
By Cory Engle
Staff Writer

An investigation by the
Laurens County Sheriff’s Office
narcotics division led to the
arrest of three
people in
Waterloo and
the seizure of
about $1,000
worth of
crystal meth.

L C S O
d e p u t i e s
served a
search war-
rant at 2442
R i v e r f o r k
Road in
Waterloo on
Monday and
a r r e s t e d
S h i r l e y
Greene Pace,
46, of that
address. Also
arrested were
Waterloo res-
i d e n t s
D o n n i e
W i l l i a m
Nelson, 38,
of 2547
R i v e r f o r k
Road and
Buddy Lee
McCall, 25,
of 163
G u t h r i e
Road. Pace is
charged with
distribution
of meth and
p o s s e s s i o n
with intent to
d i s t r i b u t e
meth. Nelson and McCall have
each been charged with posses-
sion of meth. 

According to Sgt. Justin
Moody of the narcotics division,
the drugs seized at the scene are
of a higher quality than the kind
usually manufactured within the
county. Moody said crystal
meth, or “ice,” involves a manu-
facturing process that requires a
lot more space than smaller labs
that are discovered in the county.

Moody said deputies confis-
cated about 8 grams of crystal
meth, with an estimated street
value of around $1,000.

The LCSO encourages citi-
zens with any information on
illegal drug activity to call
Laurens County Crime Stoppers
at 864-68-CRIME and leave an
anonymous tip.

LCSO busts
Waterloo

home
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Playoff fever
Laurens gets in, LA gets
to semis, Clinton ousted

Home brew
Library event focuses on
moonshine in the South

From Ashia Mayes who has a
ready smile for everyone. She
is a dietary cook at the
Presbyterian Community in
Clinton.

www.laurenscountyadvertiser.net

Photo by Judith Brown
CORN WHISKEY — Author Jerry Alexander holds out an official bottle from one of the
South Carolina Dispensaries, the only locations in each county to legally sell whiskey from
1865-1915. Alexander was in Laurens last week discussing his book “Where Have All the
Moonshiners Gone?” Complete story and photos can be found on page 1B.

By Daniel J. Lauer
Staff Writer

Laurens Commission of
Public Works customers should
expect to see an increase in water
and sewer rates on next year’s
bills. Commissioners discussed
the changes Monday morning as
part of the 2011 operating budg-
et.

CPW general manager Dale
Satterfield said that the water
department has a 4 percent defi-
ciency, or $134,392, for the last
12 months ending in September,
while the sewer department is
behind by almost $71,000.

The water department is influ-
enced by a 17.7 percent increase
in raw water rates handed to the

CPW rates
to increase

in 2011

By Daniel J. Lauer
Staff Writer

A Clinton woman is in jail after
she allegedly set her common law
husband of eight years on fire late
Sunday evening and burned down
their Gary Street Extension home.
Alice Jean Vance, 59, was arrested
and charged with attempted mur-
der and third degree arson in the
incident.

According to the report, officers
were called to the mobile home
residence after the victim called to
say Vance had thrown kerosene on
him and set the home on fire.
Officers arrived to find the home

fully engulfed
in flames.

The victim
repeatedly told
officers that
“Vance had
p u r p o s e l y
doused him
with kerosene
and set him
and the resi-
dence on fire.”
He said that he
took off his shoes and socks,
which had caught fire, and threw
them back into the residence
before running to a neighbor’s
house. He was treated for pain in

his foot due to the fire.
“He did have some type of

accelerant on other parts of his
clothes,” said CDPS Captain
Butch Pressley. However, “He was
able to get up and away from the
couch.”

Pressley said the home was pret-
ty much a total loss. Some parts
were still standing, he said, but not
livable.

Vance told officers that the inci-
dent was an accident, but she was
arrested and transported to CDPS
before going to the county jail.

Pressley said that Vance was
being held on a $25,000 cash or
surety bond on each charge.

Clinton woman arrested after setting
common law husband on fire

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer

Ten years ago, an algae bloom in
the upper channels of Lake
Greenwood was so thick turtles and
ducks could walk across it. It had
been partly due to the high nutrient
levels, particularly phosphorous,
flowing into the lake, primarily from
the Reedy River. 

