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Study: Forests taking whaek from

Environmentalists worry sprawl will - combined, Wyche said
hurt Upstate's natural resources

By Anna Simon
CLEMSON BUREAU
asimopgrEanvillenews com

CLEMSON — On these
crisp fall days, hikers,
mountain bikers and hor-
seback riders enjoying fall
colors in Clemson Univer-
sity's Experimental Forest
iand the Andrew Pickens
District of Sumter National
Forest are taking advan-
tage of a resource that's

i ing in other parts
of the Upstate.

New research released
Tuesday shows that more

700,000 acres of forest

cover was lost to develop-

ment or turned to pasture
since 1992 in the 10 coun-
ties of the Upstate, said
Brad Wyche, executive di-
l:_hﬂt’:sl::tt.uv of Upslﬂte Forever,
€ managing partner
the SaludaReedy Wa-
tershed Consortum,
which sponsored the study

done by Clemson Universi-

ty's Strom Thurmond Insti-

Tute,

That 700,000 acres of lost
forest cover is half again
tliesiﬁmfl?réamﬂleﬂnun-
Iy, uch  encompasses
about 500,000 acres, or ap-

proximately equal to Pick-

ens and Oconee counties

‘The full 10county area
réaches from Cherokee
and Union counties to the
northwest corner of the
state and is 3.9 million
. Il’%md mmind-
ALIES e shed :
bogeling that we've lost

dent of Younghlood Devel
opment and former chair of
the Ectonomic Develop-
ment Alliance of Pickens
County. “At the same time,
vou're going to have devel
opment. You're going to
have to prepare for it.”
Sorme people want to live

700,000 acres of our forest in th

cover in such a relatively
short period of time. If
that's not arfa?lk&up.mﬁ to
get serious about manag-
ing growth, I don't know
what is,” Wyche said,
Developers work

with envirenmentalists and

Enﬁlies_ such ?s the statz
epartment of Health | 0

Environmental Control to

“be good stewards,” said said

Danny Youngblood, presi

in e country away from
the urban environment,
said Tom Winkopp, a
dGreemriHe Tand Clemsan
eveloper. “You're going to
have a demand f-:::'mfhal
kind of deyelopment.”

‘:I_'E?fld}*.iﬂ in place, Winkopp

Nocks and Stephen Sper-
ry, who leach city aﬂdp?trz-
gional planning at Clem-
som, said they were sur-
prised at the findings of
their study that is based an
satellite and aerial photo-
Eﬁﬁhﬁ over the 18vear pe-
5|

“We knew there had
been some loss of forest

cover in the region, but we.

never imagned it was of
this magnitude,” Sperry
said. “For a region that
prides  itself on in;

- green, this is a distirbing
trend,”

The greatest decline in
density occurred in Ander-
son, Oconee and Pickens
counties, from 2,437 per
SOns per square mile in

growth

199210 1,065 in 2009, a drop
of 56 percent, according to
the study. Density declined
3 percenl in Greenville
and Spartanburg counties,

Wyche said  classic

and environmental im-
pacts,

Concerns include flood-
wildlife habitat and quality
of life, Wyche said.

Winkopp, who built an
upseale student apartment
commmunity in what had
been a rundown area in
the city of Clemson, said,
“It's much more rewarding
to take an infill site and turn
it into something produc-
tvee,”



