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~ She wanted one floor, one big bedroom, wide doors, levers
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v has a home.

instead of knobs and a galley kitchen like she knew as a United
flight atfendant.

Iﬁﬂlﬁ‘aﬁhcﬂ stuff for a 65-year-old raised in a committed
 California Sierra Club family and who intends to live out her
life in what probably will be her last home. reusing, recycling,
‘reducing and preparing,

‘Wynn got what she wanted, a compact house with, among

qlthm'ﬁutu.tes, “attic space so well insulated that it pretty
“much stays at the same. temperature as the house,” ceiling

> fans to circulate air insulated windows.

and 36-inch doors “in case 1 have be in a
wheelchair or on a walker”

Wynn's electric utility bill for 2008 was
$419 ahd thatincludes heatingand cooling.
She can go months without- running either,

Wynn's B96-square-foot  house was
built by fodd Usher of Addison Homes
for $110,000. That's $122 per square foot,
reasonable even by the going rate for muss
production houses

While working at Milliken, Ushgrenmad?

an MBA at nighl in 1996 and started
buying and fixing up homes for rental to

satisfy an entreprencurial urge. Seven years.
ed put of his.

ago, at age 32, Usher dropp

kjob to found Addison Homes with his.

wife Michelle, who had been at Milliken 15

ame certified as an Energy Star
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‘question: will it cost more? It really doesn't
have to, To have a basic shell built to a
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Which is not to say; ﬂMed options don't
cost money. .
"Tl‘ﬁ }rwiﬂ‘nﬁ'ﬁﬁ  Have an associated

0 payback that can justify the cost,” he said.
1 He cited a grey water system in his lobby
he soon will install for a homeowner.

‘It will take water from the shower and
tub and treat it to use to flush the toilet, 5o
‘you use the water twice. There's not a very
good payback for the $3.000 - $5,000 that is
' going to be added (o the cost of & home, hut
that was something she wanted to do"

To prove the point of affordability,
Usher works with the Greenville Gumtjr
Redevelopment Authority and Habital for
Humanity of Greenville County to build

n “ah-hih moment”. ata 'E:rui.l:lh:,g

Todd um, president of Addison Homes, visis a job site where one of ﬂmm jany’s:

homes is being built

houses that meet certification standards of
Energy Star and EarthCraft.
His work recetved national attention in

Home Energy ‘magazing Upstate Forever
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0T pion for 2008; and hie won the Environmental

Stewardship Award of the tﬂj:m chiipter of
the US Green Building Council

Monroe Free, cxecutive director of
Habitat for Humanity, said savings in
! -and maintenance far
the additional $3,000 added to a typical
Habitat house, which averages s?s,ﬂﬂu.
-Ene@:ﬁmuufnm up to 30 percent on
npmmlm husaui.

is memd by fqundh.hnm Free said,
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. get .
organization to work. utmimrdat fund-
rising. Habitat has built 16 houses this
year and hasa goal of 17 in 2010, It has just
under 100 families in homes, hegmi,

For Usher, the point is that if Habitat
cﬁn &qlt. an}'hu&}rcm Hehwmnﬂmd
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single-family b permits :
ﬁum?ﬁtﬁfu!ﬁﬁ?ﬁlﬁdﬁhaﬂuﬁm
651 the first nine months of this
year. Int the City of Greenville, permits fell
ﬁfﬂm 174 in 2007 (o Liﬁi.nzﬂﬂﬂ,

He isTooking ahead to expansion
“'mmmgﬂﬂhumumr%hm
five, soon to be six, homes that will start
before the end of the year, which for us isa
my&uighstqumt&ofmemﬁmrm
all custom pre-spld hor
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-ﬁdﬂisnn:ims: five employees, including
Usher and his. wife; and because the
company stays busy, Usher’s stable of
subcontracting craftsmen stay busy.

“We tend to have very little turnover in
our trades. We're ‘trying to hold d:r.gﬁﬂ
of keeping two or three deep in each of the
funﬂmnﬂ::md&ummw&hmthmhdat}r
to grow without straining our trade force”

He said in 10 years, it won't be ‘green
hnllding, it wall just be ‘building™

Contact Dick Hughes at

dﬁ:;g&bs@grunwu’fqmnlwm




