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Growth in the Golden
Strip is one reason the
Greenville-Spartanburg
metropolitan area has been

. Smart Growth, headquar-
_tered in Washington, D.C.,
is a nationwide coalition
that promotes what it de-
scribes as better ways for
cities and metropolitan
areas to grow.
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Riverside-San Bernardino, Calif.
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In the last 10 years, the Up-

state’s population has grown by

more than 140,000 people. The
Golden Strip ha$ accounted for
more than 16 percent of the
grown in both its cities and plan-
ning area — growing from 43,-
401in 1990 to 66,285 in 2002.
In the next 10 vears, andther

wave of the growth'is expected’

to occur. ,

“This region is growing and
will continue to grow,” Eldridge
said. “Part of the solution is

what Greenville County is. al-

ready considering: writing a pol-
icy that encourages developers
ta mix those uses and build con-
necting street networks like on
a grid system.”

Mauldin and Simpsonville are
already taking steps to combat
hecoming another sprawl area.
such as Atlanta.

Plans are in the works in both
cities to revitalize their central
business districts, to redevelop
vacant commercial. sites and to
upgrade their road systems.

I think any concern about
sprawl is legitimate,” said Simp-
sonville City Administrator Bar-
ry Hickman. “On the other hand,
Simpsonville City Council has

been very conservative in their
growth plan. We're looking at
the commercial growth corti-
dors, areas that are going to im-
pact the city itself so we can an-
nex them and better control
what happens to them. We feel
very good about our plan.”

Each of the 83 regions was
studied and ranked based on
four major factors, including:
housing compactness, mixed
use of land; number of residen-
tigl, commercial and town-like
centers in the Upstate; accessi-
bility of street networks; and
the overall sprawl index.

Greenville-Spartanburg
scored below average in each

category.

Don Chen, executive direct
of Smart Growth America, sa
the study and report Ww:
prompted mainly to find empi
ical evidence of sprawl on a me
ropolitan scale, and to find o1
how American communities ar
growing with respect to growl
or sprawl. ’

“We wanted to find out wh
the impacts on the quality
people’s lives might be due
sprawl,” Chen said. “For exan
ple, people who live in sprar
areas drive a lot more, breat!
more polluted air, are subject
higher traffic fatalities, the
have to own more cars, and th
use public transportation less.”



