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THE 'S' WORD: County is
facing serious challenges
to manage growth, sprawl

~m=m rowth represents the greatest challenge
that Spartenburg County facesin trying
to maintain and imprave the quality of

Iife for its regidenty

The county's population now excesds 250,000 and
continues to ingrease at the vate of about seven peo-
ple per day. Land in the county is being developed at
The tate of more than 10 acres per day, which isthe
equrvalens of 2 brand new WesiGate Mall every six
days [tiathe highest vare of land development in

South Caralina

One thing is certain The county s going 1o contin-
ue (o growand dlevelop The fact is that by 2015, there
will e 39,000 more county residents They will need
14,000 more homes, will drive 26,000 more care and
will diseharge 5.6 million tnore gallons per day of

wastewaler.

The momentous quesions That Spartanburg Coun-
ty must address are Where will zll of these new resi-
dents live and work? How wall thew needs be met

+ SEE SPRAWL PAGE A15

BRAD WYCHE,
Evecutva girectar, Upstale Forewe:

“Land i1y the county is
being developed at the
rate of more than 10
ucres per day, which is the
equivatent of o brand
new WestGare Mall every six days."

People Mock to a lestival in'Baiel Pirk: Sparian
burg's seenic park was complatas] three venrs ago.

SMALLER SCHOOLS Trend of ‘mega- schools should end

Ay DIANE ELDRIDGE
o e Had 33 Joul nat
mall neghborhood schools
could be malane « comeback
m Sputh Carolwa if a biparti-
san cozhtwn ol legislators,
n¢luding several fivm the
Upstate, has anything to do withit
Hevalding the many benetits of
sinall schools, they have introduced a
new bill that will male 1t easier to
Build new schnels in existing neigh-
borhoods by eliminating existing
acreage requirements
1o addition, the bill places a cap an
the number of students one school
i serve, making it possible 1o

Jeturn to the smaller; o1 e personal
schuols of the past.

The bill, however, has been crite-
crzed by some whe contend Lhat it is
oo expensive and usurps local con
trol of pubhic schools Trespectiully
disagree with both assertions.

Cost s regularly cited a5 the just-
fication [or school closure and cons
solidation and for the construction of
mega schools — all too often buidlt on
remole sites or along interstates, far
from any real community

The fact is that sinaller, communi-
ty-centered sclools are a bargaw for
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have been
proven to
praduce higher ach-
jeventent rates, higher
graduation rates ....”
CARIL 5. NICHOLS,

Crettor ¢f efutation and advocady
Upsiate Forever

STAFF FILE PHOTOS

VISION DRIVEN:
Task force eyes
balanced growth
and protection
of resources

By KEN JACKSON
For the Herald-Joumal
i s South Carolinians,
I we are blessed with
o exceptional qual-
¢ % ityoflife:healthy
.A. A communities, a
diverse cultural heritage and
shundant natural resources.
Although these blessings have
heen ours to enjoy for many
years, they now ave threatened
by the deleterious impacts of
unbalanced,
poorly man-
aged growth.
Unless we
take measures
to change the
status quo,
South Carollne
stands 1o
compromise
those very
assets that
define our
quality of life,
Gov, Mark

“.. South
Carolina
stands to
Sanfordcom-  compromise

missioned a
29-member
task lorce o
formulate
idens about
how to main-
tain and pro-
tect South
Carolina's
qualiy of life.
The phrase
“quality of
life” means
different
things to dif
ferent people. and Gov. Sanford
tapped a diverse group of peo-
ple — lawniakers, conservation-
ists, developers and business-
people — whurepresent a wide
vange of perspectives and nter-
ests

Remarkably, the 1ask foice
Taund that what unired us, a
conunou vision for quality of
tfe ih South Carolina, was much
stronger than what divided us,
ol tndividual causes. By work
ng toward a common goal
hased on shaved values, the task
force was oble to submit a
report containing more than 63
recommendatons, each one of
which was agreed upon by con-
SensUY, ot majority vote

While mensbers varied v
what areas they thought were
most Important, we were unted
1n our vision of balancing

those very
assets that
define our
quality of
life”
KEN JACKSOH,

Govemor's Ouahty
ol Lile Task Force
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Jackson: Infrastructure is a critical
consideration for South Carolina

+ VIS continued from A3
protection of our natural and cul-
tural resources with vibeant ece-
aomic growth.

