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Dam left out of PCB settlement

Plans targets fishing; officials look at
options to remove final barrier
Greaviil News ofesiog

By Anna Simon

CrLEMsoN BUREAY
asimanfgreanviianews.com

CLEMSON — Much of
the S0 million legal settle-
ment over the PCB con-
tamination of Lake Hart-
well is designed to be
spent to improve fishing
on the lake and else-
where with nothing ear-
marked to remove a third
dam that some consider
criticit] to begin cleaning
the lake of the chemicals.

Asked about spending
a significant share of the

59 miltion for fishing and
recreation when  the
third dam remains, local
officials and others in-
volved in how the money

will be spent told The.

Greenville News they are
exploring alternatives.
[1.S. District Judge G.
Ross Anderson Jr. has
grown increasingly impa-
tient to move the 539 mil
lion from -an account
where it has sat for near-
Iy three years. The settle-
ment money belongs to

be spent to benefit the
public, Anderson told the
NeWspaper,

Two ether dams on the
river already have been
ordered removed by the
judge. The clean-up rem-
edy prescribed by the
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is lo remove
the dams and free
trapped sediment to flow
down the Twelve Mile in-
to Hartwell to bury the
contamination on the
lake's floor.

A complete restoration
of the rver and the lake
can’t happan. some lake
advocates believe, unless

the public and needs to, the third Twelve Mile

PCB FACTS

B Read the Pickens County,
Council resolution

HE Read the full settlement
plan
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dam is removed. Those
exploring wavs to move
some money from recre-
ational fishing to removal

of the dam say it’s critical |

in cleaning PCBs,
The Easleyvah'ﬂl
Water District owns the
dam and wants the im-
peundment and associat-
=d equipment replaced.
The total cost was esti-
mated at 55 million in re-

Seat e

Spme consider the removal of a third dam on the Twelve

Mile River, above, critical to the Lake Hartwell cleanup.

cent testimony. regarding the third dam
' The Lake Harfwell As- "in the works,” said Herb
socialion and Upstate

Forever have a proposal See DAM on page BA

‘SA greenvilleonline.com

SuNDAY, OcToBER 25, 2009 ThE GREENVILLE NEWS

DAM

FROM PAGE 1A

‘Burnham, president of
the Lake Hartwell Asso-
ciation.

Removal of the dam is
first priority for Pickens
County, and officials are
talking with trustees of
the PCB settlement
agreement and other
parties “to fry to make
this project work,” said
‘County Councilman Jim
London.

State Sen. Larry Mar-
tin, R-Pickens, is {alking
with the state Depart-
Eisent.nf MNatural Resourc-

about using other wa-
t,:r recreation money ear-
arked for legislative
lelegation recommenda-
ions to fund some proj-
ects and free settlement
money for the third dam.
| The 59 million is Seuth
Cadrolina’s share of 512

e e —

E‘nnﬂlng explored

million paid h Schium-
bergar echnology Corp.
in a 2006 settlement for
PCE damage to Hartwell
and the Twelve Mile. Be-
tween 1955 and 1977,
400,000 pounds of PCBs
were released from the
former Sangamo-Weston
capacitor manufacturing
site in  Pickens now
owned by Schlumberger.

Release of the Draft
South Carpolina Recrea-
tional Fishing Compen-

sation Plan comes at the

same time as work starts
to remave the two lower
dams on the Twelve Mile

and PCB-contaminated

sediment behind them,
also ordered by Ander-
son in the 2006 settle-
ment, Both pieces lan-
guished until Anderson,
atigered over neaﬂ}'
three years of inaction,
brought the parties back
to court and put them on
a fast track. .

The pmpusal a]Ioeates
ﬂ&aﬂ}' 51 million to moni-
toring and stream resto-

ration related to removal e

of the lower dams.
Other projects chosen
for fundmg would ime

prove fish habitat, public
access and fishing piers
on Lake Hartwell, add
enhancements at Issa-
queena Lake and eight

other ponds and lakes

free of PCE contamina-
tion, and build a major
fishing events centéer on
Lake Hartwell near An-
derson.

The third dam and a
Water Educational and
Environmental Center on
Lake Hartwell are un-

funded but included in

the draft plan that leaves

‘the door open for partial

funding.
“There's a willingness

to at least discuss the
dam,” Martin said. “It's
Tnost important to pre-

serve that window of
time and get a commit-
ment that money would
be available while seek-

ing va_riu_us. funding
sources.’
Public hearings will be

scheduled and public

‘comments will be re

ceived at least through
ﬁ.ﬂr November, said
Paul League, an attorney
with the state Depart-
rent of Natiural Resourc-

es, the lead trustee agen-
CY.

