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Conservation groups secure Nine Times Preserve, eye 1,700 more acres
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Calling it the last large
tract of land in the Upstate
and an endangered re
source, Pickens County out-
door writer Dennis Chas-
tain praised an annource-
ment Wednesdsay about the
estahlishment of a new na-
tire preserve,

The Nine Times Preserve
is a 560 acre tract in north-
‘erni Pickens County where
the Sputhern Blue Ridege
Mountains meet the Pied-
mont. The Nature Conser-
vaney has purchased the
land from conservation
partner Upstate Forever,
whichaeguired the proper-
tv firom Crescent Resources
at the end of 2007,

“Large tracts are almost
nonexistent,” Chastain
said.

The well-known outdoor
writer and outdoor enthu-
siastwho lives at the base of
Table Rock, said he has
hiked and fished in the Nine
Timesareaformore than 30
YEArs.

The conservation groups
hope the Nine Times Pre-
serve will be added to an-
other 1,700 acres which is
near the Jocassee Gorges
Wilderness Area,

Upstate Forever also e-
cured an option to purchase
the balance of the property,
roughly 1,700 acres, and the
two organizations are al-

ready wur!-:’ing with their
conservation partners ona
plan to raise the money,

Chastain said the groups
hope to raise $8 million, and
the window of opportunity
issmall,

“The 1,700 acres isjustas
special as the Nine Times
area,” Chastain  said,
“They've got to raise the
maoney before the property
goes on the auetion block.”

The Nine Times property
and additional acres con-
tain five mountains and sup-
ports seven distinct forest
types: The land is home to
an-abundance of fish and

A black bear such as
those that have been
found on a tract of Pick-
ens County land thatis to
be a nature preserve,

wildlife, including reptiles,
amphibians and black bear,
A recent inventory of the
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An aerinl view of land that is to become a nature preserve in Pickens County.

enee of a high concentra-
tion ‘of statedevel rare
species and species of fed-

eral concern, including the

peregrine falcon, 8 bird that
was only recently removed
from the
Species List. A botanical
suryey at the site revealed
134  native wildflower
species, )

"“We are thrilled to have
the oppertunity to partner
with Upstate Forever to con-
serve one of thelargest un-
protected forest blocks in
the South Carolina Blue
Ridge,” said Mark Robert-

Endangered

son, executive direcior of
ﬁmﬂmﬂm}mmcyuf
South Carolina. "The South
Carolina  Conservation
Bank provided a generous
grant of §1.5 million, and
Fred and Alice Stanback,
two of our nation's greatest
conservation benefactors,
made a very generous gift.
Protecting this property
wonild never have happened
without thetn. Many other
private individuals and
foundations also  con-
tributed to the project, and
we are grateful for their
commitment.,”

The Nature Conservancy

A peregrine falcon such as
those that have been found
on a tract of Pickens Coun-
ty land that is to become a
natire preserve.

will own and manage the
property as a nature pre:
serve, according to Kristen
Austin, Southern Bhue Ridge
project director with The Na:
ture Conservaney Public use
and public access will be a
key part of the property’s
management, The site will
remain in a wildlife man-

agement area administered
by the South Carolina De-

partment 'of Natural Re-
sources and will be.open to
the publie for hunting dur-
ing designated seasons. Al-
though theland willbeopen
to hunting this fall, The Na-
ture Conservancy will be
working to prepare the site
foir further public use and oft
ficially will open the pre-
serve in spring 2009,

Visit natureorg/south-
carolina, www.upstatefor
everorg or scebank.se.gov
for more information,



