PROGRESS: Greenways
are being recognized
and embraced as
paths to prosperity

By FHILIP BELCHER

For the Hersich- Jourisl
resnways often are defmed as
linear corridors of protected
space usually set aside for
recreation or active ransporia-
titn purposes,

Their importance, however, transcends a
simple dictignary definition. In fact, green-
ways may be some of Lhe mpst effective
avenues to healthler lifestyles, economic
develppment and communitly building, They
cat provide connectinng between destina-

tlons like s;l;oolds ;.nd
« stores, parks and down-
Market towns, auditoriums and
forees artg centers, They are
innovative tools for eco-
responid  nomic development that
when can turn unbuildable
areas such as old railroad
1 comm- corridora into beachfiont
property. They appeal to
s ante up and youmngao]d. rich and poor
* with advantages that no
: Breenways. other conservation g
£l CHER opportunity can match,
ok Foundation But let’s fce it It's not
anew jdeq to auggest that

a greenway or some other lifestyle amenity
might transform our modest textile town
into & place with a capital “P".

In the past, every time some well-mean-
ing soul floated a “quality of life” Improve-
ment in Spartanburg, it seemed o walt into
the room with e hint of incense and a Grate-
ful Dead riff. Understandably. that never
won over the Chamber of Commerce and
others with the resources to make green
ways a reality.

+ SEE PROCRESS PAGE A19
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Above, Liberty Park in Spaitanburg
serves as part of the Palmetto Trail.
The top photo shows a view from the
Cottonwood Trail on Spartanburg’s east
slde. Below, Ed Griffin walks along the
boardwalk over the Cottonwood Trail's
wellandsprea,
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solutions are needed
in order to pick up
the tab for greenways

By EMILY CROW NEELY
For the Herald-Journal
I tUsasafeber that most Spartanburg

1 County residenta want parks and

B greenways in their communities.
ﬁ Go to Milliken, Cleveland Park, the

Cottonwoog Trrail, Barnet Park or the
South Carolina Schaol for the Deaf and the
Blind cn any Saturday afterncon when the
weather is nice, and you will fmd a wide
variety of people using these spaces to walk,
tun, play and, simply, to enjoy being outside,
But you're likely to find some ¢

ment among Spartan-

burg residents on how to Y] 1
pay for these amenities. . You're
Should parks and green- [lkf:‘ly fo

ways be the sole respon-

sibility of government? ﬁﬂd same
Should developers con- 9
nibute? Should private  disagree-

ment ... B2
on how to pay for
these amenities.”

EMILY CROW NEELY,
Upstate Foraver

philanthtropy foot the
tnil?

As state and local
governments across the
country try to mitigate
budger shortfalls, com-
munities increasingly
must seek creative solu-
tiens to fund parks and greenway initiatives.
Following are some examples of funding
programs that have proven succesaful Ina
variety of communities.

Publlc funding

According to the Trust for Public Land,
the vast majority of parks and greemway
programs in the United Srares are funded by
tax revenues. And communities are votlng
te increase public funds to support these

+ SEE EXPERSE PAGE A19
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— Neely: In November’s election,
1]
many cast votes for funding
* EXPENSE contittued from A7 greenway “feet” for $25 per
programs, foot, helped fund the con-

In thix year's Nov. 2 elec. struction of the High Point
‘tiona, votera [n ities Gr Y in Hlgh Peint, N.C

in 23 states passed ballor mea- Corporate contracts alsg
sured to generate nearly $24  .cap result In funds for parks
blllisn in public funding to and greenway developrment,
protectland for parks, grees. For example, a contract with
way systemas and open space, AT&T, which allowa fiber
Overall, 119 of 161 Jocal and opticmbleatorunﬂ)elumh
Mate measures nationwide of the 45-mile-long Washing-
were succeasful — an ton and Old Dominion Rail-
approval rate of about 74 per- road Tradl, hns resulted iy
cent. $375,000 annually for the

In this year's electlops — Northerr, Virginia Regional
::Itﬂy‘:::-spﬁat:;tﬂ—alongtle“l Park Authority,

£ A 0ptian earmar]
for parks and greenwaypro.  S8Vere shortage
BTAmA proved papular among While private sources of
voters nationwide, Votern in fimding — sueh as philan.
four counties thripy and private cantracts
approved increasing thelocal  — tan go far to jurnp-atart

; Salef tax for pari and Breen-  projects or to suppletnent
way land scquisitions, Mes. park#’and greanway
Bures paased In Gwinneit, Program needs, depend-
Athens-Clarke, Rockdale and  ing solely upon them can be
Cherokes caunties, risky.

