Lake ‘in big trouble’

Group tells CPW Lake Greenwood is shrinking

E

“This project 1ook about four years.
We committed a million and a half
(dollars) to this project, Fuji com-
nuucd another haif a million, so

we have a two-million-doflar w.udj_.r
hm

‘Upstate Forever project manager
John Tynan presepted information
to the CPW board.

“The algae blooms were rzally
the first indication that Lake Creen-
wood is really in trouble,” Tynan
said. “That { @lwnm: the
suppm't on this problem. Th:rc
are a lot of people working here
in Greenwood County fo address
the problem, and also the Saluda-
Reedy Watershed Consortium was
started.”

“Tynan said the Upstate d
ment boom in the 1990s
large amounts of sediment und
different nutrienis and pollutants
downstream and into Lake Green-

He said that, in that time, the
Jake hag [ost more than 300 acres
of open water. That equates to more
than 2 billion gallons of storage

comes primarily from wastewa-
tef freptment plants,” Tvnan said.

Fifty-five percent of said phospho-
rous comes from the Safuda River,

with 30 percent coming from the

Reedy. Meanwhile 15 percent
comes from lakeshore overland
flow and various namral phospho-
rous eomming from other sources,

Timan did say wastewater reat-
ment plants have reduced their
phospharous loading by 20 perceitt
along the Saluda River and 40 per-
cerit in the Reedy during the study’s
timie period.

Tiyman daid out suggested ways 1o
help turn the trend around for Lake
Greenwiond,

He advised Greenwood County

officials to get together with Lau-
‘rens Coumty and Newberry County
officials to develop a strategic plan

o save the lake.

 “That's one of the primary
fssues,” Tyman said. “Greenwood,
Taurets and Newbery County, the
folks that own the lake and manage
the lake, are given so much stuff
from upstrearm. Plus, you have little

,}nnﬂwmhnw!hﬂwﬁum:. cur-

capacity lost.
“That's 11 million cubic yards mentiy”

of sediment,” Tgmnn said. “To put

that into perspective, that's about
10 Clemson stadiums filled to the
brim with sediment. That’s how
mitich volume we have lost in [:ake

“This will zet weorse unless we
actnow.”

Tynan used Lake Conestee as
an example of this theory. He said
Luake Conestee, built i the 1800s,
was originally a 150-acre lake.
However, through the gral:lual
introduction of’ sediment, it is now
a 20-acre wetland.

Thruugh it's lﬂﬂf—ycar his-
tory, the mcreasing of sediment
and the formation of bottomland
forests, Lake Conestee ended up
with nothing staying in that lake,”

said, “Everything just passes
downstream, All this phesphorous,
all this sediment that’s upstream
of Lake Conestee, mostly in the
urbanized corridor of [-85, comes
down the Reedy River and evenfu-
ally into Lake Gresnwood,

“To put that in perspective, Lake

.Conestee was only two million
cubic yards of sediment. We've
already accumulated five-and-a-
half Lake Conestees worth of sedi-
ment in Lake Greenwood.”

Tynan touched on why so much
sediment and phusphﬂruus has
made its way 1p Liake Greenwood.

“During this whole five-year
project, we have clearly shown
that upstream development, poor
best management practices and
poot sediment control practices are
the primary causes of sedimenta-
tion eoming to Lake Greenwood,”
Tynan said. “We nat only see poor
practices, bit we have a difficult
time mﬁxcingdhmn with the size
of development and with the wa:.!

some of our enforcement agencies

are typically underfinded.”
Tynan also peinted out large

‘Tynan said Lakelands officials
mist strategically engage Upstate
communities that are upstream (0
come to enms on common prob-
lemns and solutions, Following that,

pushing for action at the regional
IMIWﬂuldbeﬁn net logical step.

Tynan said officials wack prog-

ress of mqarnm:n!s and demand
from upstream coun-
ties, fram developers, from util-
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tribution to the city in the amount
of $1,250,636.80, The amount was
found by the commissioners to be
surplus money, based on informa-
umm@lmdhy(ll‘ﬁ'"ssudﬂﬂr&
The: amount supplied to the city
includes $50,000 to cover the utility
bills for the Federal Building.
Also, in the most recent electric
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LAKE amounts of phosphorous have ity providers and from conservation  rte survey of the state’s mumnicipal
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Rilie wastewater treatment plants along In other business, the CPW  have the third-lowest electric rates
“This is to look at the scientif-  the Reedy and Saluda Rivers. board authorized the annual in Seuth Carolina. Only Orange-
ic data around the problems with “Phosphorous is the main fac-  exchange of checks with the City  bunzand Bamberg had lower rates.
Lake Greenwood.” Schulze smd.  tor driving algae growth; (it) of Greenwood, CPW made & con- Bennettsville had the highest

rates of Palmetto State municipal
systems;, while Abbeville had the
fifils highest.

CPW will have a pub‘uc hearing
at 5:30 pm. today 1o hear comment
on the prospect of the board vot=
ing 1o raise utility rates. The meel-
ing will bcsiﬁ!aCFWhmIdmgnn
Court Avene in Greenwood.



