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When Upstats Firever, 4. noipirof organization that promotes
sensible de;velal:ame:ﬂ,17 tinaAble resonroes, and tind protection,
ammouneed its animsl Forever Awgtds earligr this month in
Greenville, they handed fwo:of them to Laiirens Caunty fesidents, -
. Diame' Culberison of Getiy. ot Was. deolared a Land
Conservation Champion after she and her yon, Chad, agreed to
grant a conservation easément for their 297-acre Warrior-
Mountgin property —protecting it from commercial, industrial,

and tesidential developmefit: South Carolina Rep. Mike Pitts of
Ware Shioals wag named Public Servant of the Year for his sup%%r; '
of Upstate Forever's Saving Lake Greenwood carapaign in 2

end for hit leadership statewide on water quality issues.

. These individuals ~ our neighbors — are testament to the com-.
mitments that are essential to preserving our environment. In
other words, they don’t just preach that we ought to recycle or
scold if we drive large gas-guzzling atomobiles, They walk the

When the Cutbertson family began purchasing land in recent
years, they did so a8 an investment. But instead of investing in
land n ordor'ta develop it atid make money — which they would
haye every yight,fo db —thty. did so to invest in a future Whereby
the Tand wonld be a refuge for wildlife and the wilderness.

~ When Pifts, got involved in the Saving Lake Greenwood cam-
paign, he did s6 knowing he would have to expend some political
currency bringing atiention to water quality issues not only in the
area where his catistituents live but also througtiout the state. By
doing so, Pitfs likely had to on the toes of more development-
friendly interests. However, by embracing water quality as a
somewhat non-negotiable commodity, he is taking up the canse of
an essential ingredient for life itself — H20.

We are justifisbly proud to be home to these environmental
champions — defendérs 6f the land and its rescurces. We are espe-
cially proud that they are, again, people who practice what they
preach and have takeh action for the causes they espouse.

We are also tharikful that all they have done benefits us, as well.
What they do for Planst Earth they do-right hers in Laurens
County, They are an ingpiration to us and hopefully to more local
residents who share their vision for sensible growth and 2 sus-
tainable community. -
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