New data may seal
of third dam

fate

Removing barrier
could open up
new recreation
opportunities

By Anna Simon
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G TREC — Thefate ofa
Twelve Mile River hinges on

the extent of carcinogenic PCB

contamination behind it — a

question to be answered

through a new work plan spon-
sors ofthe removal project have
submitted to trustees who hold
the purse strings in a 59 million
s ent.

“This is the document we've
been waiting on,” said Ross Self,
freshwater fisheries chief at the
state Department of Natural Re-

- sources, the lead trustee agen-

(1
Trustees are reviewing the in-
formation and will meet soon to
et
ristees have “agreed incon-
cept” to fund the approximately
$300,000 study but haven't for-
mally approved funding be
cause they needed the work
plan to be finalized n a way that
addresses some issues and
fuestions trustees. had
The results will give trustees
“a better feel” for the feasibility

ofthe scope of the damremoval

project and the amount of
muéley- to designate for it, Self
said.

Trustees delayed a final deci-
sion on spending the settlement
money because they are inter-
ested in the dam removal if it's

See DAM on page 94
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Removing this 12 Mile River dam could epen a recreation corridor into Lake Hartwell.

STAEF Fim
Advocates of opening up 12 Mile River by remov-
ing all three dams on it say that will both de-
crease the PCB contamination problems of the
river and Lake Hartwell while improving fishing
and recreational opportunities in this partof the
state.
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feasible, Self said. The dam
removal isn'T included in a
tlraft spending plan. _
"We hﬂvedﬂn interest in
trying fo do semething
there from the Eruiﬂjc Com-
ments we got,” Self said,
“Clearly there’s public sup-
port. We just need to get a
better handle on how in-
volved and liow complex it
will be. There are a number
of prorities we would like
to address, and this is one
of them. We have to see if it
will fit within the scope of
what we are capable of do-
I]'I,g_"
_Other priorities include
fishery related projects
funded in a draft plan last
e this oW -
the Easley Central Water
District, isn't included in
the draft, US. District
Judge G. Ross Anderson
Jr, who ordered removal of
two lower dams, strong
recommended that 33 mil-
lion of the sefilement
money be used toward re-
moval of the third dam.
Supporters of the project
say removal of the third
dam would result in a free-
flowing river and clean
PCB contammation from
the waterway.
Work toward removal of
the two lower dams “is con-

E

“This is the docu-
ment we've been
waiting on’

Ross Seif, state freshwater

fisherles chief

management unit, and we
arep[eased-wiﬂ‘lﬂlest%eagly.
Qrgoing. progress of the
dredging activity, allowing
production to sfay on tar-

get,” said Stephen Harris,
spokestan

for Schlum-
berger, which is respon-
sible for removing the pair

ly of century-old dams and

of contaminated
sediment behind them,
The proposed feasibility
study will evaluate the
quantity and quality of sedi-
ment in the river in terms
of volume and PCB con-
tamination, the condition of
adjacent floodplains and
could generate engineer-
ing alternatives for imple-
mentation of the project,

asley Central Water Districl dam
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said Larry Dyck, a river
restoration expert who
lives on the river and is a
board member of the Lake
Hartwell Association, a
project  sponsor

ever, the water district and
the Pickens Soil and Water
Conservation District,.
The 59 million settle-
ment stems from PCB con-
tamination of the Twelve
Mile and Lake Hartwell,
where health advisories
Warn against eating certain
tish likely to carry PCBs in

their fat. More than
400,000 pounds of poly- §

l

chlorinated hiphenvls, or

PCBs, were released be-
tween 1955 and 1977 from
the former Sangamo-West-
on capacitor manufactur-
mg site in Pickens, now
owned by Schlumberger.,

sponsors are Upstate For- ¢