So in April 2009, when Time
Magazine ranked the Saluda River in
South Carolina as No. 6 among the
nation’s Top Ten Endangered Rivers,
natural resources organizations and a
grassroots community organization,
Preserving Lake Greenwood (PLG),
began making some noise to try and
get the Department of Health and
Environmental Control to tighten up
restrictions for wastewater treatment
plants in the Saluda Watershed area.
The timing was critical, because the
DHEC permits for several of the
Saluda River area wastewater treat-
ment plants were up for renewal.

Now, barring any unsuspected
bombshells at a Wednesday night
public hearing in Greenwood, those
efforts may soon come to a success-
ful ending, as DHEC holds its sec-
ond hearing related to the 35-page
document which includes the new
restrictions and a plan of action.

The meeting will take place at
6:30 p.m. tonight in Greenwood,
according to Karen Boylan, chair-
man of the board for PLG.

“We hope a lot of people will
come out for it,” she said. She and
other board members of the group,
which is composed of representa-
tives from many of the neighbor-
hoods and developments around the

lake, were at the first public hearing
last week, which was a question-
and-answer session with DHEC offi-
cials. Tonight is the second required
public hearing and is open for public
comment.

So far, Boylan is cautiously opti-
mistic about DHEC’s plan.

“We’re very excited,” Boylan said.
“This is a major milestone for us.”

Boylan, who lives with her hus-
band Dan in the Crystal Bay devel-
opment near Cross Hill, wasn’t plan-
ning to start an entire volunteer
organization when she began con-
tacting legislators and friends about
the poor water quality issues of Lake
Greenwood. After more than a year
and a handful of public meetings,
PLG has close to 500 concerned res-
idents in its e-mail banks.

John Tynan of Upstate Forever
said he is pleased that DHEC took
the time to listen and developed a
plan to tighten the restrictions on
phosphorous flowing into the
Saluda.

“What DHEC has proposed is to
reissue all 10 of the wastewater per-
mits for Saluda River at the same
time,” Tynan said, “and they are
adding phosphorous restrictions.”

Tynan said he felt sure that the
work of Upstate Forever and the
PLG made a difference.

“I would say that the focus the
community brought to the lake and
the river made DHEC take a closer
look and take a proactive approach
to make sure the lake doesn’t get any
worse,” Tynan said. This is a great
example of when there’s good col-
laboration between wastewater utili-
ties, DHEC and the community, you
can get results.”

Last year during initial talks
between Upstate Forever and
DHEC, DHEC said the equipment
to make the changes would be cost
prohibitive for the individual treat-
ment plants. But since those talks,
Tynan said, ReWa has decided to,
over a several-year period, consoli-
date four of the smaller plants into
one larger one, using brand new
technology which will reduce nutri-
ent emissions. That in itself will

Success at the lake?
DHEC poised to

tighten restrictions
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By Cory Engle
Staff Writer

An afternoon of recreational fly-
ing turned into a life-or-death
struggle when a man crashed his
ultralight aircraft into Lake
Greenwood on Tuesday.

David Robinson, who lives on
the Laurens County side of Lake
Greenwood on Catfish Cove Road
in Waterloo, said he was going out
to his regular fishing spot when
two airplanes caught his eye.

“Two ultralights were flying
down the lake on the other side,”
he said. “I got down to where I nor-
mally fish and saw one accelerate
and incline (up), then the engine
shut down and it crashed in front of
me.

“I was waiting for him to come
up but he didn’t,” Robinson said.
“Whoever was in the other ultra
light was pointing at me to go to
him.”

So Robinson jumped into the
water, which he estimates was
between six and seven feet deep,
and pulled the entire aircraft up to
keep the pilot’s head above water.

“I grabbed the plane rail and
raised it up as much as I could to
get his head out of the water,” he
said. “Then I lost my grip and he

went back under. It took what
seemed like forever to get him
back up.”

Robinson said the pilot was tan-
gled in the bars of the airplane but
he was able to push his head under
and free himself from the wreck-
age. Once the man’s head was
above water, he told Robinson that
he thought he was OK.

“A pontoon boat appeared and I
motioned him to come over,”
Robinson said. “At that time I was
holding him and reaching back for
my boat, trying to get to the shore
line. The pontoon came up and we
were able to get him onto it. He
was actually able to climb up the
ladder himself.”

Greenwood County EMS took
the pilot, whose name had not been
released at the time of publication,
to Self Regional Heathcare to be
checked out. Greenwood County
first responders were able to get to
the man first because the aircraft
ended up on the Greenwood side
of the lake. The South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources,
South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental
Control, Laurens County EMS,
Laurens County Fire Department
and the Waterloo Fire Department
also responded to the scene.

