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Serving as the Regional Connector

ü Sharing Ideas

ü Identifying Gaps 

ü Increasing Efficiency

ü Creating Regional Networks & 

Cross -Jurisdictional Solutions

Community Vibrancy Economic & Entrepreneurial 

Vitality
Human Potential

Sustainable GrowthNatural Beauty & Resources Sustainable Growth
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Connecting Regional Stakeholders to Build 

Collective Capacity Around Key Upstate Issues

TATTõs Role in The Upstate
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Regional Forum Series 

üStarted in 2012

üApril 27, 2017  ïBuilding Global Fluency in the Upstate

üMay 25, 2017 ïShaping Our Future Analysis Unveiling

üSeptember 28, 2017 ïCulture Counts

üNovember 16, 2017ïCelebrating Successes: Great Things Happening 

Across the Upstate (LUNCHEON)

Premier Sponsor: Series Supporting Sponsors: 
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United States Population Growth

üU.S. will add 100 million 

new residents by 2050 

with 70% projected for 

these 10 megaregions

üPiedmont Atlantic is 

third largest megaregion 

economy in the U.S.
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2040 Upstate Growth Projections

Upstate Population

2015 Population: 1,420,000 

2030 Projection: 1,620,000

2040 Projection: 1,742,000

2010 -2015: +64,000 

2016 -2040: + 322,000

+10%

+22%

+27%

+4%

+7%

+33%

+20%
+13%

+4%

0%
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Key Question:

Is the Upstate positioned to SHAPE future growth 

instead of BEING SHAPED by that growth?
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Studying & Discussing Growth in the Upstate

2008 ðStrom Thurmond Land Use Study

2009 ðUpstate Reality Check

2011 ðShared Upstate Growth Vision

2014 ðComprehensive Plan Review

2015 ðShaping Our Future Speaker Series 
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Concerns About Land Consumption

81% of survey participants called for some 

reduction in land consumption over next 20 years

In 2000, 643,000 acres in the Upstate had been 

developed. Projection for 2030 is 1.7 million acres
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Shaping Our Future 

Consortium:

Other Funding Partners 

& Sponsors:

Shaping Our Future Analysis Supporters
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Andrea Cooper

Executive Director

Upstate Forever

Speaker Introduction



Shaping Our Future Growth Alternatives Analysis

Our Future
Upstate South Carolina

Shaping



ÅOne Region (5,997 sq. mi.)

ÅCounties (10)

ÅCities & Towns (62)

ÅCouncil of Governments (3)

ÅUtility Service Providers

ÅColleges & Universities

ÅBusiness & Developer Interests

ÅRegional Advocacy Groups

ÅMetropolitan Planning Organizations (3)

ÅOther Special Interests

Å1,421,138 Residents

About the Project: Study Area



About the Project: Growth Alternatives Analysis



ÅWoodruff Road: What Worked & 

What Did Not?

ÅEconomic Value of Protected Open 

Space & Local Water Resources

ÅHome Preferences for a Changing 

Demographic & Lifestyle

ÅWorking Farms & Local Food 

Systems

ÅPreferred Development Patterns, 

Who Chooses?

ÅTransit in Urban & Suburban 

Landscapes

ÅAccess to Education, the True Cost 

of School-Siting

ÅThe Intersection of Land Use, 

Communities & Social Equality

About the Project: Case Studies



Population in the Upstate will continue to grow.

Doing nothing to prepare for future growth does 

not mean that the Upstate will stay the same.

Decisions made today will have an impact on the 

Upstate long into the future.

Understanding, exploring and measuring the trade-offs of 

different growth options will help our residents and leaders 

make more informed decisions about the future.

1

2
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The Shaping Our Future Initiative Assumesé



ÅLow-density, single-use development 

patterns throughout the region

ÅOutward expansion of infrastructure 

(roads, water, sewer, schools, parks, 

etc.) to serve newly developed areas

ÅReliance on cars for most trips in the 

region (very little regional bus 

service)

ÅRapid loss of the rural landscape 

(including farmland and forested 

areas) to accommodate new 

neighborhoods, commercial centers, 

office complexes and industrial uses

The Trend Trajectory
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The scenarios created for the Growth Alternatives Analysis are hypothetical futures 

illustrated by conceptual maps created by the consultant for modeling purposes only.



The blueprint for the regionôs 

trend development growth 

pattern is contained in the 

plans, programs and 

ordinances of government, 

local market demands, 

available investment capital, 

and developer interests.

The Trend Trajectory



ñWe do not want to see our region become Greater 

Charlotte or Greater Atlanta in the future because 

these places suffer from the ills of rapid, low-density 

and decentralized growth patterns: rapid loss of rural 

and agricultural lands, legendary traffic congestion 

issues, skyrocketing housing costs, schools operating 

over their intended capacity, poor air quality, and 

expensive infrastructure projects deemed necessary to 

reactively manage compounded growth problems.ò

The Regionôs Call to Action





Skyrocketing Home Costs

Increased Traffic Congestion

Skyrocketing Home Costs

Increased Traffic Congestion
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Growth Scenarios Comparison

Trend Growth Scenario

Corridors Growth 

Scenario

Compact Centers 

Growth Scenario

Rural Village 

Growth Scenario



ÅLow-density, single-use development 

patterns throughout the region

ÅOutward expansion of infrastructure 

(roads, water, sewer, schools, parks, 

etc.) to serve newly developed areas

ÅReliance on cars for most trips in the 

region (very little regional bus 

service)

ÅRapid loss of the rural landscape 

(including farmland and forested 

areas) to accommodate new 

neighborhoods, commercial centers, 

office complexes and industrial uses

The Trend Development Scenario

The scenarios created for the Growth Alternatives Analysis are hypothetical futures 

illustrated by conceptual maps created by the consultant for modeling purposes only.



Single Family Neighborhoods

Rural Living Areas

Strip Commercial Shopping

Industrial Parks

Office Parks

Automobile Emphasis
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The Compact Centers Scenario

ÅNew growth is focused in compact, 

walkable growth centers identified 

throughout the region.

ÅDaily travel needs are primarily served by 

walking, biking or transit within, and 

between, nearby growth centers.  Roads 

are still important to connect centers.

ÅMixed-use growth centers provide 

opportunities to link jobs and housing in 

close proximity.

ÅAn abundance of open space surrounding 

the identified centers offsets higher 

densities and less private open space in 

the urban environments.

The scenarios created for the Growth Alternatives Analysis are hypothetical futures 

illustrated by conceptual maps created by the consultant for modeling purposes only.
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Mixed-Use Centers

Emphasize Public Space

Reinvest in Downtowns

Automobile & Transit Solutions

Transit-Oriented DevelopmentPreserve Rural Lands & Open Space