A measyre altg in Spariapburg provides y
Charlestan County In Somth casein point, We have relied
Carclina this year, nyvnters ~ upon the generpsity of a faw
approved a half-cent lgcal benefactora — the Milliken
ulesmxmlm,pmvemda grounds, Barnest Park and
and transportation as well ag Boiling Springe Community
loncquire land forthe coun.  Park offer prime examples —
ty's parks and greenwaysys  lomakoup For our collective
tem. unwillingnesa to Invest fn pur

" Rather than an across-the- communlty.
buunls.nleutuhcrmae, And we continue to do sg
other communitiey haye even though we are sorely
choseri to Increage the gales Iacking parks and greenway
1ax just oo specific items. facililes for both active and
Texas, for Instance, Funds Dassive recreation, Actording
the Texas Recreation and to the current County Come
Parka Aceount a prehensive Plan, Spartanburg
epecial salex tax ther applies County has a “sevare short.
to the purchaze of dealg- ageof pn-;: &Mﬂi'ﬁﬂ;e
nated guods [n the severity of the park deficit ..,
smte.m hauchlhattheneeduvﬁ&

Bonds offer another popy- tuslly three timeg the siza of

Teverue-generating tool, the existing county Invento-
allowing local povernments to wr .
borrow money upfront for It stema we need to rethink
and greenway develop- our cougse of action, County
ment. In recent years, bonds Council snd the county's -

Ve Proven very successful,  parkn and recreatisn leader-
particuiarly in North Carolina ship, a8 well as their copnter.
Sommunities, In 2003, voters penulnthecity,nreu-yfngm
in Raleigh approved a bond improve our parka aystem in
referendum that included partanburg County, But
funds for 17 new mides pf 254 community, need to grant
Breenways in the city, our local governments the
Public-private funding LTy

Though many communiries  Emily Crow Neely is program
0pt to approve tax increases managerin Upstate Forever's
for perks and greenway Spartanburg office,

development, many commu.
nitles also choose not 10, leav.

local governments with
insufficient funds to provide
for recreational needs.

Inorder to make up for
inadequate budgets, many
parke and greenway pro-
grams have turned to private
fundieg sources. Some of
these sources, paired with
publie funds, offer viabla
solutlons.

Irnpact fees, for example,
can offer important avenueg
of funding for parks and
Breenways. Since 1957,
Ralelgh has collected fees
fFrom residential developers
to halp finance greenways
and parks.

The user fee also car be an
effeetlve tool. Some parics

ents, for example,
have Instituted fees at public
Bolf courses that are then
redirected to fund other
parks programs, such ag
greenway development.
Aecording to Nationa! Recre.
atlon and Park Association
Public Policy Director Barry
Tindall, “Golf courses are the
cash cow for tnany park sys.
tems.”

Sponsored aventa or facilj-
ties can attract philanthropie

d w‘:ll;‘%‘imelma
WRY programa. s
W.Va,, projects that bear the
name of a major dopor have
0ftent led to ongoing, geners-
tional pupport from famlies,
.. Likewise, n “Buy-a-Foot”
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“Then, a few years ago, some
of the country’s leading eco-
nomic development scholars
began to explore the once
“‘unquantifiable” connections
between community prosperi-
ty and place-based amenities
like recreation opportunities,
natural resource protection
and cultural destinations, Sud-"
denly that incense didn’t smel]
5o silly anymore.,

Next generation

In today's economy, commu-
nities that can offer cultural
diversity and recreational
amenities like greenways and

" pedestrian-friendly environ-
ments will be the places that
appeal to the next generation
of young working familjes.
Smart, young workers want
Wi-Fi ports in their neighbor-.
hood coffeehouses, but they
also want places to run, bike or
push their kids in jogging
strollers. Make no mistake,
greenways are important for
their “green” value. But they
are even more valuable for
what they represent, which is a
healthy, active and prosperous
community. :

