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Understanding 
Smart Growth



An overall approach to 
development that 
encourages a mix of 
building types and 
uses, diverse housing 
and transportation 
options, development 
within existing 
neighborhoods, and 
robust community 
engagement. 

What is Smart Growth?
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Smart Growth America:



How did we get here?
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(Ancient Mesopotamia)



How did we get here?

4



How did we get here?

5



How did we get here?

6



How did we get here?

7



How did we get here?
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ñHere he comes, Earlé. 
Remember, be gentle but firmé 
we are absolutely, positively 
NOT driving him south this 
winter.ò



ñThe traditional development pattern 
found in almost all cities built before the 
automobile is a deeply resilient, highly 
financially productive, nearly foolproof 
way to design a city.ò 

It isé. well-adapted human habitat.

What is Smart Growth?
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STRONG TOWNS, Daniel Herrigess: 

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2019/9/25/traditional-development-is-not-retro-its-timeless
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What is the alternative?
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Å 21% increase in amount of undeveloped land 
converted to developed land

Å 10% increase in local road lane-miles

Å 10% more annual public service (fiscal) deficits

Å 8% higher housing occupancy costs

Unmanaged growth results in:

Conventional Development Versus Managed Growth: The Costs of Sprawl (aphapublications.org): 

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.93.9.1534

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.93.9.1534


1. Mix land uses.

2. Take advantage of compact 
building design.

3. Create a range of housing 
opportunities and choices.

4. Create walkable 
neighborhoods.

5. Foster distinctive, attractive 
communities with a strong 
sense of place.

So, how do we grow smart?
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6. Preserve open space, farmland, natural 
beauty, and critical environmental areas.

7. Strengthen and direct development 
towards existing communities.

8. Provide a variety of transportation 
choices.

9. Make development decisions predictable, 
fair, and cost effective.

10. Encourage community and stakeholder 
collaboration in development decisions.

10 Principles for Smart Growth

Smart Growth America: https://smartgrowthamerica.org/

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/


1. Mix Land Uses
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2. Compact Building Design
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2. Compact Building Design
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2. Compact Building Design
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Take Advantage of Compact 
Building Design

16Shaping Our Future/Return on Investment Study: https://www.upstateforever.org/files/files/2017.7.14_SOF-Return-

On-Investment_Urban3..pdf
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3. Create a Range of Housing 
Opportunities and Choices

17 Missing Middle Housing: https://missingmiddlehousing.com/
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Create a Range of Housing 
Opportunities and Choices

18 Missing Middle Housing: https://missingmiddlehousing.com/
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4. Walkable Neighborhoods
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4. Walkable Neighborhoods
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CONNECTED

DISCONNECTED



5. Community Sense of Place
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6. Preserve Open Space,  
Farmland, Critical Environments
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7. Develop in Existing Communities
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8. Create Transportation Choices
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8. Create Transportation Choices
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8. Create Transportation Choices
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9. Make Development Decisions 
Predictable, Fair, Cost Effective
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10. Community Collaboration 
in Development Decisions
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