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Gary Player backs Cliffs funding plan
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Golf legend Gary Player
said he supports Jim An-
thony’s efforts to raise up
to 5100 million from his re-
sort members and he will
work with the developer to
finish & golf course in
nt;rﬂm—n Greenville Coun-

Hlayer, who is designing
the course al Anthony's

CLIFES

FROM PAGEIA

| impact on the North Salu-
da River,

Anthony said he hopes to
resolve those concerns b,*,r
altmmg the golf COLTSe’s

desigm.

YEither we'll come to-
gether or well let the court
system decide,” Anthony
said. “But we are going full-
bore construction in the
spring and to finish up” by
next vear. .

Greenvillebased  Up- |
state Forever was one of

the environmental groups
| that raised questions about |

aspects of the development
s
Its executive director,

Brad Wyche, couldn't be

reached for comment.
| Player’s support of An- |

thony adds prestige and
marketability to the devel-

oper's project. While it mg,
| won't cure a weak econo- |

| my, Anthony said Player's
backing is crucidl because
the golfer is Mountain
Paﬁtﬁ;tnp h:évaﬁtar
er said Anthony" sap-
proach to asking members
to finance the remaining
amenities o the golf com-
munities s a “very un-
usual” but a strategically
appropriate move that he
| expects (o succeed.

“l see what's happening
to golf resorts in the world,
-and lsee what's happemng_
to  the If business,”
Player said. “The most en-
lightening thing I've seen

| — that his (property) own-
ers came to him and said
‘well, banks are not exactly
the friendliest Lpeople in the
world today, and so0 we will
get together and well
come up with an idea that
will show unity is

stength™

Mountain Park develop-
mﬂutﬂ]ﬂngState]_'l said he
is committed for the long
haul to The Cliffs Com-
munities Inc. Anthony's
Trmre]hishERﬁ-stébe:Jsed cmr;,f
pany en building go
resortsin the Caruhnasbut
sirupeling  in recent
months with the economic
downturn,

In an interview with The
Greenville News, Player
said his new home in

ﬂskedﬂhewmﬂdnm'hcb
pate in the private place
ment ﬂffenng Plaver said,
‘T'm the walk,”

“Laok what I've done,”
he said. “Who else has hun]t
ahouse and an office to the
extent that T (have)? No-
body in this whole proper-

ty.”

The Cliffs' offering for
between §60 million and
100 will be avail
able Gnly to its members,
nurmal]y OWIIETS
who have golf or fmm'ly
memberships. Many of
them encouraged Anthony
to consider the debt {:-ffer
ing, which will consist ‘of
notes from The Cliffs se-
cured by Anthony and the
amenities.

The notes will pay 12 per-
cent annually for seven

vears; according to merm-
hm of The Clifis' finance
advisory committees,

Anthony said he has a
comimitment from Wall
Street investors for financ-
but he believes it is a

risky approach that could
pose  serious  conse
quences to club members
if The Cliifs defaults.

A native of South Africa,
Player has won 163 profes-
sional golf fournaments
worldwide. The wins in-

clude 18 major champion-

ships, nine on the PGA tour -

and nine on the Senior
PGA tour. He became the
third man to ca‘i:mre gﬂlf‘s
coveted Gran

1965. Jack Nicklaus and TI
ger Woods since joined
that elite group,

Off the course, Plaver
hias raised more ﬂtan
million for underprivileged
children’s education glob-
ally through the efforts of
The Flayer Foundation. He
has built 300 golf courses
worldwide.

