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Draft Greenville land use plan falls short

specific recommerdations

By Brad Wycha recommendations o planning conducted by helpful, presenting basic Chapter 5 identifies
community facilities, Greenville County,” while  facts and figures about three “priority mvestment | GUuEST COLIMN
here is good newsand cultural resources, eco- “the fundamental concle-  Greenville County and areas” of the county
bad news about the nomic development, sian of the Natural Re- explaining the public where new and expanded
draft comprehensive  housing, land use and sotrces (Committee) is process for revising the  infrastructure and sery-
land use plan for Greenville transportation, and natu-  that aggressive measures  plan. Chapter 4 contains ices, such as roads, water,
County. ral resources, must be taken to protect  the Future Land Use and sewer, should be
First the good news: The  The committees recom-  the most valuable and Map, which providesan  provided in the future.
plan was developed over mend strong measures wulnerable resources in exeiting blueprint for Now the bad news:
the last 18 months with for managing growth and  Greenvyille County,” growth and development  What should be the cor-
tremendous input from protecting natural and A seientific survey in Greenville County over nerstone of the plan —
Greenville County resi- historic resources. For confirmed that the recomy-  the next 10 years, The the final chapter fitled , .
dents. "“Tmagine Green- example, the Land Use mendations of the citizen  map shows that most “Next Steps” — is only _ i ’ ! ! \
ville,” an initiative managed’  and Transportation Com-  committees are support-  future growth should take three pages long, It does ] = _
by the Greenville County mittee asks for "drastic ed by most Greenville place in the center of the  not contain a single rec- Brad Wyche is the
Planning Department, changes in the methods  County residents. county, with the northern  ommendation for the executive director of
ineluded six citizen commit-  and approaches to land The first three chapters  and southern areas classi-  policies that are needed Upstate Forever and
tees to discuss and make use and transportation of the plan are solid and ~ fied as “rural land use.” to make the plan a reality. h-:an d]:;e reached at
- wycheif@
qu: appendix to the plan I upstateforeverorg.
lists the more than 60 Lhe Achilies heel ol part — the challenge is
recommendations of the planning in Greenville implementing it. For ex-
citizen committees. County (and the entire ample, it was easy to draw A _ ) County Council has the
For each recommenda- Upstate) haf always been up a plan for revitalizing from the cifizen commit-  apportunity and the au-
tion there are “priority the “T-word” —imple- downiown Greenville — tees that will be adopted  {hority to establish the
scores” by the County mentation. We have done  paregwing Main Street, in order to implement the  policies needed 10 keep
Coungil, the Planning a very good job of draft- putting in wide sidewalks plan, toestablishaclear  pur county from becom-
Commission and the staff, | ing plans with beautiful and planting trees. That timetable for doing s0  ing a sprawling mess with
and a timeline that ranges | maps and all the right plan could have gathered (not to exceed one year),  exorbitant costs of provid-
from “ongoing” to 20 words, but we have done dust on a shelf, but city and to allow public com-  ing services, severe envi-
vears, But nowherein the | alousy job of making leaders made a commit- ment on the istbefore it ronmental impacts, a
plan or in the appendix is ﬂmﬁxﬂ&ﬂﬂnﬁ_ﬂ reality. | ment to implementation, is included in the plan.  highly diminished quality
there any indication of 1 will never forget and we now see and enjoy Thisisacritical Bme N of Jife and an unattractive
whicls, if any, of the rec- “standing next lo a devel the spectacular results; Greenville County’s his  place for new businesses.
ommendations will actual- Oper m urg as The draft plan is on the tory. Every day our popt-  “Ten years from now,
ly be implemented. The we were both studying Council's agenda fora lation increases by 14 when the next process for
citizen committees de- the proposed future land | 5y blic hearing and sec- people, and until the eco-  revising the comprehen-
serve better than this — uge map posted on the ond reading on Tuesday Nomic Crisis, Was sive plan begins, it will be
ﬂ]E}F Elq]ﬂﬂ'tﬁd that the wall. He Bﬂkﬁd, “‘Whatis at G pal. at Cﬂunt‘f heing devﬂlﬂpedat Lh_e too late. ’
recommendations to this thing?” I explained Square. | hope concerned rate of 16 acres per day.
which they devoted so | that it was the proposed citizens will attend the
much time and attention land use plan for Spartan- | pearine and urge their
would actually be impor- burg County; and E'lﬂ'{ i County Council represen-
tant and meaningful in sigh of relief, he said, Ol yatives to include in the
the final plan. good, it's just a plan. final plan a list of the



