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BREAKING OUT

Seneca couple
agree 1o protect

244-acre property ;

By Mike Foley

ITAFE WRITER
‘migiayEinreanviliEngws.com

A retired Seneca doctor
has given South Carolina

an early Christmas pre- 4

sent.

The gift of LTeen space,
ﬁ-ntr._!mJﬂmes and his

wife, Sandra,

meses have entered into a

| conservation agreement £
to permanently profect

Cheﬂrmtﬂetummrm‘ai

Seneca.
T was: determined to
never develop the ]and

‘while T was alive,” James

said. “It wasn't hard 1o do
this."

James bought the land
fmm its second-owners in

lames said the land pre-
viously was part of a 4,000-
acre plantation and before
thatis was' Chemkee land.
Now, the farm' is rolling
Piedmont hardwood for-
ests and fields with views
of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tams, along with frontage
on Coneross Creek.

It's also home to five ex-

| perimental orchards filled

with 250 American chest

is one that |5
will last forever, The Ja= b

| Lpstate ﬁ:rmr

The 244-acre Chestnut Return farm in rural Seneca will be protected from develop-
ment forever under terms of its conservation agreement.

nuf trees. Those trees are
Phytophthora-resistant
American chestnut  hy-
brids. _

James. a retired ortho-

pedic surgeon and mem-
her of the board of direc-
tors of the Bennington, V.-
based American Chestnut
Foundation, has been at
the forefront of those try-
ing torestore the trees that

M

LEARN MORE

W Learn ahnnt Upstate Forever and protecting land with a
conservation agreement, at: www.upstateforever.org

® For information about the Oconee County Conservation
Bank, visit: www.oconeecountyconservationbankiorg

M Find out about efforts to crossbreed American chestnut
?‘ges to blight-resistant Chinese cheamm at: www.ac-

org

WEfE nearly eliminated by tohave this use in perpetu-
ity,” said Jac Oliver, a land
‘That’s pretiy significant  protection specialist with

'Farm saved through conservatlon pact

Upstate Forever, which
helped broker the conser-
vation agreement.
Upstate Forever, a re
gional conservation orga-
nization which works to
promote sensible growth
and to protect special
places in the Upstate, now
has conservation agree
ments on B8 properties,
covering 12,600 acres in 10
ga;pgmte counties, Oliver

This latest agreement
comes with some tax sav-
ings, Oliver and James
said, but that isn't the main
reason to doil.®

“Its not really a good
businessidea,” Jamessaid,
“butttsagmd:d&atusmre

God's creation.  You

wouldn't do it if vou didn't

love the land.” :
Under terms of the

™ agreement, the land can't

be developed for industri-
al, commercial, retail, resi-
dential subdivisions, min-
ing or similar uses. Butthe
lmjil cant be used for tradi
tional uses like hunting,
fishing, farming and har-
vesting timber.

James' four daughters
each get 2 acres of land in
the midst of the farm for
their use under the lerms
of the agreement.

B Mike Foley can be
reached at 298-4744




