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Public has backed removal; ]udge
urges trustees ‘to move rapidly’
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After years of "W!'Eﬂgﬁ.l]g
over thecost of removing a
third dam that supporters
say i critical to cleaning
PCB contamination from
the Twelve Mile River and
Lake Harl.wam a fEw COIme
promise cuts l];eﬂjmsi by
opening of the river
and lmvmp::artufﬁ]e damn
in place,

The key is finding: out
how much sediment is bes
hind the dam and how con-
taminated it is.

Tugetthﬂmgangjs hn
ns0rs want

@39 million PCH seﬁ]e-
ment.

million of the setflement to
fund the project but need to
start work now because
they want to fie in with a
court-ordered removal of
two lower dame on the
Twelve Mile, where work
has started.

The 59 million court-or-
dered seftlement f
SrlﬂumhmgerT logy
Corp. in 2006 remains un-

They have requested $4 [

FEsruary L2,

promise could clean lake

dam on the 12 Mile River.

plan soon. Th

spent, and trustees say that trustees r

wﬂlﬂnahz&aspmdmg October that awards the

o T mnﬂdmﬁd:am:s mm recreational fish-
unfunded in a ng cements.
elmseg]?:[': “Tshﬂmntihmntnmnve
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A compromise would remove part of the Easley-Central
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' sories that Eaue:been post-

ed for decades il
against eahng certain fis
c:aughtm water.
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written commenis submit-
ted to trustees in a recent

public opinion  survey

tion, said Bill Stephens, a
principal with Kestrel Hori-
zons;, a Greenville and

Charleston-based engi- -

neering firm working with
dam removal proponents.
The amount of sediment is
unknown, Kestrel said.
The cost has been a bar-
rier to removal of the dam
going back to negotiations
prior to the 2006 court or-

found 65 percent favor re-  der.

maoval of the third dam.

“The problem of the
PCBs cannot be alleviated
until the third dam is re-
moved. Therefore, this is
the mest critical project,”
one resident wrote.

A total of 2,844 people
filled out the survey ob-
tained by The News under
the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. Of those, 53,4 per-
cent checked boxes to sup-
port reallocation of some
settlement money toward
removal of the Easley-Cen-
tral dam.

- The survevalso included
space for written com-

ments, where the 1,302

ie responded.
%ﬁnﬁ the Easley-
Central Dam is the only
project that will reduce
PCBs in lake Hartwell
The dam removal will also
reaultmase:emc free-flow-
ing river, open space for
outdoor activities, clean

water, and healthier fish

and wildlife,” one resident
wrote.

Others supported fish-
ing enhancements funded
in the trustees’ draft pro-
posal, “Recreational fishing
is a great industry that

brings money into the

ECONOmy and:a&marwﬂ;: ;
to keep kids out of trouble,”

a supporter of the draft
plan wrote,
“Our area needs a megs-

ramp dearly. Too mau:rhig-

tournaments are by

ing this lake, " that

needs to change,” another
wrnte. _
rm‘ﬂnve;wtﬁfﬁtledammd
cut the cost brings
those who want to remove
the dam and

trustees “to a point where I

wish we'd have been two
vears ago,” said Ross Self,

head of freshwater fisher -

The new plan slashes the
cost from an estimated 55
million to $4.4 million by
eliminating the need for a
new impoundment ﬂ;;ﬂ
pumping equipment for
thewater district. It is spon-
sored jointly by Upstate
Forever, the Lake Hartwell

Assmahun the Pickens

Soil and Water Conserva-
fion District and the Easley
Central Water District.
_The new plan would
open the west side of the
riverto run free and leave a
small part of the dam in
place on the east side.
il e
e t perpendicula
the remaining part of the
existing dam, connecting it
to-a floodplain upstream.
Some water would be di-
verted from the river into a
new channel to be dredged
at the east edge of the
floodplain and into the new-
lv created impoundment

v«_rhi_le the west side of the

ﬁuﬂﬂsﬁﬁfs 2006 order
listed removal of the third
:iam ‘as a consideration for

the 59 million paid by
Schlumberger to compen-
sate for lost resources in-
cluding contamination of
fish in Lake Hartwell. Be-
tween 1955 and 1977,
400,000 pounds of PCBs
were released from the for-
mer Sangamo-Weston ca

pac;to r mantfacturing site
in Pickens now ewned by
Schlumberger.
Anderson asked trustees
at an October hearing if
there is any evidence of
PCBs at the third dam. “A
small amount -:n" PCBs is

still dangerous,” he said
after hearing thst a small

amount of contamination is

ies for the state Depart- million

ment of Natural Resources

and chair of the trustee

eouncil,
“We'll move ahead with
all due haste,” Self said.

dam remaval and a Water
Education and Environ-

mental Center that also'is

currently unfunded.

2010 @ FinaL EDFT10N

Judge G

Jr, who nrdm:ed the settle-
ment, told The Greenville
News on . “This
has been hangmg around
oo long.”

The new plan “sounds in-

tﬂ]hgmt,” said Anderson,
who recommended
ﬂ131$3 :m!hun of the séttle-
ment go toward rt'muwl of

nal nnpednnenl to a free-
flowing river — is the only
proposal on the table that
would heal alegacy of con-
tamination and health advi-

See PGB on page 14A

t Public wants third
Twelve Mile River
dam removed

Water Etlu::attiun and
Environmental c

Recreational  Removal
fishing of third
enhancements dam

Source: The Greenville News
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