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> mitted, said Shelley Robbins proj-
ect coordinator in the. Spartanburg
office of Upstate Forever.

~ “The way state and federal officials
go about permitting drinking water
projects like this allows for no pubhc
input,” Robbins said.

WRWD holds a state 401 water
permit from the South Carolina
Department of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC)
and a federal 404 permit from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Dillard said. Neither of those licenses
requires public comment.

Adam Myrick, a spokesman for
DHEC, said “There are no specific
public notice requirements in our
drinking water rules,” and provided
a link to the agency’s web site when
asked about” the lack of public
comment. i

No one in the agency’s water
permitting division would speak
with the Journal for this story.

Robbins said the permitted
withdrawals at around 17 million

gallons per day and the planned

withdrawal of 12 to 14 million
gallons would put a severe strain on
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the Tyger River during periods of -

drought and could have substantial
impacts downsttream.

The reservoir would deal with the
low flow problem by allowing the
district to store water away from
the river and draw on it when flows
are down, Dillard said. It would be
required under the Surface Water
Withdrawal Act.

“There were objections from DNR
over some wetlands and the Corps
wants us to do an environmental
impact statement,”  Dillard

said..

The impact statement would add
significantly to the cost of the
project and WRWD is appealing the
requirement.

~ Dam building does have a public

comment requirement and DNR
took full advantage of it to voice
their concerns. The delay could
cause problems after WRWD brings
their new system online durmg low
flow periods.

Contact Charles Sowell at 679-1208 or
csowell@thespartanburgjournal.com.




