By CHRIS TRAINOR

tramor@mdex;ournal com

For some time now, water
quality advocacy group
Upstate Forever has been
warning Lakelands area resi-
dents of potential problems

facing Lake Greenwood.

If the crowd at the Puck-
etts Ferry clubhouse Thurs-
day night was any indicator, it
would appear that water qual-
ity and potential phosphorous
and sediment issues are of

g:reat concern o many.
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including Greenwood County
Councilman Patrick Moody,
S.C. Rep. Gene Pinson, S.C.

Rep. Mike Pltts and S C Rep ,

IeffDuncan. o
Representaﬁves fmm the

South Carolina Department
‘of Health and Environmental

Contml also were on hand

Tynan acknowledged the
two greatest threats to Lake

- Greenwood's water quality.
“Through the entirerese arch

of the (Saluda-Reedy Water-

shed) Consortium, two ma]c:r'

threats were identified,” Tynan

- said. “One is sediment, which

- is primarily from upstream
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Upstate
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John Tynan
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Thursday to
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the nearly
100 remdents who ]ammed-_*
 into the clubhouse. Numerous
elected officials also attended,

development. The seccmd is
PhﬂSPhGl‘QUS... That prnnarﬂ}r

comes from wastewater treat-
“ment plants upstream. There
~ is also a contribution of both -
~ of those from lakeshore land- -
~owners and smaller- tnbutanes -
thatgointothelake”
Tynan went on to say that.j _
" the Saluda River;, which flows

into Lake Greenwood, was
~ listed as the nation’s sixth most
endangered river by American
“Rivers, a nonprofit river con-
- servation organization. ~
- Tynan said Lake Greenweod' :
has lost more than 300 acres
of open water since the 1970s,
an amount that accounts for
more than two billion gallons
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of water aﬁd 11 mﬂheﬁh cubic:l."""f';.;i;-fshawed the bulk 0f the phcss

DT ;’: Ph(}r Dus enter ed the Saluda |
He said that ameunt of sed1~’;{_:-_ Reedy watershed throu gh

- ment would fill up Clemsonf'i.';.-.jf':_.'%:_'fwastewater treatment pipes
Umversﬂys Daath Valley 10:;

yards of sediment.

“Thats hm&r much (sedt-«-‘

R ment) has entered the upper
- reaches of the lake and has set- -
tled out Tynan said. “Some of
~ you have seen that occurring, _
and what you bﬂught as deep, - wastewater plants on the Sa.lu-
' _'da do not.
Tynan said there is an

‘opportunity to reduce phos- |
won't. end- up. w1th wetland'
ots™ o

~ In terms of phosphomus, :
Tynan said a Department

open water lots are maybe
shallower now. Hopefully, we -
- can reverse this trend and you

of Natural Resourc:es study |

dumpmg into the rivers.
~ He said there are 12 waste- -_

';-.;:'.-f;water treatment pla:nts in the:_
Saluda-Reedy watershed above

Lake Greenwood. Tynan said
‘two plants on the Reedy have

~ phosphorous controls, the 10

phorous coming in from the

Reedy and Saluda, as 10 of the

12 aforementmned wastewater |

~ treatment plants will face the
renewal of their wastewate1
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perml.ts m the next 12 to 18 z
months.

“This is a umque opportuni-
ty to address the phosPhorouf ‘
problem coming into the lake;’
Tynan said, adding DHEC is
the agency that controls the *
renewal of those permits. .

Pitts talked about- the

- nnpartance of the lake and |

the importance of Green-
wood, Laurens and Newberry
counties coming together to
address important water qual-
ity issues. - ,
“Greenwood County, Lau~ !
rens County and, to some/
degree, Newberry County’
all have input into what goes|
on on this lake; Pitts said.
“By that I mean septic sys-
tems, failing septic systems,
et cetera. Greenwood County
has done a much better job
than the other two counties
have in monitoring that and
trying to solve those pmb- =
lems. The other two have not |
come to the table. I servedi
on (Laurens) County Coun-
¢il before I got into the State-

" house and Patrick (Moody) |

and I worked on that years
~ago. It was very difficult to !
get Laurens County to come

to. the table ] was: on Lau-

rens. County Council. It wasl
1mp0551ble to get Newberry|

3 County to come to the table;

 onthoseissues.

o “Luckll}g Greenwood Coun-
ty owns the lake, so they do.
have a high degree of respon-,
- sibility?

For mfﬁrmatlon about the
“Saving Lake Greenwood”
project, visit http:/ Jwww.salu-|
dareedy org/ resLakeMthtml |
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