TIGER FACTOR
W Piayer says Woods has
major impact on aolf. 5A

Mountain Park and the
move of his main waorld-
wide office to the develop-
ment reflect his confidence
in Anthony,

“If | sit on the other side
of the table m&vu I've gnttu

S

vou've got to encourage ev- -
ery developer, every per-
son who wants to invest in
your state ™

Anthony, however, said
last week that construction
on the Mountain Park
course has been sus
ed while he attempts to re-
solve the conecerns of envi-
ronmental groups worried
about the development's

Eencourage man,”
Player said. "Pa.rht:ularl}fm
these economic

times,

Cliffs Communities developer Jim Anthony, left, and gol-
See CUFFS onpage 5A  fer Gary Player talk in Player's corporate headguarters,

GEORGE GARDNER / Siaft

The Player Group's of
fice at Mountain Park
opened in August 2008
One of several offices
around the world including
London, Cape  Town,
Shanghai, Abu Dhabi and
Palm Beach, Fla., the office
semsasﬂ}eheadqum
for the nperahng divisions

of Flayer Group,
nm}y Gary Player De
sign, Player Real Estate,
and Black Knight Enter-

prises,

AL12,000 sguare feet, the

group’s building is the
anchor for The Village at
Mountain Park, a mul-
phase development that in-
cludes a medical center
and a condominium com-
plex that is under constric-
tion. It eventually will have

retail shops, a market, out
ﬁttemhmfag‘ngand outdoor
Bmphl{heater

Founded in 1991 by An-
thony, The Cliffs" proper-
ties include real estate in
eight  private  master
pla:med residential com-
mumities along the edge of
the Blue Rldge Mountains
between Asheville and
Greenville,

Anthony told The News

he was turning fo Perty
owners for as much as S100
in financing be-

cause the turmoil in finan-

Seaff

Gary Player

cial markets had taken its
toll and forced him to pur-
sue an alternative financ-

strategy  to.  steer
ﬂlmugh the crisis.

He said that he's confi-
dent hell make it. He said
the company didn't make a
profit last year, though it
expects one later this vear
or early in 2011,

Membership in  one
Cliffs communily entitles

“an individual or family to
mare than $150 million in  with Cliffs

completed amenities atal]
eight dwelnfmmla, in-
golf courses craft-

ed by notables such as

Player, Nicklaus, Tom Fa-
20, BmWfight,TumJack-
son-and Woods,

Members also have ac-

cess o g cﬂﬂ'tprehenswa
weliness program devel-
oped in conjunction with
health and medical ex-

Fla;rer 74, and Anthony,
66, share a tion fo
healﬂweiaﬁd causes, s

pecially the fight against

obesity among children
‘and teep-agers. Playerisan
avowed fitness fanatic, ris-
ing at 5a.m. for astrendous
workout,

The two men relentless-
ly advocate good heaith
and a pmfarenee for o
mcal]}r grown foods ﬁa-

ul brothers,” Player said.
ﬁﬁarMmminm FPark was
proposed, Upstate Furemr
officials expressed “seri-
ﬂclﬁsﬂ;i[m“ms about The
permit applications
for sewage discharge, and
the p&tenﬁaiimpact on the
North Saluda River, and for
the goll course a‘h‘at{:hum
along the river between
State’ 11 and U.5, 25,

of the environ-  greater

mental group said they met
e tatves
to voice their concerns ant
o pany’ o h Etdﬂ
coim S approach to
dressﬂmae :55‘1.1&5.

The group's officials said

ﬂ'l.ﬂ,? aren't opposed to the
Mountain Park project but
are concerned about devel-
‘opment activities and prac-
tices that threaten the emn-
runmen’l, parhmﬂarhr in
e aress such as the
Elue Ridge Mountains,
The US. Fish and Wild-
:;yleTSEI“m wanted .gﬂ{hﬂ-
0 suspend plans for the
Hayﬂ*—dﬂlg[md golf
course until the project’s
impact on the North Salu-
da River and surrounding

‘environment could be de-
terminéd,

Player said he under-

— — =

slands the environmental-
ists' concerns and they
hmreb-e-en “fuite tough” on
A furiﬂthe. Mointain
Park development.
However, he has a
13,000-acre ranch in South
Africa, and Player said the
use of fertilizers, mlswae of
water and soil erosion pose
I if designer, and
T'mia gof er, an
I'm a farmer," he said. "You
know who's done the most
to harm the environment?
Us farmers.”
“But the farmers never
get’h‘ttﬂh't:-uh]e