Ore of South Caraline’s great-
et aasets Is tha strength and
divernlty of iZa COmMUnLLies.
Unfortunately, the current trend
toward “mega-schools” |hrealens
et p:cdu quat
tively im, ur iy of
hife. New public achools are
increasingly rassive sod far

e Community achoalg fall Into
<k category; an does highway
muintenance,

Currantly, South Cerolina's
roads mmtnuem derlise while
the sate spenids 8 mere 20 per-
oent of ita (otal Infrasoructure
budget an road maintenacce. The
task focce recommends that high-
Wiy mauitenancs Take prece-
denca gver new road mnsmuc-
zion, and whers new rond eapacity
1 ugtified, that the site Depart-

from the communitias that they ment of Transporwation ba direct-
sarve. ed 1o choose tha least expensive
A growing bedy of regesrch wily 10 meet these needs.
clearty establishes that Ancther key tenel of the task.
nemhboﬂmdthumm force report was bottem-up deci-
_“ 's d lmmlln!l;endhmllmwer
dmuMegunhod: inctude stronger measures o oon-
rpuvlmzlnenllrlmclmlmn urvumrmmrllmw
Turther comasrvation moen-
fragmenied develgpment around  nves for private landowners —
the remote alte, pexil i the pe
We recomiziad ellninating capin the Conservation [ncen-

minimum screage requirements

w© mveuhml digtricty more flexi-

hility In xite seleztion, capping
nrollmenl whools and

‘The task force alsa focused on
another kay lasue critical to sus.
adning our quallty of 1ife publle
Iinfengtrucrare decisions. Given
tha present infrastructurs deficlt
In Seuth Carvlina, it & Imperative
thai taxpayers’ dollara are eff-

mivlpemuﬂlppmprimly
directed. By following the simple
directive, "phin where you build,

and build mly where you plas,”
tics are remeved [rom public

ucing ]
ciencles and mving taxpayer dol-
lars, The future benefis m South
Carolinians wiuld be lhat rosds,

Erowth
areas while significant natural
and cultural resqurces are pre-
served

A crucial companen; of exab-
lishing a vistoo-driven — not pol-
tics-dnven — infrastruciure

1dentify grovh dress g well ay
comervation xeess, coordinate
these plana with other rea publie
sérvice agencies and Implement
accyrding to plan. Developers and
conservationisis alike agres that
cfear ruley md reguladans can
produce mutually detirshle out-
cosnes that reduee sprawl md
undue stress on traditional rural
communities znd natural
resources,

The central theme of steward. °

ahip permeates the report with

recommenidations emphasczing

||.Hng care of hat we have
befars. ting samethung

tives Act and increasing the maxi-
rum snnuat sredic Umic of
$52,500 per year. We also recom-
mend mcreasing funding of the
Comsezvatlon

Wyche: Growth management is issue for both local, stat

* S contirmed from A13

w{thout degrading tha quality of Ilfa for

everyane] Will

beoyme His =, UBA"orwill It

cantins to be s truly special placal
Spartenburg County Ly not

growth ment, Ha even men-
tioned the “5" word (sprarwl), the firel
goverpor i tha hismry of South Caroll-
0 10 usa the ward In the State of the
Srate Addreay! We have onme n long

‘wayl
Shertly after ha mok offies, Gav,
Sanford lppdnlud & Quallty of Lifa
Thsk Farce to conalder thesa lmprrtant
recommendaticny

tasnes and make ]
whit negds to be dave. It I 8 broad-
based group of people from eround the
atats, with bearly every viswpaint rep-

resented + Public sgenciess
The task Moree unanlmouty where they budld, and
approved lis reparcand delivered It 1o they plan.™
the governor in February, [t provides -+ Glvepreferenca
-nlnaplﬂnahlumbxmhwwrma existing highwigs o
nnd lncal governmenty can KCCOTMO-
ot ot tl® i bt oan iy
m envirmment and quality of Life rm- i + Remtve legal [m)
o et o it adat o
¥t * v
<] ol the stats Javel, but thers re oth- opment and redeveloy
ml}utlnulgwmmmtlllhsilr lies
nnburg County Coumed] could Imple- It I a terrific repar
s e
[EOETAME [0 piD-  ErS
Lect environmental and histaric oty will be
retources. they do, 1t should be o
on.u;u!mmntm-jorpmjumbe Tentrw that the goverm
th loea) land-uss plang,
I!Brmraﬂmmd =
:n-uc:imnrmmmlrfm-mnu Brod Wychs [s the
schozls gver tha construction of new of Upstaie Fovever. i
megs-scheals, I ot B64-250-0500 0
4+ Deslgunte “priovity Invesment forover.org, Upstoia
wreas™ for furore growih, addrezs by oot

