Preserve, conserve
1s the motto
for Upstate Forever

Organization works in tandem
with development in the area

By Rebecca Roper
Coniribuiing Writer

‘enseems to bethe

magic number for Up-

state Forever, The
nonprofit organization that
supports local land preser-
vation, conservation of nat-
ural resources and sustain-
able communities is cele-
brating its 10th anniver-
sary this vear. In that time
it has preserved 10,000
atres of pnistine Upstate
land and has multiplied its
initial membership 10-fald.

But while those are

great accomplishments,
Upstate Forever's founder
and executive directaor,
_ Brad Wyche, said there'sa
1ot more work to be done.
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® Name: Brad Wyche,
executive director of Upstate
Forever

= Education: B.S. in geology
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Princetan; L.D. from
University of Virginia;
Master's in natural resource
management, Yale

B Time in position: 10 years
8 Family: Wife Diane Smock;
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whitewater kayaking and
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With development oc-
curring at a rate of 90
acres per dav, the organiz-

ation is more Important

than ever, he said. The or-
ganization's plans for the
next 10 years involve pre-

serving an additional 100 -
000 acres of land, growing
its member base ta 10,000
and getting local counties,
developers and builders to
arlapt sustainable growth
practices as the norm,
rather than the exception.

Wyehe left his carepr as
an attorney of environ-
mental law to start the or-
ganization in 1998, He
said he was inspired to
start it after playing a key
role in organizing Friends
of the Reedy River and
seeing the outpourning of

| Community response.

“I thought we could take
it further, and [ saw that
no one was looking at envi-
ronmental issues from a
regional perspective,” he
said, “Plus, Iknew I didn't
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Brad Wy-'::he is Upstate Forever's founder and executive director.

wanl to practice law full
time for the resl of my
life.”

In June of 1999, Wyche
sent out Upstate Forev-
er's firstnewsletter,
asking people to become
members. Then he held
Hiis breath. Two days later
he had 300 memberships
in his hand.

Today, the organization
hoasts 3,300 members, &
staff of 18 and two offices,

one in Greenville and ope
in Spdl‘i‘:ll'lhl]rg )

Wyche atinbutes some
of the success to the way
the organization tries to
work in tandem with de-
velopment, not as an ad-
versary toit. _

“If anybody's paid atten-
tion to us for 15 seconds,
they know we are not try-
ing to curtail growth. It's
not a matter of whether
we will grow, but where
and how,” he said,

By joming, you can help keep our quality

state Forever, we have the
unigue opportunity to pre-
serve that quality of life
and the land that so gra-
ciously provides us with its
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By Erwin Maddrey
Guest Coltmmnist

A s someone who lived
and worked m the
Upstate for more
than 30 years, I truly ap-
preciate the quality of life
we enjoy here, With Up-
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house jn the North Carolina
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veurs ago, when Brad
Wyche asked me to serve
on the board of directors, I
had the opportunity to be-
come more deeply in-
volved. I'm glad I did. As
chair of the development
board I was able to help
this organization focus its
mission. When I was re-
sponsible for the capital

campaign a few years ago,
[ was able to witniess the
outpouring of community
response to the work we
are-doing. This year, [am
serving as chairman of the
board.

It is so wonderful to see
how the ideas Upstate For-
ever espouses have started
tu‘be_:cnm_e part of the con-
sciousness of the geperal
community. Green build-
ings are starting to pep up
across the area, Govern-
ments and organizations
are starting to plan devel-
opments and write ordi-
nances that take the envi-

ranment into considera-
tion.

But our work is far from
tdone. As the area grows,
forests are being clear cut
and payed over at arate of
90 acres per day. It 15 im-
portant for you to speak up
and show your support for
the work Upstate Forever
i5 doing.

You can join for practi-
cally nothing — just $35
tor a year's membership.
That lets us know we are
not alone in wanting to
keep the Upstate natural
forfuture generations,
Plus, you get a great news-

He's also pleased with
the national trend of
‘green’ moving into the
ntainstrean.

‘I think people are start-
ing torealize that econom-
ic prosperity and environ:
mental protection are not
in opposition to one anoth-
er, We just have to be seri-
ous about zrowth 1ssues.”

Wyche points out the
see UPSTATE on page 7

of life

letter that tells you what's
going on — the good, bad
and the tugly — in our com-
mumity, s6 yvou can keep
ahreast of issues and make
your voice heard. You'll
also be invited to partici-
pate in member activities
where we explore some of
the most pristine and
unique properties in the
Upstate and learn ways to
lessen your giobal footprint
through conferences and
seminars,

Please join us in planning

" for the future, not letting
-the future do things to us.

