reedom just an

Americans’ love of private cars
causing traffic jams, air pollution

By L.C. Leach il
Tribune-Times Writar

It started with cavemen and
rulling logs, shifted gears with
Roman chariots, then shephierd-
ed Americans to the Wesl.

But it didn't hit its stride until
the 1950s when superhighways
began to connect every part of
America,

It, of course, is mobility
through wheels, and far from be-
ing just the single biggest way
far people to gel ftom une place
to another on their own, it has
rooted itsell in the last 50 years
as the churning, burning symbol
of individual freedom: freedom of
movement, freedom to escape,
and the freedom to unlock the
never-ending, spinning urge o
hit the road with go-fever,

“Ti's a great feeling of plea-
sure,” sad Kimberly Parks nf
Fountain Inn. "I love to travel by
car more than any other way.”

In his 1957 groundbreaking
novel, "On The Road,” Jack Kero-
une wrote about this new love of
mmobility through a life in the car,
the bus, the teain, and especially
in the head, where stiall-town
diners were linked with big city
jizz clubs by seemingly endless
barren deserts, faceless cities
and 1,900 miles of the road,
which truly went on forever.

"It was drizzling and mysteri-
ais 2t the heginming of our jour-
ney," Kerouac wrote. 1 could see
that it was going Lo be one big
saga of the mist." '

That mist today is more of a
haze, a glare, or @ shimmenng of
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Americans love their
cars, particularly the
classics.

lieat rising from metal frames
and bumpers as highways and
smaller roads grow wider to han-
die more traffic.

But the love of the car is out-
pacing the ability to make room
for-them,

For example, the Bureému of
Transportation reporis that in
South Caroling, there were 3.1
million registered cars and light

trucks, tut onfy 2.84 million li-
censed drivers.

As the Upstate edges toward &
population of 1.5 million in the
next 25 years, the question is
bow Lo make enough yoom for all
thes curs and elude the humpers
to-humpet stall of traffic pams.

“We all really love the freedom
of beitig able to jump in Our car
and go wherever we wanl o,
gaid Diane Eldridge, associate di-
rector of Upstate Porever, a
SToup that promotes smart de-
velopment. “But we don't have
anything proving that we eon’t
tlso love the freedom to get out
and walls or ride our bikes or
\ake alternative methods of
transportation.”

She added that singe the free-
‘dom of ear travel has been some-
what compromised because of
the number of vehicles now on
the road, there will have to be, at
some point, @ halance between

the freedom of having youe own
wheels and freadom from excess
traffic.

"We can't really accommodate
the number-of cars we keep put-
ting qut on the road, ant even if
we: could keep up with it, imagine
the number of roads we'd have in
100 vears,” Eldridge said. "So we
need to come up with some other
choices, sind we need 1o have the
pption to nol have to dnve if we
don'twant te.”

A hikeways/greenways systamn
is.0n the way in Mauldin for peo-
ple who like to get outdoors. And
the cancept of a top-notch, inter-
linking mass transit system has
pmerged in the lust year as the
most nbvinus possibility for-mo-
hility among Mauldin, Simpsore
ville and Greenville.

Simpsonville 2020, a local citi-

gen advisory group, plans o have

a representative from the stale
Degartment of Transportation
address the future of mobility in
Greenville County.

other word for automobile

"Our Aug. 26 meeting is dedi-
cated to transportation and alter-
native ways to move peaple and
things,” s4id group leader Butch
Kitven, "We're already miaking
recommendations to the City
Council that would support some
sensible growth activities.”

Bul even if mass transil were
to solve the ditemma of too many
vehicles of the road, it is Tikely
the love for the personal auto
anid Lhe fove of the voad will con-
LITLe.

“Being behind that wheel — 1
wouldn't have it any other way,”
Patks said,

(O as Kerouac wrote: "What is
that fecling when you're driving
away from people and they re-
cede on the plain Hll' you see
their specks dispersing? ... It’s
the too-huge world vaulling us
andit’s good-hye but we lean for-
ward o the next crazy venture
beneath the skies”