Fishing repair

Posted advisories on
Lake Hartwell and the
Twelye Mile  warn
against ealing certain
fish likely to contain poly-
chlornated biphenyls, or
PCBs, which are linked
to cancer and other dis-
ease,

“We still do not foresee
an end date to the fishery
‘advisories,] League said
at a recent hearing.

Removal of the Lhn‘d
dam is the best way “to
ensure the PCB problem
will mrerrtuaﬂ},r be re-

‘solved,” Burnham said.

Everythmg else is sec-
ond to the third dam re-
moval or we'll be hmng
the same canvarsauuns
10 years from now.”
Trustees felt there
wasn't enough direct
compensation  for the
recreational fishing in-
jury to justify absorbing
the entire cost of remov-

‘ing the third dam. Partial

funding would be consid-
ered “if an appropriate
enlity came forward with
a wvalid proposal,” the
plan states,

The plan, prepared by
the South Carolina and
Georgia Departments of
Natural Resources, the
state . Departinent  of
Health and Environmen-
tal Control, the US.
Army itps of Engi
neers and the U.S. Fish

. and Wildlife Service, pri-

marily addresses PCB
contamination of recrea-
tional fishing,

PCB  contamination
has resulted in an est-
mated $18 million in lost

‘services, according o

th%flan b
e biggest single
chunk of money, $2.8 mil-

lion, would fund a 10-year
project to increase fish
population and size in
Lake Hartwell by creéat
ing protected Thabitat,

spawning. and refuge
areas for fish,
Another 511 million

would improve boat dock
and fishing pier access to
Lake Hartwell al some
existing public areas:
Seneca Creek, Fairplay
Recreation Area, Law-
rence Bridge Recreation
Area, Lake Hartwell
State. Recreation  Area,
Broyles Recreation Area,
Brown Road Waterfront
Park and Sadlers Creek
State Rmeatmn Area.

A fishing pier and park-
ing lot also would be built
at the state DNR office
near Clemson University,
an undeveloped yet pupur
Iarshoreﬂneﬁshm%

Another $300, um
would finish a ﬁshmg
pier and Wa]kwa:,r imme-
diately below the Hart
well Dam that Georgia
started  building  with
part of its $3.67 million in
the settlement.

Fishing center

AUSA 1T million event
center for major fishing
tournaments Anderson
County proposed at its
43-acre Green Pond Rec
reation Area near Slate
24 would have six boat
launches, 150 car and

trailer parking spaces, 50

single-car parking spac-
es, a tournament weigh-
in area, caurtesy docks,
restrooms and improve-
ments to access roads.
Added possibilities in-

clude bank fishing ac-

cess, a pavilion or amphi-
theater, playground and
a kayak and canve

Jaunch,

The dmft proposal allo-
cates §51.5 million for de-

mgn and construction
costs of the recreational
fishing aspects. i

David Freeman, owner
of Portman Marina, half
a mile by water from
Green Pond, said the pro-
posed facility “would
take money out of the
puckﬁm of local business-
es’ mchidhﬁ Portman
Marina that already offer
I:h_?%e semmﬁ.

e primary reason
large tnumamema aren't
coming to' ﬁnderaun and
Lake Hartwell “is that
the county and ﬂtatﬂ have
been either unwilling or
unable to pay the fees to
bring the tournaments to
the area to host these
large tournaments,”
Freeman said. His ques-

tion is whether that sup-

port would come.

Sma]lr:r tournaments
already “come to us all
the time,” Freeman said.
We've hean doing it for
29 vears." The greater
need, he said, is for the
added docks and piers
for the general public at
existing aceess areas.

Another 52,3 million
designated for other wa-
ters is opposed by the
Lake Hartwell Associa-
tiomn,

Lake Issaque_ena, f
popular picnic and fish-
ing spot in Clemson Uni-
versity's  Experimental
Forest, and eight other
small ]akﬂs« and ponds
uncontaminated by PCBs.
would be added to a state
DNR management pro-
gram. Other sites are the
Harper Pond Complex,
Danenhower ‘Pond,
Dairy Pond, Causey
Farm Tract and| the Wal-
halla Reservoir.

The money should be
spent on  projects on
Hartwell and the Twelve
Mile and not other loca-

‘Hons, Burnham said.



