ad/local

Thursday/12.10.09/www.independentmail.com

2010 may be last chance for S.C. water laws, advoca,tes sa,y

BY MIKE ELLIS
Indeperdent Mail
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Environmentalists said
'Hadnssdag that lamﬁlahun
toprotect South Carolina’s
watm: rssum‘nes needs to
‘bes 2010 orsuch
‘protections may not hap-
]]El'l for at least a genera-

Sm‘alﬁp&iatem Wa-
ter conservation groups
met at the Anderson Coun-
tmeLabmry fnra straf-
egy session in which Co-
lumbia-based conserva-
‘tionist Patrick Moore out-
lined legislative goals for
anie.

Moore, t,heleglsl&tt'r.redl-
reetor of the Coastal Car-
olina League, said the state
fsatthe r_-n{1 of the worst
drought in 100 vears and
legislators will need to be

cmnstanﬂarraminded that

water policy is a priority
if action is going to hap-
pen.
Legistation that is not
-approved during . 2010

would need {o start from

serateh and without a ma-

'-'jtar ‘drought fresh in their
heads, legislators- might
not see water issues as a

ority, which is why res-
dents should press for
changes now, hesaid.
Upstate Forever Clean
Air and Water go-director

JﬂhIIT}rnanﬁaiﬂ thers was

alegislative effort that be-
gan in 2002, at the end of
the pravious dreught and
it was picked up again in
2006:a1 the start of the most
recent drought.

“This is a unique oppor-

tunity with the ﬂmught
fresh in. panple s minds,"

Tynan said. "This can pro-
tect our water resources
for generations to come,
This matters not just toen-
virgnmemntalists and fish,

it matters to business, in-
dustry and ﬂ.zruregmwth -

There are two

pieces of legislation that
could be considered in

al average," Moore

A marker indicates the
lake is 7 feet deep at
‘the end of the swimming
area of the Twin Lakes
recreation area of Lﬂiﬂn
Hartwell,

2010, the advocates said.
Moore talked mostly

about a bill, H-542, that
would change the 1976 sur-

face water withdrawal

rules to institute timits

on the amount of water

that'can be pulled [rom'

rivers and lakes in the

-state. He said no such Hm-

Its exist.
“Anyone who lives on
the witer can puta pipe in

“and they don't nead a per-

mit, If's voluntary report-
ing;” Moore said.
“The bill would requirea
permit for those with-
drawing more than three

million gallons of watera
~month and tighten the ex-

isting voluntary reporting
lines,

“Water consumption is
growing faster (in South
Carolina) than the naétiaag

id.
“Dur population is grow-
ing faster than the average
mﬂw&hﬂewﬂ?gﬁe (wa-
ter) storage capacity”

He said that Eighting

: mnatanﬂ;rmﬂmeargm

noway to Sﬁl\?eSnuthCar
ﬂ]jnaawatermsuas. butre-

- the amount of
Watar that can be taken
put of the system could

help give consistency
to the state’s rivers and
Takes.

ahnnﬁauhmmdattha’ﬁwmlﬂEHrmnﬁHnm

The othermajor propos-
al, the Comprehensive
Eiatewide Water Manage-
ment Act, H-3132,is a more

thorough bill including

budgetary, regulatory and
otheraspects of the siate’s

water policy.
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Avt Martinez of Westminster plays with his dog, “Sally,” at the Twin Lakes recreation ares on Lake Hartwell,

Photos of Lake Hartwell at
www.independent mail.com
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Mike Massey, past pres-

ident of the Lake Hartwell
Association, said he favors
the more mmprahanstve
hill, which would accom-
pﬂshmﬂm but he alsosup-
ports the withdrawal
limits in the other propos-

Moore said the compre-
hensive bﬂlwaulquuire
the legislature to put up
money, which would be dif-
ficult under the current
economic sifuation.

He said language to

phase in funding, and reg-
ulation, whenthe budgetis
MOre SeCLre could help get

the measure approved.

He said the policy has
economic development im-
plications hecause ineom-
ing companies need to be
able to plan for their water
needs for years into the fu-
ture,

‘Mpore said two other
smaller pieces of legisla-
tionarealso 'bemg pmuai
this year.

Both concern waste-
water spills,

The first proposal would
require spills excaﬂiﬂn,g
1,000 gallons to be report-
Edfﬂ news media by those
who spilled the sewage.
The second would impose
penalties on frequent
wastewater spillers,




