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Permits sought to manage water use

Bill seeks to balance conservation,
growth in wake of drought ‘-

By Rudalph Bell
dosll@graanviilanaws tam
Drought brought the
level of Lake Jocassee so
low that Duke Energy had
to eut the output at its hy-

droelectric station on the

lake during the past two

pass lemislation this

that will [mtSuuﬂ1 Ca.mlma
in a better position to man-
age water resources the
next time drought strikes.

The bill would require
anyone withdrawing water
from rivers and lakes to get
a permit from the stale De-
partment of Health and En-
vironmental Control with
certain exceptions.

Ini PETIILS, fegu-
lators would have to ke

water levels into account as
well as exasting uses and fu-
ture needs, Industries and
other water users would
have to draw u1p contingen-
cy plansin case of drought.

As it stands now, South:

Carolina’s only redquire
ment regarding surface
water withdrawals is for no-
tice of withdrawals exceed-
ing three million gallons a
month,

“We don't know how
much is being used or what
it's being used for” said
John Tynan, co-director of

the clean air and water pro-
gram at Upstate Forever, a
loeal environmental group,
and 2 newly elected board

member of the Greenville

Waler System.

Tynan said South Caroli-
na, North Carolina and Ala-
bama are the only states
east of the Mississippi thal
don't require suchpermits,

He and other advocates
of the permits say it would

give industry more certain-

ty about water availability
and improve South Caroli-
na's legal position in dis-

putes over water nghts
such as the lawsuit that At-
torney General Henry

- McMaster has filed against

North Carolina over use of
the Catawba River.

_ State Sen. Paul Camp-
bell,a Berkeley County Re-

publican whois spotisoring

the legislation, said groups
representing conservation-
ists, industry, power conr
panies and municipal water
systems are close to a com-

romise after years of de-

ating a permit require-
ment,

Camnbe]l, aformerexec
utive with aluminum mak-
er Alcoa Inc., said he hopes
to have the bill out of com-
mittee by the end of the
month and onto the Senate
[lunrm Febmary Chances

good, he
';alé but ﬂ:e_v,r wﬂl dim if
specm] intereats insist on
too much tweaking,

“Quite frankly, if it dies
this time, I'm not sure
there's going to be a sena
tor up there who's going 1o
Brjggit back up,” Campbell
said,



