tiver in two phases, Allen
said there are 32 markings
on the highway indicating
where vanes will goin;

Residents  also  “sus-
pect” the wvanes, which
channel water toward the
center of the river are
“more for lkayaks than
trout use,” Allen sdid,

Holleman said 15 strue-
tures is the total for both
phases — 10 in the first
phase and five in the sec-
ond. Kayakers do use the
river, which is public wa-
ter, however this project is
to improve trout habitat,
Holleman said.
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