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ALEX C. HICKS JR./alex.hicks@shj.cofrOrdera reprint
Lynn SkinnerJohnsonyight, andher childrenElsa,3, andElanor,1, usethe pathatthe FoodLion in
Inman.
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An Inmangrassrootgroupis helping makdts communitymorefriendly to cyclistsand pedestriansand
membershaveotherslisteningto their ideas.

PEACHES- PeopleEnjoying Active CommunityHealth Safety- hasgotten acoupleof crosswalksn
the last coupleof yearsandrecentlyrequestedhat thetown'snew FoodLion havea pathfor pedestrians
and cycliststo safelygetthroughthe store'sparkinglot.

"There'sa whole lot of communitieghat couldwalk or bike if theyfelt safe,"saidLynn Skinner
Johnsona PEACHESmemberand memberof thetown'splanning andzoningcommittee.

PEACHESaskedthe stateDepartmenof Transportatiorfor crosswalksn popularpedestriarspots,
whereMill StreetcrossedHighway 176 andatthe endof Littlefield Streetneara setof railroadtracks,
andtheywerebuilt.

Inman Chamber President Bessie.Fisher

"We wantthis to be a family communitywhereyou canwalk andshop,"saidBessieFisher, presidentf
the GreaterlnmanArea Chambenf Commerce.

The groupis alsoactivein promotinga walking trail that couldbe completewithin the nextmonth.The
trail will be abouta mile long and connectdowntownto the town's AmericanLegion Post,wherethere's
a basebalfield andcattleroamjust pastthe outfield. LawsonFork Creekalsoflows throughthe area.
Thegroupis designinga mapfor the town'svisitors that will includeinformationon historicalsites
alongthe newwalking path.

PEACHEShas10 memberandwasformedin 2005 duringa workshopon making communitiesiore
walkable.The grouphostsbike rodeosand5K racesandraisesmoneyfor saferoutesto school.
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"We hopelnmanwill becomea living-room community,insteadof a bedroomcommunity,for families
like ours," SkinnerJohnsorsaid."We've got a greatinfrastructurealready.We wantto makeit better."

SinceFoodLion wasbuilding a newstorein Inman,the groupapproachedtoreofficials aboutmaking
a specialmarkedpathfor cyclistsand pedestriangnteringthe parkinglot, and FoodLion agreed.

Tom Long, FoodLion's storemanagersaidthe storein the CedarSpringcommunityalsohasa marked
pathfor cyclistsand pedestrians.

PEACHESoriginally askedfor the pathto bein the centerof the parkinglot leadingto the store'sdoors
but FoodLion suggestedhavingit alongtheright sideof the parkinglot becausét would beless
congesteadvith cars.

Allan Davidson,the store'sco-managersaidthe centerandleft sideof the parkinglot would probably
havemoretraffic becausef otherstoresin the strip mall to the left of the grocerystore.

"As theyevolveandbuild new storesand peopleaskaboutit, theyaddit in," Long saidof FoodLion
addingthe paths.

Long saidthe store,which opensApril 23, hasn'madeplansto install a bike rackfor cyclists.
Customerswalking to stores

SkinnerJohnsorsaidsheseesa lot of peoplewalking to grocerystoreson Highway176 fromnearby
neighborhoodsind sometimeseespeopletravelingin wheelchairs.

Her family hasonecar, so sheoftenridesa bike to run errandsandtows hertwo children,Elanor,15
months,and Elsa, 3, in a bike trailer.

She credit$JpstateForeverand Partnerdor Active Living workshopsfor helping PEACHESearnhow
to approachhe projectsit hasattempted.

Ned Barrett,programmanageffor UpstateForever,saidthere'sa lot of interestin making smaller
communitiesn the countymorefriendly to pedestrianandcyclists.

Thereareplansfor walking pathsin DuncanandLyman,too. Barrettsaidpeoplelike thetraditional
neighborhoodsnd sidewalksthe smallercommunitiesoffer.

"Towns like Inmansurroundedhe mill, andit's no longethereasan employer,"Barrettsaid."Those
townskind of died,andthere'sa revitalization.As the developmentnovesout there they'reseeing
revitalizationnot so muchwith the industrybeingthereasmuchasthe peoplemovingthere."

Residents|ocal governmentshusinesseanddevelopersreoftencoming together.

"It showstheimportanceof partnershipsndothergroupsgettinginvolved andseeinghow it affects
them," saidLauraRingo, executivedirectorof Partnerdor Active Living.
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