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Lake Robinson area faces growth issu

Study will aid in the development

of expanding community
By Angelia Davis in the Waodruff Road area.”
Srars WRITER Sinve the Lake Robinson

afuve @greenvillensws pom

A IZ8-square-mile grea
north of Greer around Lake
Roburisan 1s outpacing popu-
lation growth for Greenville
County as 8 whole, and ex-
perts and residents see
mare coming

The populaticn grew by
42 percent between 1990
and 2000, while the county-
wide growth was 18,7 per-
cent, according Lo & new re-
port.

The area around Lhe lake
grew another 5.2 percent
between 2000 and 2002 to
a current population of
6,759, according to the
study by Arnett Muldrow &
Assaciates,

The area is bounded by
State 11 to the north, State
101 to the east, slate high-
ways 290 and 253 to the
west and Millord Church
Road Lo the south.

Lake Robinson area resi-
dent Tom Faulkner said the
study is “the beginning of
\he next step in a process of
organizing people around a
concetn aboul preserving
the beanly of the environ-
menl,”

He sad residents want "o
encourage the public and
private sector to have fore-
sighl In our planning and de-
velopment efforts such that
we don't experience any-
thing close to Woodeufl
Road again.”

The rapid population
yrowth on the county's
Eastside overwhelmed
Woodruff Road and nearby
routes hefore widening proj-
cets relieved congestion,

Faulkner and other Lake
Robitison residents con-
cerned about rapid growth
iniliated the study after or-
ganizing into the Lake Rob-
inson Area Alliance in late
2002,

Faulkner said Lheir con-
cern was prompted most
mmedialely by news that
the planned Blue Ridge
Plantation development,
wiuch is being built, will add
1100 new residences and
businesses to Lhe lake area,

“We quickly realized the
siza of the development was
gomg o have a sipgnificant
impact of increased tralhic
and increased demand for
services such as schaols and
other things,” Faulkner said,

“It was also to try 1o work
with County Council and
other public hodies to antici-
pale the growth (hat was
COmING G our community
better than what happened

Area Alliance wasn’t a non-
profil group, its memnbers
gshed Upatate Forever, a
tax-exempt nenprofit organ-
2alion interested in growth
and land-use issues, (o sub-
mit an application Lo fund a
growth study.

A $10,000 grant {rom the

John I. Smith Charities paid
tor the study, and the pro-
fessional planning frm of
Arnell Muldrow did the
work,
The 22-page report rep-
resents the first time Lhat
guantifiable numbers have
been generated to put the
growth in the Lake Robin-
s0n area in perspaclive,

It detals growth trends,
such as increases in popula-
tion, income, 1raffic and de-
velopment, It also discloses
current lard-use mforma-
tion, Lhree growth projec-
tion scenarios, options to
cope with the growth and
uther nlormation.

The study's objectives
were {0 "1esearch and docu-
ment ygrowth trends, en-
gage area residents in a dis-
cussion of the [uture of the
ared, establish common
goals and to propose oplions
to secure those goals.”

Bred Wyche, executive
direclor of Upslate Forev-
er, said reasciis lor the rap-
id growth include its natural
beauty near the niountain
and the proximity o good
scheols and Greer without
being inside the city limits,

Tripp Muldrow, of Amett
Muldrow, said the northern
part of Greenville County ia
the next logical place for
growth to accelerate even
more because olher regions
are beginning to run out of
space.

“You can diive down the
roads there and realize the
area is growing. [t shouldn’t
come 10 anyone as @ sur-
prise at how rapidly the arca
is growing,” he said.

Grecenville County Coun-
cilman Joe Dill, who repre-
sents 3 ot of the northern
Greenville County area, sald
he knew when the Greer
Lommission of Public
Waorks built Lake Rebinson
that it would just be a mat-
ter of time before lots of
people would be living
arpund it,

“l see what's going on
there, and we're irying to
stay ahead of it with police
protection, EMS and roads,
he said. “1¢'s almost Impossi-
ble.”
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