Ultralight crashes
in Lake Greenwood

By Daniel J. Lauer
Staff Writer

Gray Court Mayor John Carter
doesn’t know just how many miles
he and his wife Nancy have racked
up together since they started dating
in 2001. But their travels have
brought them across and around the
country as they visit family, recon-
nect with old high school friends
and bring back new ideas to the
Town of Gray Court.

“I like to go down main streets of
small towns and find ideas to bring
back,” the mayor said, adding that
he might take a picture of the city
hall and speak with the mayor of
that town. “And I try to find strange
ordinances.”

For example, one New England
city doesn’t have council members.
Instead, they have “select men.”

That is just one of the things the
Carters have learned along the way.
They have visited the birth place of
Elvis Presley, shaken hands with
then-candidate Barack Obama in
Baton Rouge, La., and taken in the
Kennedy Space Center. The mayor
said that it took eight hours to move

the space shuttle between the
hangar and launch pad. And each of
the stripes on the American flag
hanging on the side of the Kennedy

Space Center is wide enough to
drive a Greyhound bus down.

Carters reconnect through travel

TRAVELING DUO — Gray Court Mayor John Carter and his
wife Nancy stand near the St. Lawrence River in Quebec City
from a recent trip in August this year. The Carters take advan-
tage of Nancy’s travel agent connections as they visit old
friends, family and find ideas to bring back to the Town of
Gray Court.

■ See CPW, page 12A

■ See Lake, page 12A ■ See Carters. page 12A
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'06 MERC. MOUNTAINEER
#P1671. Charcoal gray, 74k miles,

leather, 3rd row, 2nd row capt.

'06 FORD FUSION SE
#P1667A. One owner, white,

new tires, AT.

'09 FORD RANGER XL
#P1677. Reg. cab, 4 cyl., AT,

under 10k, one owner.

'06 FORD MUSTANG GT
#8972A. Convertible, leather,

alloy wheels, local trade.

'09 FORD FOCUS SEL
#9145A. Leather, auto., 1 owner,

local trade. CERTIFIED.

'08 FORD F150 REG. CAB
#P1693. One owner, only 6,000

miles. Priced to sell!

'08 FORD EXPEDITION
#P1679. Black, one owner,

leather, 25,051 miles.

$12,995 or $209 72 mos. $14,995 or $239 72 mos.

$18,995 or $319 72 mos.

$15,995 or $269 72 mos.

$29,995 or $499 72 mos.

$13,995 or $239 66 mos.

'06 FORD ESCAPE XLS
#P1655. Black, AT, power win-

dows & locks, one owner.

$12,995 or $219 66 mos.

'07 KIA SPORTAGE EX
#9040A. V6, local one owner,

clean!

$13,995 or $239 66 mos.

'07 FORD EDGE SEL
#P1697A. White, local trade,

under 50,000 miles.

$19,995 or $329 72 mos.

'10 FORD FLEX SEL
#P1707. Sterling gray, one

owner program car, 15,500 mi.

$26,995 or $459 72 mos.

$1,000 down plus tax & tag. $149 admin. fee. 8% APR, approved credit required.

$15,995 or $259 72 mos.

'09 MER. GRAND MARQUIS
#P1669. Blue, one owner,

leather, 23,890 miles.

$18,995 or $319 72 mos.

'02 SAAB 9.3SE
#P1706A. 4 dr., silver, local trade,
moonroof, leather, super clean.

'07 MAZDA 6i 4 DR.
#8932A. 49,000 miles, local

trade, auto.

'06 FORD F150 XLT SUPER CREW
#P1656. Dk. green, leather int.,

running boards.

$18,995 or $319 72 mos.

$6,995 or $189 36 mos. $12,995 or $209 72 mos.

Reduced!

'03 HONDA ACCORD EX
#P1662A. 2 dr., auto., new tires,

local trade.

$9,995

Trot Over to Our
Big Thanksgiving
SALES
EVENT!

Reduced!

There will be a lot of people in town for the holidays
and it'll be a perfect time to promote your business in

The Laurens County Advertiser. Your ad will be in a
special section of the Advertiser on November 24th

and will repeat in the Extra December 4th.

Deadline for ad copy is November 17th.

Call Cynthia or Patsy at 984-2586.

