Citizens Planning Academy

Directions: Oftentimes, elected officials are persuaded by local data that tells a story
about a community’s strengths or weaknesses. In small groups brainstorm possible
measurable indicators for each factor and methods of data collection. Use the example

below as a reference.

Methods for Data Collection

Citizens Planning Academy: Sustainability Index with Possible Indicators and

Factor

Possible Indicator

Possible Method of Data
Collection

Tree canopy (example)

Average number of trees
per block

Count the number of trees
on 20 blocks in your
neighborhood and
calculate the average




