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Moving mountains: Culbert
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RISING ABOVE THE LANDSCAPE — Technically called a “monadnock”, an ancient remnant of a larger mountain range, Warrior Mountain stands about 300 feet above the surrounding

! landscape just east of S.C. 14 near Metric Road. The mountain is geologically similar to Paris Mountain in Greenville and Little Mountain in Caliimbia




Upstate Forever
recognizes
Culbertson, Pitts
as ambassadors
Jfor environment
By Cory Engle
Staff Wiier

Dianne Culbertson 15 invest-
ing in real estate, and she’s per-
fwﬂ}r happy not turning a prof-
it, Instead ni’huﬂdinganzstegg
in her tetirement, she is build-
ing a legacy tha; is more valu-
able te her than financial gain.

Culbertson has always had a
fqndnr.ss fﬂl‘ what she calls the
qumai laces" in Laurens
County.
years ago she became active
with Upstate Forever, a local

10 L.

hen little,. we_grew
u;qamngwﬂsg:mﬂi o swin at

had 200 years,"

learned all the constellations. 1

always thought all' that would:

always be there."

‘Quibertson said she became

aware of the need for conserva-
tion as she traveled armtnd the
country and saw how irrespon- Cu
sible development could destroy
historic and natural landmarks:

T think it’s real important to
do all’ we can to save our special

places." she said,

As she worked with Upstate
‘Culbertson became

Forever,
part of a task force designed to
promote the conservation of
Laurens. Cnunty landmarks.
Those mectings led fo a dream
of creating a prot

between Interstate 385 and S.C.
Highway 14.

"My son and T started putting
maps - together," she mad "We
just started thinking and dream-
ing about it."

‘Then, one day last vyear,
Culbertson was driving: down
Metric Road when she saw
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o svimming olc hay amiles
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Culbertson sai "We caughtred '
horses in the spring and looked
at lightning bugs and played in
the fields ond the forest, we

tected corridor
in Gray Court and Owings

something in fionf of the Litlle
Knob'in Ba:ks&ah

"There was a sign that said it
was for sale,” shtsmd; "So my
son and T decided we would bite

“the bullet and just do it and pre-

serye it."
Culbertson’s family pooled
their. resources and purchased

almost 300 acres of the Little

Knob, which is listed ona 1772
land gr&nt map as "Warrior
Muuntam“

The knob, whach can be seen
to the east of the intersection of
Highway 14 and Metric Road,
carries with it a history that
goes back to the days before the
first settlers:

Stories: can be fraced back as
recently as the 18005 of a
Cherokee Medicine Woman
known only as "Kit" who lved
on fop of the mountain.
Arrowheads have been found at
the site dating from 11,000 to
12,000 years ago.
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Culbertson was recognized for
her efforts  when Upstite
Forever named her their Land
Conservation Champion at their
Annual Awards Banguet in
Greenville, Culberison received
the honor alongside Rep. Mike
Pitts; who was named Public
Servant of the Year for his work

thg Saving Lake Greenwood
‘campaign.

"Dianne Culbertson has nut
only protected her own proper-
tes but also advocated for the
protection of add:.tmnal slgmfi-
cani lands in her area,” @
spokesman for Upstate Forever
said in a press relegse. "This
year she took a huge step toward
rmmplﬁhng the corndor by
“gequiring the 297-acre Warrior
Mountain. ... At the end of the
‘year, U]imm forever was hon-
ored to sign # conservation
easement with Culbertson,
ensuring the permanent protec-
fion of the Warrior Mountain
h‘ﬂﬂh“

“Culbertson ~sees: a  bright

Mountain, furmmgﬂlahmdwnn ﬁ:hlm for Warrier Mnunthmf
ters of the southern fork of one with trails for hiking and
Warrior Creek. Silica was also horseback riding, educational
discovered at the site, which programis and other ways for the
msthenpurchmdhylmrm ugﬁgflgj:mlymmp?lhﬁslﬂ but
Glass Works, that's still a long way off. '
For Culbertson, Warrior "We h aye a dream,” she smd, -
Motuntain is a big part of her “and we're just beginnir
dmd::nm creale a protected cor-
Ti in northern Laurens iﬂm,ﬁl " ~I T L
County. The property is bor- m q”iH
de: :d to the north by the A 6 s
ertson Backcountry , '
Settlement, which  the + -

Eulheﬂsun*h haw: alﬁ:ad.y put
into conservation easement.
Another neighbor has protected
about 950 acres of land on the
west side of the mountain;

Still, Culbertson said there is
@ lot more land in the area that
she would like 16 see preserved
for perpetuity and she hopes her
example: inspires others.

"T hope other people will see
this and say, ‘I wantto be a. part
of that"," she said. “"Ehr:y might
put their own land in canserva-
tion easement. If they do it will
forever be theirs. They can sell
it or they can hand it down to
family, but they will preserve it
and it won't be devel p&dina
commercial way."

On  Thursday last  week,

‘Photo by Cory Engle
A THRIVING ENVIRONMENT — Delicate mosses growing
among the exposed granite atop Warrior Mountain is a testa-
ment to its fragile ecosystem.

of Warriur Mountain wa
vey of the area measured the étwm%ﬁﬁ#ﬁnf various sites,
A similar marker can be found naara creek bm:l at th&Jﬂﬂ

Photo courtesy.of Upstate Forever
HONORED GUESTS — Above, Hap, Mike Pitis, left, and
Dianne Culbertson, right, received awards at Upsiate
Forever's annual banquet in Greenville last week for their
efforts 1o preserve local landmarks. Culbertson received
her award in recognition of her conservation of Warrior
Motntain, near Gray Ci _Below, A marker at the peak
a U.S. Geological sur-
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WHAT A VIEW — From the peak of the mountain looking nerth, hikers can sometimes see all the way to Paris Mountain on

the north side of Greenville on a clear day.
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