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Twelve Mile Creek

PCB trustees don’t support removal of third dam

BY JOHN STAED
Independent Ml

staedjjaing. 0445

If lake and conservation
groups get their wish, afed-
eral judge will recommend
the third remainingdamon
Twelve Mile Cregk be torn
down as part of ‘a PCH re-
maoval plan for the water-
way and Hartwell Lake.

Butthe organization that
oversees how a PCHpe
maval plan will be cartied
onit said Tuesday in federal
court that's not its recom-
mendation. Tnstead, the
group wants the public to
help it consider how to
spendabout $million from
alistof proposals that have
been presented to it

The cotrt hearing Tues-
day was part update on ef:
forts toremove or reduce
PCBs in the creek and in
Hartwell Lake and part pub-
Hic hearing on suggestions
for the third dam’s fate,

From 1955 to 1977, PCBs
werereleased fromaeapac-
itor plant off Twelve Mile
Creek, causing pollution of
the creek and numerons
health advisories on eating
fish from those waters. A
2006 consent agreement re-
quires removal of two dams
along the creek to allow sed-
imentto eover PCB-taintad
soil in the river,

Initi=] work on remmoving
the two dams was to start
Tuesday, according a to

Schlumberger Technology
Corp. spokesman.
Schlumberger Technolo-
gy Corp, acquired the Sang-
amo-Weston plant, which
madethe: and as-
sumed liability for the
cleanup, Schiumberger
agreed to a May 2006 con-
sent decree in which it
agreed topay for removal of
the two dams, called Wood-
side 1 and Woodside 1T, as a
way to allow sediment flow
to cover PUB-tainted soil

Theagreement also melud-
ed about $9 million to re-
storefish habitat. That mon-
ey eolld be used toward the
third dam.

The hearing was before
U.S. District Judge G. Ross
Anderson Jr. Paul League,
who represents the Lake
Hartwell Natural Resturce
Trustees, said riu::mg the
hearing that “a limited

nexus may existbetween re-

moval of the third damand:
money recovered for
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The dam on Twelve Mile Creek at the Cateechee Mill site is one of two that will
be destroyed to counter PCB contamination in the ereek and Hartwell Lake,

restoration oereplacement
of resources lost. ... The
council concliue mmmm]
of the third dam would not
justify¢he cost”

The trusteesplan to hold
a public hearing on pro-

. posals submitted to the

eounctl, including one from
an Anderson County group,
to guide them in how to
award the $9 million in set-
tlement funds, League sald.

Biit several representa-
tives of the Lake Hartwell

Association, Upstate For-
ever and individuals said
thethird dam should be the
toppriosity of thetrustees.

Frank Holleman of the
Wyehe Law Firm for Up-
state Forever said a free
flow of sediment is needed
along the entire viver.

“It's our bellef that re-
moval of the third dam is
essential,” Holleman said,
“That sedimernt will cover
upsedimentand will bethe
pollution care”

The Pickens County
Council has passed a reso-
lutionasking for removal of
the third dam.

Larry Dyck, a retired
Clemson professorand riv-
el restoration expert who
hasled the effort to remove
the third dam, said in a
presentation to Anderson
that removing the dam
would allow free flow of
about 100 miles of river,
open up high-guality fish
habitat and offer more sed-
mi?nttn-mver PCB-tainted
soil.

The two dams now being
torn down coveronly a two-
milestreteh of the riverand
don’t open upenough habi-
fat and Dow, Dyck said,

If done right, “wesee this
asanational model for PCB
restoration,” he said.

He projected a cost of
about £ million to remove
the dam and provide a
reservoir pond and pump-
ing equipment for the

Easley-Central Water Dis-
trict. The district uses the
third'dam as a reservoirfor
its water supply and has
said that if the dam was re-
moved, then (twould nead

Aanewreservoir and related

pumps.

That :still would leave
money for other projects en-
visioned by the trustees,
sald Wycheof Upsiate For-
EVEL,

Anderson said during
the hearing thathe beljeves
the trustees Have the final
authority on what to do
abouf the third dam, al-
though Wyche and pthers
said they hope the judge
will include in his ordera
recommendation forits r&
moval,

Carl Edwards, speakmg
fora group backing the Wa-
ter Education and Envi
ronmental Center, asked for
consideration of the center;
a proposed 32.000-sguare
foot facility to be built on 21
acres adjoining Lake
Hartwell. Thetrustees orig-
inaltyinrned down the pro-
posal, but Edwards said
during the hearing that
they have a facetoface
meeting with the group to
pitch the plan.

“We feel the original pro-
posal torthe trustees was not
completely understood,”
Edwards said.

Anderson did not say
when the order would be is-
sued.