The Laurens County Advertiser
226 West Laurens St., Laurens

File photo by Dr. Dave Hargett
UNWELCOME BLOOM — In 1999, drought and heat, combined with  excessive nutrients,
produced a thick algae bloom in upper portions of Lake Greenwood. Efforts started in April
2009 by Upstate Forever and Preserving Lake Greenwood have helped bring about needed
DHEC restrictions for 10 Saluda River waste water treatment plants to try and prevent anoth-
er such bloom. The final public hearing is in Greenwood tonight.

■ Lake
Continued from Page 1A
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CPW by the Laurens County
Water and Sewer Commission.
However, some of the added cost
will be absorbed by the CPW as
the recommendation is to
increase water rates by 2 percent.
The proposed rate adjustment
would add 9 cents per 1,000 gal-
lons. When compared to a 5,000-
gallon consumption, the CPW’s
rate of $31 is still lower than the
LCWSC charge of $34.60. The
City of Clinton charges $18.34
for the same amount.

The sewer rate is expected to
see the full 3.9-percent increase,
adding $1.40 per month for
5,000 gallons of wastewater.
Even with the adjustment, the
CPW continues to be the lowest
provider for wastewater treat-
ment, charging $29.75 for the
5,000 gallons. The City of
Clinton charges $35.69, while
LCWSC customers pay $36.85
for the same number of gallons.

“We would still remain the
lowest, even with the rate
increase,” Satterfield said,
adding that “wastewater is more
expensive to treat and discharge
than drinking water. As require-
ments become more stringent, it
becomes more expensive.”

Commissioners are expected
to approve the $30,167,000
budget, including the rate
increases, at the December meet-
ing. The 2011 budget, which
takes effect on Jan. 1, is approx-
imately $3.6 million more than

last year’s budget.
In other CPW news, commis-

sioners unanimously approved
replacing water lines on Marion
Street Extension as part of an
improvement project in the
Laurens Mill community. The
CPW received $500,000 for the
project but bids came in signifi-
cantly lower for the planned
work, allowing them to add
Marion Street Extension to the

list.
Finally, Brenda Holland was

sworn into office at the begin-
ning of the meeting. Holland
replaces Willie B. Paden on the
commission and faced no oppo-
sition in last week’s election.
Commissioner Thomas Hardy,
who also faced no opposition,
was sworn in as well.
Commissioners went on to re-
elected him as chairman.

■ Carters
Continued from Page 1A

■ CPW
Continued from Page 1A
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READY TO SERVE — Brenda Holland was sworn in as the
newest commission for the Laurens Commission of Public
Works Monday morning. Holland received no opposition Nov.
2 as she ran for the seat to replace Willie B. Paden, who
stepped down when his term ended. Thomas Hardy was also
re-elected with no opposition. He was then elected by the
other commissioners to serve as chairman.

make a significant impact, Tynan
said. Until then, nine of the 10 treat-
ment plants will be working togeth-
er to make sure that their total emis-
sions stay within the required levels.
Tynan said it involves the nine treat-
ment plants north of the Ware

Shoals plant.
“DHEC has taken a fairly creative

approach, and (this is) working to
address the pollution problems in
the most cost efficient manner,”
Tynan said. “They’re pooling their
resources and working together.”

Boylan and others active in the
PLG are hoping to see more at
tonight’s public hearing. It is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov.
10, at the Brewer Community
Complex Auditorium on East
Cambridge in Greenwood.

The Carters don’t fly anymore as
they travel. Instead, they drive or
take advantage of Amtrak, where
they can just kick back and read a
book or watch a DVD. The mayor
is a big fan of Amtrak, since it takes
off the pressure of driving.

“You have a relaxed atmosphere
and get a chance to mingle with
other people,” he said. “And when
you get into a big city, you don’t
have to worry about parking and
worrying about whether your car
will be there when you get back.”

Nancy began traveling at an
early age and has been to a total of
42 states. She is not sure yet if she
will be able to pick up the last
eight. She was a travel agent for a
number of years and uses her con-
nections to find good discounts.
She said that it takes her six months
to plan one of their trips, but her
husband always throws a wrench in
the works.

“He says, ‘Well, let’s do this,’
and I say, ‘You are messing up the
whole plan!’”

But in the end, their plan comes
together and they head out. And if
they can visit family members or
old friends along the way, even bet-
ter.

“I like to try and catch up with
old friends,” the mayor said. “It is a
precious thing to have old friends.”

Plus, it gives both Nancy and
John time to talk and catch up on
the 50 years after they lost contact
after high school.

“It seems like we never run out
of conversation,” John said.