Go to www.upstateforeve-
r.org and elick on “Join Us.”



Upstate Forever educates pubhc about sustainability

Continued from Page 6
land protection, the Saluda
Ri',*érmlmsh'ed ptojeel
and the organization’s part
in bringing about some of
the Upstate’s first Earth-
Craft houses as some of
his proudest accomplish-
ments,

But he said educating

the public about sustaina-
hility is key. The agency
has hosted numerous con-
ferences, workshops and
speakers over its first dec-

-ade. Upcoming events in-

clude the ongoing ‘Flicks
for Thought” film series

-about sustainability and a

rain barrel workshop Sal-

urday.
Tocelebrate, Upstate

Foreveris holding a series

of events over the course

of the year, all centering

on the number 10, The
groupis holding 4 10-
course prganic meal Sept.
16. On Oct, 11-18, mem-
bers will tour 100of the

Volunteer believes
organization is
good advocate for area

By Rebecca Roper
Contributing Wiiter

s & transplant from

New England, Donna

Astleisn't about to
suggest the Upstate at-
tempt to curiail growth.
But she is interested in
protecting the natural re-
sources that make the area
such a desirable place to
live,

“As we become more
populate and developers
come in, you've got to have
some guidelines 5o we.
don't end up with a free-
for-all,” shesaid,

That's why she and her
hushand, Lou, volunteer
with Upstate Fummr

“About five yearsago,
neighbor of aurs, Carlton
Owens, had a group meet-
mgwhr:r& welearned
about Upstate Forever.

We wrote a check onthe
spot,” she sait,

Astle has done clerical
work such as stuffing enve-
lopes and making copies.
She has helped set up for
events and helped when
the crganization moved to
anew office;

“Whatever they need, we
do," she said.

The work varies. Some-
times she will spend 15
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m Mame: Donna Astle

m Time volunteering for
oraanization: Five years
® Occupation: Retired

“m Family: Hushand Lou,

grown son and daughter
® Hobhbies: Exploring national
parks

YOU CAN HELP

® To jnin Upstate Forever or
find out about upcoming
events, call 250-0500 or visit
upstateforever.org

H 7o volunteer, contact
Kirbie Crowe at 250-0500,
ext. 21

hours deing odd jobs for
Uipstate Forever. Some
months she and Lou take
off and visit America's Na-
tional Parks.

Astleinsists she getsa
lot more from the organiza-
tion than she putsin. She
Joves the outings, suchas
hiking and kayaking. Re-
cently, she wasamonga
group of members who got
to tour a chestnut planta-
tion. The American chest-
nut is pretty much extinct,
but & local conservationist
has a property where heis
trymg to revive them.

She also loves the con-
ferences; She recalls one at
the Carolina First Center
featuring speakers who

had put their property in
land trusts.

“Tt's just inspiring listen-
ing to people talk about
why they made the deci-
sions they did,” she said, “It
will be there for their
grandchildren to just en-
joy.” ]

The Astles are avid con-
servationists who also be-
long to the Sierra Club, Na—
ture Co . the
World Widlife Fund P.udu-
bon and the Humane Socie-

.

Lou is a retired chemical
engineer, 0 the couple is
particularly interested in
ways science and nature
coexist. They offer asan
example the Earth Craft
house built by Owens, the
same neighbor who intro-
duced them to Upstate
Forever.

Donna Astle said she was
disappnintedin the coun-
ty's watering down of the
tree ordinance, but she be-
lieves Upstate Forever will
press on,

“1think most people
would gladly pay dn extra
$1,000 for a house with
old-growth trees around
it," she said.

Uipstate Foreverisa

good advocate for the area,

she said. “Tt’s good to have
someane looking out for
us.”

properties they'vehelped
to protect, and they will
cap off the year witha
“Greengrass” music festi-
val in November,

YOU CAN GO

What: Ramn-barre] work-
shop

When: 10 a.m. Saturday

Where: Carolina Garden
World, Spartanburg

How much: $50 (in-
cludes rain barrel which
retails for $100)

Repistration: Ned Bar-
rett, nbarrett@upstatefo-

rever.org, 864-327-0090

Dretails: Shows partici-
pants how toinstall 2 sim-
ple system inyolving gut-
ters, downspouts and a
barre| to collect rainwater
runoff

“If anybody’s paid
attention to us for
13 seconds, they
know we are not
trying to curtail
growth. It's not a
matter of whether
we will grow, but
where and how.”

— Brad Wyche




