Eastside residents tight to save 1ake

“Our
biggest
concern
is that it
sold off. * L
Weknow itisn'ta
park, but a ot of
people treat it that
way. I'd be happy
for anybody to get
involved and help
us preserve it.”
— Suren Xung, resident of Dak
Points neighborhood
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Gall 676-1316 for mora
miormaten

zier, Larkin and plenty of
neighbors who live near the
popular Eastside recreation
spot just off Roper Moun-
tain Road. It also was &
spark for hundreds of oth-
ers who visit the lake each

victim this year ko massive
budget cuts.

“Qur concern 1s that pri-
vate developers will buy up
the property and ruin it,”
sai Kathy Frazier, who
Yves in nearby Oak Pointe.

park for everyone.”

State Rep. Gloria Has-
kins, R-Greenville, told The
Greenviile News this week
Lha is mxactly what shouid
happen.

She told the newspaper
she’ll invite Frazier Lo ap-
pear hefore the local legis-
lative delegation Nov. 15
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to share her concerns and enlist
the group’s help.

“T'm all for saving 2s much of
our natural graen space as we
cam,’ Hasking said. Tve walked
around that lake many a time
with my children on their bicy-
cles with our dog, That is really a
peaceful, sercne 8red, and it
needs to gtay that way. All pro-
gress 1s not necessarily beneficial
to the welfare of our society if we
sre talking about taking awav
from the beawifil space that Ged
gave us. To sce a developer G0 in
there and take all the trees oul
wouid just make my hair sland

up.

Tohn Frampton, directer of the
Department of Natural Re-
sources, said no decision has
been made about the future of
the: properiy. When a decision 15
made, he said the agency would
meet with the local delegation to
explore options to use the prop~
ertly as green space.

Sull, Frazier and cther folks
who lve in nearby Dove Tree,
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“We need to preserve places like
@i this for the future of our children.
Why would they want io keep
going in this direction?”
— Toni Clark, resident of Dave Trea nexghborood

Oak Pewnte and Huntington
neighborhoeds  are concerned.
They believe private developers
are already attempting 1o buy
privately beld real estate frontng
on Oak Grove Lake, with plans to
target the Department of Natu-
ral Resources adjacent acremge
wher it becomes available.

“%a don't want lo see them
clear gut the trees and put up
patio homes,” Frazier said.

I that were allowed 10 happes,
she said, the road that circles the
lake would likely have to be wid-
ened 10 accommodate the new
iraffic. And Lhe increased storm-

water runoff would likely be too
much for the lake and surround-
ing creeks and streams Lo handie,
resulting i flooding problems 83
[ar away as Garlington Road.
“That would be devastating,”
gaid Larkin, who has lived up the
road from Oak Grove Lake for
five years. “Everybody I've
\alked to zbout it ia concerned.”
The homeewners associations
in Dove Tree, Oak Peinte and
Huntingtor Lalked shout the idea
of acquiring the kand, But Frazier
gaid the malnlenance and msur-
ance costa would be too high.
State Sen, David Thomas, R~

Greenville, said he is confident 8
solution can be found. He said he
i§ atready working with the lead-
ership of Upstate Forever, a non-
profit orgamzation that focuses
on protecting special places in
the Upstate, to keep the proper-
ty aut of the hands of private de-
velopers.

“Any ¥ind of lake that we can
malntain #a & park should be
done,” Thomas said, “We
shouldr't let that get loose, and
aut of the hands of the public.”

State Sem. Mike Fair, R-
Greenville, aaid tus only concern
is that DNR might want to be
compensated for the land. “If that
jsn't @ hangup, I don’L Bee @
problem,” he said.

Both Fair and Haskins sald the
answer miight be to have the
state deed the property over to
the Greenville County Parks and
Recreation Comumission.

That is one avenue the delega-
tion will explore.

“We have plenty of other Land
throughout Greenville that could
be developed,” Haskins said.
“This I8 an issue that st rezlly
sends me through Lhe roak. 1 find
it very ironic Lhat the very de-
partrment that is supposed to be
preserving our natural resources
would copsider doing away wilh
this great space.”

w Siaff writer Aon! M. Sifvaggio can b
reached at 208-4801.
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