Upstate Forever

announces protection

of Rose Hill Farms

Independent Mail

Upstate Forever, the fam-
ily of John Ivester and the
‘South Carolina Conserva-
tion Bank have worked to-
gether to conserve the first
phase of Rose Hill Farms, a
336-acre parcel that borders
Oconee Station State Park
and Sumter National For-
est in the Upstate.

Rose Hill Farms includes
seven tributaries of Oconee
Creek along with access to
the 50-foot high Lee Falls in
Sumter National Forest, ac-
cording to an Upstate For-
ever news release. The pri-
vately owned tract, which
the governing board of the
conservation bank ap-
proved in June 2008 to re-
ceive money, is a scenic
buffer and wildlife corridor
that consists of rolling hills,
steep ravines, hayfields and
- pastures.

“Rose Hill Farms is one
of those ‘top-priority’ prop-
erties, and the protection of
this land is really a reason
to celebrate,” said Dana
Leavitt, Upstate Forever
land frust director, accord-
ing to the release.

Initially, Ivester intended
to sell the farm. After work-
ing closely with Upstate
Forever and the South Car-
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olina Conservation Bank,
however, he decided keep-
ing it for his heirs with a
conservation agreement
was a better choice, ac-
cording to the release. The
conservation agreement,
also called conservation
easement, will ensure fu-
ture generations can enjoy
the property.

Ivester said, according to
the release, “The state con-
servation bank program
was essential to our deci-
sion to protect this land so
we can continue grazing
cattle and managing for
wildlife. T hope this pro-
gram receives increased
support so other landown-
ers have the opportunity to
participate in conserving
their land.”

Upstate Forever is a non-
profit organization based in
South Carolina. The con-
servation bank is a state
program involved in con-
serving natural resource
lands, wetlands, historical
properties and archaeolog-
ical sites. :

Visit www.upstateforev-
erorg - and http://sc-
cbank.sc.gov for more in-
formation about Upstate
Forever and the South Car-
olina conservation bank.
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