| Sign fight pits safgtf

against unique vista

Wet roads can make U.S. 25 treacherous: residents
fear DOT's solution will obstruct mountain views

By Rudolph Bell
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Grreenville Newss Il-29%10
lt"s-a tradeoff that pits driving safety

against mountain scenery, and Green-
burg’s new representative  wards said
ighway comimission is

S #d' the side of
coming down on the side of scenery,
Johnny Edwards, who was appointed

Commission earfier this vear. said he

wants the Department of Transporta-

tion to change its plans for an electron-
ic sign along US. 25, and if it doesn't,
he'll raise the issue af the commission's

next meeting,

Edwards said He agrees with local |
residents who say the sign would ob- | §
_sh'uctéﬁmuuntain views if installed as !
i st g to b gl and T dont
lmnwhuwtn‘putitmynﬁ:m*wam“m

ﬁsplanmd by DOT, the sign would
reach over the northbound
LS. 25 about two miles north of the in-

tersection with State 11,

There it would be one of the few evi-
dences of civilization along a stretch of
the areaof :
northern Greenville County where the

highway that cuts throu

See SIGN on page 5A
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Northern Greenville County residents say the digital waming sian the state DOT is building here will Block mountain

vistas and should be moved closer to State 11

“We need to
move it back
down to High-
way 11."

“I's just going
to be ugly,
and I don't
know how to
put it any
other way.”
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Blue Ridge Mountains
meet the Piedmont.
Conservationists  have
_S_m sought to protect the
area's cliffs, waterfalls and
hemlock  groves, and
there’s virtually no devel
opment along US. 25 be
twien State 11 and the
North Carolina line, except
monnrmmd%mwgaﬁ dot-
usm%.% slopes %._um tidges.
says the sign is
needed to warn drivers of
wet or icy road conditions
along a mountainous route
with steep declines and a
Wmﬁ rate of mnnhﬂﬂﬁ from
E&Eﬁ:ﬁ. ost crash-
es along the streich occur
when He pavement is wet,
the agency says.
A group of northern
Greenville QEE resk

dents led by county Coun-
cilman Joe Dill, however,
say the sign ﬂﬁ.&m block
spectacular views of the

fied.

“If we're talking about
saving lives and preserving
the mountain view, then we

some kind of (resolution)
that both sides like, then I'll
bring it before the commis-
sion” at its next meeting

Blue Ridge Escarpment if need to move it back down Thursday, Edwards said.

erected at the proposed lo-
cation,

They want DOT to put it
farther south, near the in-
tersection with ' State 11,
where they say drivers
would have more options
to change direction in case
of poor highway condi-
tions.

DOT agreed to shorten
the sign arm after County
Council adopted a resols-
tion objecting to the pro-
posed location. But so far
the state agency has re
fused to change the loca-
tion, saying that would put

‘the warning to motorists

too far from the nmumﬁ,
area and reduce the sign’s
effectiveness in preventing
accidents.

Opponents aren't satis-

to Highway 11," Dill said.

Bill Sharpe, a Cliffs Val-
ley resident, said he collect
ed 118 signatures on a peti-
tion asking DOT to tempo- |
rarily stop work on the
sign, which the agency did.
Sharpe said residents of
Manetta and ‘Travelers
Rest joined Cliffs Valley ho-
meowners in signing the
petition.

“None of us knew what
was  happening; or we
would have been up in
mn:m much earlier,” he

Mmﬁw__.nm. the highway
commissioner, said he's
been talking to DOT's head
engineer about the matter
and hopes the agency will
agree to the change.

“If we can't bring it to

. Bret Harrelson, DOT's

traffic safety engineer, said
the sign would be part of a
larger system that could
detect precipitation and ai-
tomatically drop the speed
limit from 55 miles per
hour to 45 miles per hour
when conditions are slip-
pery.

The system — which
Harrelson said would be

the first of its kind in South
‘Carolina — includes a sec:

ond sign near the North
Carolina line for warning

‘southbound motorists as

well as speed limit signs

‘with changeable numbers.

Most of the cost —

slightly more than 51 mil-
lion — is covered by an
'$840,000 federal grant giv-

en to reduce ftalities on

rural highways,

Brad Wyche, executive
director of the conserva-
tion group Upstate Forey-
er, said he thinks DOT
could improve safety and
preserve mountain views
at the same time by agree-
ing to a different location.

“The Blue Ridge Escarp-
gﬂﬁmuﬁﬂamﬂcgmﬁ
nificance with its stunning

-scenery and rich diversity

of plant and animal life,
AMAZING scenic vistas H_.“_
countless waterfalls,”

Wyche said. “It's a true
treasure that we have here
in Greenville County and
should not be desecrated

.ﬁm.um_._m.ﬁw flashing black

ﬂ@nﬂm said he's sur-
prised DOT "is so insensk

tive to the desires of the

citizens of Greenville

County, especially when
there ammmmmw location for

the sign.”

Tem Corbin, whe be
comes the area's state rep-
rezenfative m the South
Carolina House in January,
said wherever the sign
ends up he wants DOT to
paint jt brown— like guard
rails in the natibnal forest
— =0 it would better blend
in with the natural environ-
ment.

“Our mountain area up
there is so pretty, and it's
such a great asset to our
district and this area, we re-
ally don't want to have it
gaudied up with a bad-look-
ing sign like that, a huge
sign,” Corbin said.

State Sen. Phillip Shoop-
man of Blue Ridge said he
alzo thinks DOT should
move the sign.

But m_.moauﬂﬂ_ said the

level of autonomy in mal-

ing decisions like this, and
they've decided to go
ahead.”



