Residents

support
removal
of dam

Trustees [inalizing spending plan
hope to finish in a few weeks
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More than haE af the
peup]e who answered a

survey
%mﬂhm Pcamt

a project The Muﬂfe.
News reported earlier has

received no ﬁ.muiing de-
spite  supporters’ cries
that it is eritical !uhea]hg
decades of carcinogenic
PCR contamination.

Of the more than 2,800

who took the survey, 53

percent favor reallocating
money for removal of the

mi]lmn of the
go to the project

were nnﬂ'betaﬂeash:us-

g onpa.:ﬂhy.

Copg inﬂm-zﬂussatﬂe-
mtmhadn'tyetbeenused
and that two lower dams
on the Twelve Mile the

; ordered.

Wmﬂ(m remove the two
lawerﬂnmanﬂwhassmn-
ed with construction ofa
disposal site for contami-
nated sedunam from be-

Trustees hope to finalize
g
million compensation
for nmu-alrﬁnumeﬂnm-
ages in the next three to
four weeks, Self said.

“We look forward to the
opportunity to meet with
the trustees and discuss.
any matters that are on

 their minds,” said Larry

Dyck, a river restoration
expert and a board mem-

herufthelalmﬂamwal_

Association, one of the
mmmﬂpatate Fx
SOrs are orever,
Pickens County Soil and
Water Conservation Dis-
trict and the Easley-Cen-
tral Water District.

Self deferred comiment
on decisions on funding
any specific projects until
trustees release the final

part-  document.

The settlement stems
rom PCB contamination
of the Twelve Mile and
lake Hartwell where

] heaﬁhadwsnnasare;ust.-

ed warning against eating
cer'tain fish likely to carry

See DAM on page 54
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PCBsin their fat.

More than 400,000
pounds of polyehlorinated
biphenyls, or PCBs, were
released between 1955 and
1977 from the former San-
gamo-Weston  capacitor
manufacturing site in Pick-
ens, now owned b
Sclﬂu.rnbergtr

Of 2,844 respondents to
the puhlm survey, 53.4 per-
cent said some ofthe settle-
ment should be re-allocat-
ed to partially fund removal

of the Easley-Central dam.
Of a total of 2,848 people
who wmanhne to the sur-

‘vey during the public com-
ment period or who filled
‘out the survey at a public

meeting, only four skipped
the question of whether
money should be reallo-
cated for removal of the
third darm.

Links to the survey were
widely circulated online by
organizations incliding en-

by vironmental groups, fish-

ing clubs, water districts,
state agencies and county
governments  soliciting
and vying for support for
the various prnpoaals
Proposals tO enhance

fish habitat, public ar:cess
and fishing piers at

Hartwell received the
strongest support of five
fishery-related projects se-

Jected for funding in the

draft plan.

The fish habitat prupus.ui
received "strong support”
from 53.1 percent of re
Bimndentﬁ. and the propos

to enhance public access
and fishing piers receive
“strong support” from 412
percent of mafmndenta.

Of the remaining proj
ects selected for funding in
the draft plan, 32.1 percent
gave strong support to a
Green Pond evert center,
309 percent gave strong

support lo a Hartwell Taik
race ‘access project,
and 23.7 percent gave
strong support lo an off
site recreational fshing
‘proposal.

“A second proposal un-
funded in the draft plan, for
re-allocation of money to
partially fund a Water Edu-
cation and Environmental
Center, was ‘supported by

d 265 percent of respon-

dents.

Many of the 1.302 people
who wrote comments in
addition to checking an-
swers on the first part of
the survey said removal of
the third dam was the one
proposal that directly ad-

“Don’t divert
fishing money to
creaie a *
kayaker area or a
water
supply center.”

Survey response

dressed the PCB contami-
nation. :
“This is the only project
that has the pﬁmha.t of ac-
tually improving the Hart-
well fishery permanently
and addressing the cause

of the problem, PCBs," one
respondent wrote.

“It also has the benefit of
restoring the natural envi-
ronment, expanding and
restoring the fishery, open-
ing up 100 miles of river
system and fishery, and

ﬂﬂeatnaluralmld
recreational resouree.” '

Others wvoiced opposi-
tion, “Taking the third dam
out would mainly benefit
kayakers. The money is i
tended to 1mpn:w&ﬁslung
Stick to projects that im-
prove ﬁshmg Don't divert
fishing money to create a
kayaker area or a water
supply center,” one respon-
dent wrote.