In his work on how cities
will thrive in the 21st century

. by attracting and retaining the
“creative class” (the “fast-

. growing, highly educated, and

- well-paid segment of the work

- force on whose efforts COrpo-

» rate profits and economic

' growth increasingly depend™),

Richard Florida, now Hirst
professor in the School of Pub-

; lic Policy at George Mason

* University, says these workers

~ “favor active, participatory

! recreation over passive, insti-
tutionalized forms.” They -
value outdoor recreation,

i including bicycling, Jjogging

| and trail running. Sports stadi-
ums are not necessary.

|Facing obstacles

All this begs a question, of
\course: What are we waiting
for?

1 Well, nothing actually. For-
lward-thinking planners, com-
.munity leaders and college
Iprofessors have been promot-
iing greenways since the 1980s.
‘We even have some model pro-

jects, including the Cottonwood

Trail and Mary H. Wright

Greenway,
The main obstacle to their

.continued development has

been one of scale: Like thou-
sands of other communities
across the country, Spartan-
burg grew quickly while infra-
structure lagged, preventing
us from making the bicycle and

* pedestrian connections we're

seeking today.

Another problem is, as
always, money. Local govern-
ments are trying to solve prob-
lems of the 215t eentury with
budgets modeled on 19705
problems. Back then, bicycle

“and pedestrian projects were

viewed as expensive after- -
thoughts. Even today, ds more
local politicians warm to the
idea, it's a tough sell in lean
times. ! :
One partial solution to these.
problems is to stop looking at
greenways in the traditiona)

sense: as long, linear ribbons of )

protected green space. This
idea is limiting and, thus, coun-
terproductive. -

Most of our ideal natural
connections, especially those
along waterways, are simply
gone. Although we should can-
tinue working to preserve
those endangered community
resources, we should focus also
on how to weave new bicyecle
and pedestrian connections
into our existing urban, exur-
ban and suburban fabrigs,

Some communities are
experimenting with “transit
greenways,” which are nothing
more than corridors between
key destinations retrofitted
with bicycle lanes, wide side-
walks and the occasional off-
road shared-use path, The
wide, buffered sidewalk on the
St. John Street extension is one
fine example of a “transit
greenway.” Another important
project will be the shared-use
bicycle path on Highway 295.

By focusing on these types
of pedestrian and bicycle con-
nections, we'll improve our
existing transportation corri-
dors primarily by reclaiming
them for people, not Jjust cars,
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At the same time, it helps us
identify the green spaces (both
linear and “fat” spaces like
parks) that deserve our atten-

. tion as true destinations,

Enhancing growth

The best thing these active
living amenities have going for
them is that'market forces
respond when communities
ante up and create greenways.
Ina 2003 article in The (Indi-
anapolis) Star, reporters found
that commercial property -
immediately adjacent to the
town's popular 10-mile Monon
Rail Trail was selling for $3 per

* square foot more than compa-
‘rable property elsewhere.

- When the Herald-Journal
‘hosted a Weekend Walkabout
earlier this year on the former
Norfolk Southern rail corridor
that will soon become the Mary
Black Foundation Rail Trail, a
sign mysteriously popped up
on the back of a building facing
the trail. It promised walkers
that a new barbecue Jjoint
would open on that spot soon.

Belcher: Greenways reflect a healthy, active, prosperous community

The café at Little River Roast-
ing Company has opened just a
few steps off the trail. . |

All this merély suggests that
bicycle lanes; transit sreen-
ways and sirnilar quality-of-
Place projects are an idea '
whose time is more relevant
now than ever. Still, should
Spartanburgleaders really
consider these dinenities to
help us maintain and improve
our quality of lifé compared to
neighboring caunties? Green-
ways aren’t the only answer,
but they can help.

Communities that actively
seek new ways to work bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure
into their urban fabric will be
the ones that thrive in the 215t
century economy.

Philip Belcher is president
ofthe Mary Black Foundation
in Spartanburg. Heis g
graduate of the Duke
University Schoo! of Law,
Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary

and Furman University.
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