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BREAKING OUT

TOP STORIES OF 2009

You know what happened this year, but let’s look ahead

By Mike Foley
STAFF WRITER
mioley @ dreenvillengws.Lorm

This is the time of year |
‘newspapers across the

mmtryralatethetnps%n-

res of the year. But in- [

‘stead of telling you what

you already know, let's

polish the crystal ball and

take a look at the top sto- || P X

manfzﬂ{lﬁ

Some of these will un-

ﬂuuhtm‘ﬂ:,r come true,
whﬂe others may be nuth-
ing more than a pipe

dream. If you have your |

own stories, headlines or B

‘the like for 2009, send

“them along and if we get |

- enough of them here, we'll
“run those at g later date.
" Until then, these prognos-

tieations will have o suf-

Swamp Rabbit Trail

The No. 1 atmym com- |

‘pletion of the 10-mile for-

mer raﬂrund line turned

way linking down-
E; Greenwﬂe o down-

ml-ersﬂﬂﬁt
'I!his should be the year
it is completed, and then
Greenville County can be-
\gin working on ways to
add to thls reureatmm

‘I‘tasl is mmplem mept
for a final surface, It's the
last five miles or so of the
trail with its half-dozen
rickety rtailroad bridges
that’s currently the hold-
up.

- Greenville greenways
A very close second —
mrmnyhmt s a tie for first
— ia the city of Green-
ville's efforts in building
miles of trails and planning
fnrmuchmnr& .
Already, the
built about 3.4 miles of

.ac:re

Bridge
m};eadrimaﬁd Jones: g:p
giate among other [
lands) and DuPont State |
Forest over the border in

: e:t:,r has -
.g'ras&‘-mats

']'Jle

Rich Mountain
As valuable as the Nine

Tmtmﬂtmaﬂwﬂlth_

Mountain, a linchpin be-
tween the Mountzain

Wilderness (Cae-

North Carolina. _
The Rich Mountain Con-

re raised $22 Uﬂﬁ Find out

lha ﬂmu h!act
Ranking No. 3 on the list
for EBUQ is the Nine Times
tract in northern Pickens
County, In 2008, a 560-

acre se;ﬂ:mn of this wvalu-
able land was secured by
' The Nature Conservaney
md Upstate Forever. In

tie. more at h
t  mountain.com.

it

r and bigger
At No. 5 are the people

who are getting out in
droves to local road races.

Record 2008 attendance

at The Greenville News
Run Downtown, where
‘more than 2,000 runners
officially ﬂmshed and at €

the Reedv River 5K, ing,

which topped 1,800 finish- Get green

tp://saverich

2009, the other 1,700- [EEEY
ce of the puzzle |
a-ixzu:red.

~ tains, streams, wﬁdilf&‘and_; i
e an astounding variety of
< wildflowers that several [T
m botanists say is largely un- §§

duplicated in the Upstate.

.ﬂemny has a _purchase | T
e 5300000, The |
1 T :

_ effort to com- =
from plete the purchase has

e Yo

Expect to'see more peupteiaking part in more local

running events in 2000,

amnplﬂ

ﬂf E‘E'EHIS tha*:gmw and

will continue to grow.
Look for even more

runners at the best local
events as running, fitness

and the never-ending pur-
suit of weight loss

combine to keep these

van#asgmﬂing-_and.gmw

ol I b
or that charity
hike ride? Do vou buy bot-
tled water and then not re-
cyvele the plastic?

You can do better, and
you should, Greening out-
door nparts and
makes sense, and more
and muremtqr'
and participants are doing
their part to save the envi-

‘you in,
‘reépair a washed-out trail,

Tonment they enjoy on a
regular basis. Look for
more events to tum green
— or greener — in 2008,

New sports
E-.ﬁﬂ._'hai"ven‘t tried river-
dle surfing or bike polo? If

' you haven't, chances are

your ne;lghbnr tmght hmrB.
and you could soon be giv-
ingitgo.

Sports such as mountain
unicycling will drive the
pursuit of the weird and
wonderful and make these
new adventures No. 7 on

‘our 2009 list. These may

not be for everyone, but
they're another twist to
the wide smorgasbord of
ﬂutr.iuur offerings, and
there is no telling what
iereﬁixve;mnﬂsw:ﬂthmkaf

:next
i Trail

~ No. 8 on our list is fur-
ther construction of the

425-mile Palmetto Trail.
With about 290 miles of
the tﬂ enl:;;ilgta th;
most eve Area
thatml:lsmtheﬁpﬁtnta
La&k for major an-
nmmacements, and more

‘and more challenges, as
-the easiest sections of the
trail have been completed,

leaving the hardest parts

.yet to come, The trail

won't be completed in

i 2009, but it will keep

hbadﬂ:lgfhat way:
Give back
Here's a prediction you

'will donate time or moeney
or both to help others en-

joy the outdoors or recrea-

‘tional activities in 2008,
Encourage others to join

the woods, or help

or any, tlmreﬂ'mrtyuu

g ; .makﬂm'invaluahle

And finally, at No, 10, is

1 pIEl:hct this coming
vear you'll find something

new to try, or amewhef&
‘new to try what you've al-
aper ready been doing, or at-

tempt to do what you've
already been doing Erther
better, faaterarlunger

The crystal ballis a little
hazy on this, but chances
are strong you'll find the
tmie, energy and nerve to
give it a go. When you do,
maybe you'll make a news-
paper Tﬂp 10 list of 2009
stories in review.



