'You’Ve come a

Green\g

News

way, O}{eedy

Conservation groups hope ﬁshmg o

By Paul Alongi
StarFF WRITER
palongi @ greenvillenews.com

Deer tracks mark the
sand. Birds perch in the
trees, and watér that once
ran lime green has been re-
stored to its natural muddy-
brown color.

The Reedy River in
southern Greenville County
has come a long ‘way in the
eight years since a Colonial
il pipeline spewed more
than 950,000 gallons of die-
sel fuel into the water, kill-
ing 35,000 fish. -

If all goes as some conser-
vation groups plan, the pub-
lic will one day use the hard-
est-hit 23-miile stretch to
canoe, fish and even swim.
But it wop't be as easy as.
- building a few new docks

FATRICK COLLARD / Sif
Hopes for Reedy River:
Carol Jilley looks at-a map
where she would like to see
a park on the Reedy River.

and boak ramps.

* A few strings come with
a $3 million chunk of the
settlement with Colonial
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Oil. The money has been set
aside to either buy property from
private landowmers or purchase
“conservation easements” that
limit what they could build along
the river.

But ficst thé conservation
groups, who are negotiating with
landowners on bebalf of the state,
have to find an owner willing to
sell property for appraised value.
And some say there's a chance
the Legislature could raid the
fund before money is used to buy
property.

The spill in June 1996 polluted
34 miles of the river, but the ef-
fort, to censerve land is focusing
on a 23-mile sirip stretching
from the pipeline near State 418

to Boyd Mill Pond. No land hag

- been conserved so far.

Grant Cunningham, a Clemson
University associate professor of
planning and landscape architec-
ture, said some landowners fear
that curbing development with
an easement would lower proper-
ty values. But the easements of-
fer tax write-offs and can jn-
creasé property values by pro-
tecting river views, he said.

“The private individual may
not reap immediate persdnal
gain,” he said. "But over the'long
term, you'll find there is gain.”

Carol Gilley, who maoved to
Fork Shoals from Maryland 18

years ago, has focused on acquir-.

ing some mill property where
Huff Creek’s swishing rapids and
the Reedy River converge ahout
two miles downstream from the
pipeline.

Weeds and tangled branchés

fill the banks, The erange-brick
Spinning Mil} building has broken
windows. But in Guley’s mind,
the area could be ative with play-
ing children, a band pavilion and 2
cafe. -, :

“It would really open it up to a
lot of recreatign and family time,”
Gilley said of her vision.

The Legislature raided the Co-

lonial Pipeline fund in 2002,. us-
ing more than $400,000 in inter-
est to:help make aip for a state
budget shortfall, T
_ Brad Wyche, executive direc-
tor of Upstate Forever, said fed-
eral law offers some protection
for the fund, but bhe remains con-
cerned the. General Assembly
culd ,divert the ‘money away
from conservation,

“They,ve been raiding environ-
mental funds for many-years,” he
said, “Tust look at their record.”

Conservation groups, such as

Upstate Forever and Friends of
the Reedy River, are negotiating
with land owmers, but Lhey don't
have the authority to spend the
state’s money. They can only
make recommendations on which
parcels ta preserve.

Purchases would have to be ap-

proved by the state Department .

of Natural Resources board, the
Joint Bond Review Committee
and the state Budget and Control
Board, said Barry Beasley, direc-
tor of habitat protection for the
state Department of Natural R

sources, :

It’s the state’s money, so no
more than appraised value can be
paid, Beasley said,

“Just like any dther land pur-
chase, there's the negotiation of
price. It's just a matter of asking
price and what can be paid,* said
Dan Trout, executive director of
Friends of the Reedy River.”

——

Boyce Clardy, who owns the
18.5-acre mill property, said he
has never finalized a sale for his
land, but he has talked with Gilley
and negotiated with Wyche.

“It does have great potential
for the park,” Clardy said.

Landowners who put their
property into a conservation
easement would retain owner-
ship, Biit Trout said development
would be limited to low-impact
structures, such as a dock or pic-
nic shelter, within 200 feet_ of the
water.

“We don’t want them clear-cut-
ting timber,” he said.

Leaving undeveloped land on
the sides of the river would help
filter runoff, such as pesticides

-and herbicides, and lead to clean-

er water, Trout said. A second-
ary benefit, he said, is that. the
open space would create a habi-
tat for birds and other wildiife.

Mingieh Chang, forest hydrol-
ogy professar at Stephen F. Aus-
lin State University, said the
community should consider land
slope, the size of soil particles
and surface roughness when de-
ciding how to limit development
along rivers. o

“A buffer strip of 200 feet wide
should be sufficient in.most
streams in the Southeast” he
said.

Wiyche said the state and coun-
ty don't provide enough money
for new parks, sa the pipeline set-
tlement pregents an unusual op-
portunity. Gilley’s mill project .
could bring a new park to an area-
that now is filled with rolling
green Helds but is expected to
grow, he said.

‘It would be a wonderful re-.
source today,” Wyche said. *Tt
would be even more appreciated
as that area continues Lo develop
and change.”
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