Eldridge: Smaller neighborhood schools are getting bett

Bank,

In arder 1o achlave quality & ECHOOLE cémittnued fram A13 High School and Anderson's T. s nll sbtut?
grewth in South Carolina, weneed 1azpayers, Dropout aoyty, transports- Hmﬂhhsdml)neuuminimmn Regarding tha
1p arreamline agéney permitting tlon costs amd service and Infrasruc. of 45 roora than half of the
and regulatory processes, While lmmﬂm,lunmotmumu ]:I:d.[fﬁcmll,ifmhnpmble ta devoted topublic edis
reguisions are necEmary 10 pro- that make this grus. find enough undeveloped kand in exiar- fare, clearty has
le:ttb!:nvlrmmmt.uﬂm Several studies have found that cummunities o méeet tain sian. Teasmable &

ency regulations are in cenflict dropoist rates ars dards, Even where qulficien: land iy that thesa fimds are s
wnhmelnnlhzrnndmlseunnm yeimols, For example, a study of 128 mmumbepmubmn}ygw . effectively ay possibli
emrypennlmmdauysm New Yark igh a0 RITEY(

costa to the land: achpols with 500 ar fewer students had 'l‘hus. dizpriets are foreed to Ing to bullding spacifl
and consumer. We include recom- a5 dropout rate enmpared with btdldm‘.hnnllml.l.mmof'dmp eartifieatiog and eurr
mendatiens supporting stream. 13pergent for lanid” in the countrysida, Soon apcther  afew.
lined regulath hsch impose encr- problem occurs. Tha schoo] attracts sln-e]ylhzmluha:
based proceases. TOUS G On BOCHTY. sprawling which reg 1t

South Carglina is & ressure to Fwnumple.mpuuntohh: gwemmeaulurvmnmﬂumm llluwedinl::hnni,u
all of us who live and work here. adults in Americm widened roads, water, sswerand potice  ante for extractdinar
Our nutursd and ceultural dlwuu‘ll mwumnumr nmriremutmion. Indeed, in view of the
TES(UITES ATTFRCT Many Visitors to dx recefving welfare did not Dorman High Schosl in Spartentury  eisted with larger ach
our state, and our quahiy of bfe iy Finiah high schacl County Isan 1k of this be miade thal
amajar drawing card for new and Cast comparisans often ake b abligarion to dom.
telocating businesses, I acemmt the bises, bus drivers, fuel Relocated from am urbmn loeation The amall schools |

‘We are fortunate that tha chal- and mafnteumes necraary to trans- toa rural gits along I-25, the new would Incal nchex
lenge before us ia 1 protest our paort students within the schonl operied last year on 4 Z2-acme pawer in the cholce m
qualscy of life, not rextore gur graphic area aerved bry a big schoal. .ltm(mx:ﬂsnunru\e%rturd altey bécama It would
quality of life. The Parents who drive their students 1o nmwu)ﬂmul.npmvidﬂuw{m the minlrum
nons for Gov. Sanford reinfores wchonl and students who them- withe arel Notanly would thise
tha task foree mizsim of balmnc. elvey hear Lhe costy of their own trans- bah{lnnmcd vl- to bulld morem
Ing economic growth and environ- P T terins of milaage and bchudnvelupeddmbymtba achaols, [(akg would
mental eonservation by emphasiz- in ﬂluuht‘umerpmh {ars by oot requiting .
g education, In¢entved over Inms-N.Amahr:tmﬁHbu vinayard, Tha m structire and pervice
mulmgn l;lﬂ-rhetwnwlplunﬁ mw.t:nambl‘i::d"ml 2 mmgmumm&fw.. . i
re:pec:or vale property dﬂnl.lwh mi B belleved the new nelgh- bagic principl
rights ye=ara age, m-ysmnm\;ma borbood would ba A suecess “heen

spend an averageol 4 minuteainthe  ofthe spurt the area ls going ‘bill known iy the Saut

Ken Juckson, co-cheairman car day.mmnrwhichmlm 10 £xpérienca because of the high and

of the Governor’s Quality of Lifs chanlf chilidren to 0 nearby deve H, 3608, which s sp

Thsk Force, s president of the with 375 homes, 1B0 spartmenms md 35 ‘l.:ﬁt_ltelqhhm'r

€. Associntian of ThaS,C. Deparoment of Education ncreg property alsa Iy " for taxpayera an

cm-rmuyhnmhummlgue_aee under way. would bring neighbor

Stote Depuariment of Health xites In siudies condycted w0 South Carplina,
and Eavirmamenial Control Board bazdmundzlevdmdnumbzrn!m- natiomsride, nel ghbarhood. have =

Chairwoman Elieabeth Hogood, been proven o produce higher achleve- Eldridge i diy

Jormer g.m:mm dmmrqj'xh.—. Formmpln. A1,000-pudent elemen-  ient rates, higher gradustion rates, and pdvacary for U)
Lowcouniry wynr.tmucmvmwwm‘nm lower dropaug ratey, lexy violence and tanbereached at (.

ca»dmnrnj’lluQmmyquJu rolotype) requlres et least 20acres, m, greater teacher mtisfaction  emuilat Q.
‘Task Forca, contnbuied aqdamzhxdmlwhhl,smmu denr:p!rmullndmmunlly Upsiate Forever
1 this column. (approximately tha sies of Sparantmury i Tan’t that what Iy unww.



	5-18-03 Part I.pdf
	5-18-03 Part II.pdf

