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The Lake Gonestee Nature Parlc is be-
‘ing called Greenville’s Central Park.

And last weekend, 2.3 milgs of its trails’
opened to the publie, offermg a glimpse:
“of what's to come. for the 300—acre nature o

_reserve.
- Hsan elght-mmute drive from down—
" town, but it feels more like 200 miles; said

Doug Stevens, chalrman of ﬂle Couestee'.

Foundation.

Until 30 years ago ‘the. area located be-;
tween Donaldson Center and the former.:

_]_E_!raves stadium was a well- kept secret..

“T didn't even know Where Conestee;

:Was, said Stevens.

- The * community had: “convementlyf”
;forgotteu” the lake existed, said* ‘Dana -
. Ledvitt, land trust director at Upstate
.Forever. Development flourished around
the spot along the Interstate 885 cor-

ridor, but conceriis over hablllty due to
contamination left the area untouched.”

" The lake was formed by a dam built in

 the early 1800s. For decades, it served
as a dumping ground for all things toxie.

. Lead, paint:and the hyproduets ‘of coal -

plants . flowed down the Reedy River

from the mdustry onece loeated a]ong 1t5 ;

banks.

“In 1999 the Conestee Foundamon was
o formed with plans to purchase and con-..
~vert the 145-acré Jake property'Envmon- o

. .healmgprocess._ -
7 Sediment - slowly buﬂt

“eall "legacy contaminants.””

Tt  emerged: in just a gorgeous mnet- -

work of beaver ponds and sloughs ! sald
'Leawtt .
The foundation poured about $700 000

into testing and studies, Buta solid foun-

_dation was necessary if a park was ever
to be built on the land, said Leavitt:
“Last summer, the S.C. Department of

Health and Envu‘onmental ControI ap-:
- proved the Iz land for use'in passwe recre' :

Tation.
In addition to the hﬂoﬂg trzuls vqun

; teers have constriicted a series of board- -

ps
‘slowed the ﬂow, aud nature began 1ts own _

_ _uP_.along ilie  saic
lakebed burying what env:ronmentahsts e

Walks :md a iarge observamon deck that

juts out ‘over wetlands. It’s a spot where
the ducls and beavers share their habitat
Wlthhhe "ccasmnal roar of corporate jets -

- park has all the amenities offered by. 1ts
: ."counterparts, said Beacham :

acres or more.”

versxty’s campus.

i sources, said Stevens. .

The foundatlon closed on What Was"
formerly known as the Henderson Farm:
last Week. The area offers direct access:
to ‘the lake ‘and may eventually be used
for an: educatlonal famhty as well as the_w
reserve’s trailhead.. -
. There Wl]l eveutual]y be i:wo~t0uthree__.

. _tlmes the currént: number of available
trails, said-Jeffery Beacham, executive
. director of the Conestee Foundation; . . -
~“The’ fu]ly developed park Wlll very'

".people to. comé to in: urban”Green\nlle
' County,” said Beacham: '
‘the size of Furman Um-'_

WALK I TlIE PARK. Marig, Golton, Madi and Arnold Sutter of Slmpson\nlle oheok out the g
_ trails durmg Iast weekend S opening day .

: There are hopes' trl-lat” tﬁe’ 1'.1ew" treils' :

wrll help alleviate some of. the strain on

‘the county’s parks as well as Falls Park.

But it will be another five yearsbefore the

But. it all depends-on fin g‘fundmcr

Next:'an: the’ fou.ndaflons to-do hst -

--..15 comp]etlon of. the: master pIan, ‘said”
: Beaoham That wrll requu'e gathermg
_ '_support from the’ eommumty and prop-
- erty owners’ arou.ud the reserve. An_d this-
winter work will begin-on'a paved trail -
that connects the existing trmlhead-mﬁhr' '
the Henderson Farm properf:y '

Eventua]ly, the foundation. hopes to

“hand over day-to- day control of the pa.rlc
to another entlty : :

- Contact Melissa Blanton at 6 75’ 1242 ,
or mbloetoo@geenwllejoumal.qom.




