Cliffs golf -~
project could
'Soon resume

Conservation group reaches deal
on key issues; others have to agree
| By David Dykes
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Health and Environmental
Control and the state’s Ad-
| ministrative Jaw Court,
which is considering ap-
peals of permit applications
for the development,
haven't reviewed and ap-

Wyche said. _

~ 5till, he said, “T'm hopeful
that we can have all this
wrapped up by the end of
th'e.'mﬂ.th.“

"We liave an agreement
in principle,” Anthony said.

| “There's somei'sto dotand
t'sto cross.”

"We're able to make
some changes and main-
tain the integrity of the golf
course and the quality of
the golf course and work

with our neighbors,” he

said. “We feel like it's a win-
win.” '
~ With a final agreement,

Anthony said he hopes to
resume construction on

the Mountain Park golf
course in 30 to 45 days.
Anthony and Wyche said
the developer's agreement
with Upstate Forever calls
for protective buffers along
the North Saluda River,
elimination of some golf
cart bridges on the course
and limits on use of river
| water for irrigation.
1t also calls for Anthony’s
company, The Cliffs Com-
mumnities, to support a fund
to pay for watershed resto-
ration after construction
| and a site for public access
to the river for boating and
| fishing, Anthony and
Wyche said.

Wyche said Upstate For-
ever won't continue oppos-
ing The Cliffs' plan to dis-
pense wastewater in an
area next to the golf
course,

“We continue to believe
that this is not a good site
for a golf course, but sever-

al provisions in the pro-
posed settlement —longer
and wider buffers, fewer
bridges, minimal channel
alteration, and water with-
drawal limits — will mean
that the impacts of the
course on the North Salu-
da will be substantially less
than what they would have
been under the original
proposal,” Wyche said.

The Cliffs originally ap-
plied for a permit to dis-
charge wastewaterinto the
Saluda, but later withdrew
it

The company then
asked for a permit from
DHEC to apply the treated
wastewaler in an area next
to the golf course, Upstate
Forever opposed that re-
quest because the group
had serious gquestons
aboul the suilability of the
hillside area for handling
wastewater, Wyche said.

The proposed settle
ment would allow The
Cliffs to proceed with the
application of wastewater
in the area, he said.

"A settlement by defini-
tion means you don’t get
everything you want,”

Wyche said.
Representatives of other
conservation ETOURS

couldn't be reached for
comment

A DHEC spokesman
said the agency hasn't re-
ceived details of the poten-
tial settlement.

The Mountain Park de-
velopment's water-quality
cerfification, stating that
applicable effluent limits
and water quality stan-
dards wouldn't be violated,
was issued in May 2008,
said Adam Myrick, a
DHEC spokesman in Co-
lumbia.

The certification was ap-
pealed by Upsiate Forever
and other conservation
groups. DHEC's board
upheld the staff’s decision
to 1ssue that permit and the
case was appealed to the
state’s Administrative Law

Court, where it is pending.
The separate land-appli-
cation permit for treated
wastewater also was ap
pealed to the court.

After the project was pro-
posed,  conservationists
said they met with Cliffs
represenlatives o voice
“serious concerns” and
asked them to modify the
approach.

Conservation  groups
said they aren't opposed to
the Mountain Park project
but are concerned about
development activities and
practices that threaten the
environment, particularly
in sensitive areas such as
the Blue Ridge Mountdins,

The 11.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service wanted Antho-
ny to suspend plans for the
golfl course until the proj-
ect’s impact on the North
Saluda and surrounding
environment could be de-
termined.

Anthony did suspend
work on the golf course
while he attempted to re-
solve the environmental
ists' concerns.

In a recent interview
with The News, Player said
he understands the con-
cernsand the conservation
groups have been “quite
tough” on the plans for
Mountain Park.

He has a 13,000-acre
ranch in South Africa, and
Player said the use of fertil-
izers, misuse of water and
soil erosion pose greater
threats.

Wyche, who is a lawyer,
said that after all sides
agree to the seftlement
terms, a comprehensive
written agreement will be
signed and sent to the Ad-
ministrative Law Court for
its approval in a consent or-
der.

He said his group ex-
pects DHEC to carefully
monitor The Cliffs’ opéra-
tions and “we certainly in-
tend to do s0.”



