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Health Concerns Not Only Effect Of Area
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GREENVILLE, S.C. -- The Upstate's air quality is considered unhealthy,
and if something is not done soon,
everyone could all feel the health and
financial effects of bad air.

Brad Wyche with Upstate Forever
said, "We have been barely in
attainment for the current ground-
level ozone standard. The EPA right
now is considering making that
standard more stringent."

Wyche said when or if that happens,
he is sure the Upstate won't be in

attainment.

Consider this, from the 1950s to now the Upstate's population has exploded.
Pollution from cars and trucks, combined with the recent blazing hot
summer days combine to create dangerous levels of ozone.

"It has serious consequences for respiratory conditions that could aggravate
asthma and bronchitis and emphysema," Wyche said.

According to Wyche, car pooling, riding your bike or using public
transportation is the best way people can help keep ozone levels down.

If the Upstate air quality is considered in non-attainment by the
Environmental Protection Agency, the region could lose federal highway
money along with business.

Richard Blackwell with Upstate Alliance said, "A lot of the large
manufacturers may not be able to get the right permits for instance, a BMW
or a FUJI could not do an expansion project.”

Blackwell said other companies looking to move to the Upstate may not be
allowed to set up shop because the area's air quality doesn't meet federal
standards.

"Quality of life is the No. 1 selling point in the upstate,” Blackwell said. "If
we do anything that hampers the quality of life, then it hurts our ability to
sell the Upstate," he said.

Copyright 2010 by WYFF4.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Hey Brad, I;m sort of sick to hear of your stupid solutions to clear up the environment. If
it wasn;t for Government funding you wouldn;t exist. How about you coming by my
house and give me a ride to and from work. | would appreciate it bubba.

Jun. 23, 2010 9:06pm EDT | from southernkollect

Inappropriate

South Carolina is not the only state with no emissions control. South Carolina is one of
22 states that are right to work states. Where are you getting your information?

Jun. 23,2010 7:13pm EDT | from gabednar

Inappropriate

South Carolina is the only state in the nation with no emissions controls. Every other
state requires cars to have testing to make sure the cars have working emission
systems. Just one more to add to the list of being the worst at, along with
unemployment, education, employee rights (the only right-to-work state in the country),
and who knows how the drinking water is regulated for safety.

Jun. 23, 2010 7:01pm EDT | from dsam

Inappropriate
Just wait, Obama and Biden will get it all fixed.
Jun. 23, 2010 2:31pm EDT | from Mrarff

Inappropriate
Tinky you're like your buddy & | hope you get plowed on the way.
Jun. 23, 2010 12:49pm EDT | from geewhiz
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